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September 2021 

 
INDIANA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

I love to read!!!!  As a child, my mother used to 

make me go outside and play in the summer or 

else I would have spent all day in my bedroom 

reading!  The public library was one of my 

favorite places to go!  All the orange-covered 

biographies for children in the Fowler, IN, library 

had been checked out by me at one time or 

another. 
 

As a teacher, I would stay in my room at lunch 

time so I could read while I ate. 
 

In my senior years I still love to read.  My motto 

is, “So many books, so little time!”  When I read 

over the Reading Program list, I drool over all 

the titles.  My family knows that my favorite 

birthday, Mother’s Day, and Christmas gifts are 

gift cards to Barnes and Noble or Amazon so I 

can order books!  Presently, I have a long list of 

books I want to read. 
 

Recently, I have been reading a lot of books on 

anti-racism, racial injustice, white privilege, 

spiritual formation, and biblical justice.  Also, 

one of my favorite genres for more relaxing 

reading, is mysteries. 
 

One of the many things I love about United 

Methodist Women is our commitment to 

educating our women for service and advocacy.   

 

 

Mission u affords us the opportunity to read and 

learn about topics we might not otherwise have 

encountered.  Some of the topics are difficult to 

face as we read of the injustices that society 

and, sadly, the church have carried out or 

turned a blind eye to. 
 

One of these topics, as addressed in the 

Pushout book and study, was the 

Criminalization of Black Grls in Schools.  

Knowing this was a problem and actually 

reading the stories of these young women, 

brought the issue home to me in an impactful 

way.  The scripture from Micah 6:8 resonated in 

me: “He has showed you O (sister) what is 

good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.” 
 

United Methodist Women offers us many 

opportunities to bring life to this scripture.  Let’s 

become involved as we say to our loving and 

just God when God asks, “Whom shall I send 

and who will go for me?“  “Here am I.  Send 

me!”  ~Isaiah. 6:8  

 
KATHIE CLEMENZ | CONF.    PRESIDENT 
kkclenz@sbcglobal.net  | 317-991-5671 

From the President 
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“Your blessings lay beyond your fear.”  ~ Shannon L. Alder  

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:kkclenz@sbcglobal.net
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From the Vice President 

Greetings Sisters! 

My swimming pool is still open, but classes are 

back in session—that lets me know Fall is just 

around the corner!  Summer sure seemed 

unpredictable to me with rains and cooler 

weather interspersed between days of heat 

advisories!  Isn’t that how life seems to be for 

us:  unpredictable.  I don’t know about you, but I 

am looking forward to some scheduled events 

more than ever!  Maybe that’s why kids thrive 

best when they have routines?   

I’ve noticed I’m using the words “hope” and 

“hopeful” more and more often.  Yes, it is 

frustrating and exhausting to put forth efforts on 

plans that may not come to fruition as face-to-

face events…but I am hopeful as we plan them!  

I’ve received mixed feedback from ladies when 

we were finalizing the registration form for this 

fall’s silent retreat.  I heard everything from Do 

you think we will be able to actually do this? to 

Oh, I am so glad we are going to do this face-to

-face!  I responded exactly the same way to 

both reactions:  I am hopeful.  I appreciate the 

grace and patience people have had as UMW 

leaders have tried to discern what is in the best 

interest of our ladies meeting or attending 

events in Indiana.  This has meant waiting 

longer to know what plans are put in place, later 

registration forms and flyers for events, and 

shifting to virtual platforms when needed.   

Despite it seeming like we cannot plan far in 

advance, please remember that we publish our 

“save the date calendar” in our conference and 

district newsletters.  The dates and locations for 

fall events should already be on  

 

your calendars—you just don’t have the details 

yet….and we are working on that.  Every year, 

our fall annual celebration is the first weekend 

of October.  Every year, the upcoming year’s 

new district and conference officers have 

leadership development and officer training the 

first weekend of November.  Feel free to go 

ahead and mark your calendars for 2021 if you 

haven’t already (and for 2022 too!) confident 

that details will come to you as we plan. 

Our Bibles have much to say about HOPE!  As 

United Methodist Women, we are hopeful 

people!  Let me share a few scriptures that I 

cling to when my hope starts to wane. 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares 

the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future.           

–Jeremiah 29:11 

Then you will call on me and pray to me, and I 

will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me 

when you seek me with all your heart.               

–Jeremiah 29:12-13 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer.  –Romans 12:12 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk 

and not be faint.  –Isaiah 40:31 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful.             

–Hebrews 10:23 

(Continued on page 3.) 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
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It doesn’t seem possible it’s that time of year 

again to have your slate of officers  ready for 

your annual meeting. The bylaws state that they 

should be posted 30 days before your annual 

meeting. For some of you this is not going to be 

possible, unless you have already done so.  

Following a Zoom gathering with presidents, vice 

presidents, and chairs of committees on 

nominations we learned that co-leadership  is a 

possibility. This would be especially for women 

who spend their winters outside of Indiana, but 

have the skills to work with another person. It 

also would work for women of different skills 

sharing the same office. We were also reminded 

that an election consists of 50% +1. This should 

be stated numerous times before and during the 

election. As you know those serving as pastors 

may not hold an office in UMW. Deaconesses, 

however may be considered for a position on 

your leadership team. Review Roberts Rules of 

Order on how to make nominations from the 

floor.  This can be in person or virtual depending 

on your event. Be sure to check a person’s 

tenure if they are nominated from the floor.  

Praying for your committee and your leadership 

team as your plan for 2022.  
 

JEANIE ESTEP 
CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
jparkestep@gmail.com | 260-463-1197 

Committee on Nominations 

So, all this said, I am hopeful to see you soon.  I 

know I will.  It may be face-to-face or it may be 

via technology.  The registration for October’s 

Silent Retreat is available and by the time you’re 

reading this article, I expect you’ll also be able 

to register for October’s Fall Celebration. 

I am hopeful that someone reading this article 

will contact me about their church hosting one  

of the 2022 fall events (October’s annual 

celebration or November’s leadership 

development/officer training)!  What a great 

opportunity to engage your local church in our 

events:  HOST!! 

Ladies, we have demonstrated great flexibility 

over the past 18 months!  I’m proud of United 

Methodist Women and am hopeful others see 

us as being flexible and able to adapt as we still 

have a great calling to be a community of 

women….to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 

to expand concepts of mission through 

participation in the global ministries of the 

church….the details of HOW are not always 

what we plan for…let’s be hopeful and plan…

knowing He will be with us along the way.  Let’s 

be ready!  Be well sisters---and, one way or 

another, I’ll be seeing you soon!  

FELICIA STEWART | VICE-PRESIDENT 
umwin@inumc.org | 317-341-2053  

“The very least you can do in your life is figure out what you hope for. And the most you can do is live inside 
that hope. Not admire it from a distance but live right in it, under its roof.” 

~Barbara Kingsolver, Animal Dreams  
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The National Office of UMW completed the Unit Survey for 2020. I want to thank all the local units 

who sent their reports in. Our numbers were better this time!  We are still missing many but we are 

headed in the right direction. 
 

     2020:   235 units reported,  5,857 members  

     2019:   193 units reported,  5,342 members 
 

The district MNO’s have the extended reports if you have questions. 
 

“New  Wineskins” ….The national office has announced a new direction for UMW starting next year. 

It is a strategic plan for growth that calls for an organizational rebranding to reinvigorate current 

members, attract new members, and expand our impact. The new program innovations and new 

initiatives will attract new women while simultaneously nurture and support our current treasured 

membership.  We will be doing what Jesus spoke of in Mark 2:22, creating ‘new wineskins for new 

wine’! 
 

They are providing training for Conference MNO’s and Presidents over the next few months so that 

we can then pass it on to the districts, then local units during leadership and training meetings.  So 

when you are invited to attend a training session as an officer you will be getting NEW information 

so please plan to attend.   
 

            BARBARA BUGHER | MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTRIEACH 
             bbugherumw@aol.com  | 765-452-4620 

Membership Nurture and Outreach  

There is a little-known organization among us. It is the United Methodist Women Conference 

Officers Alumni Fellowship. It meets once a year for lunch and fellowship – a chance for former 

conference officers to re-connect.  
 

The organization was founded in 1956 by Indiana Conference WSCS former officers and has 

continued since, expanding to include former officers from all the various conferences and 

predecessor UMW organizations in Indiana. 
 

Within a year after retiring, former officers are invited to the meeting. One more reason to say yes to 

the nominating committee – a chance to belong to this exclusive group! 

Retired Officer Opportunity 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:bbugherumw@aol.com
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The unpredictability of the last 18 months has 

been challenging, especially when it comes to 

working on budgets and anticipated cash flows.  

When planning the budget for 2022, I found 

myself reaching back to 2019 to figure out what 

could happen in 2022. It is easy to look back 

and think about what was, but we are reminded 

everyday we are moving forward and new 

challenges and solutions await us.  The National 

Office is working on an initiative that will help to 

ease how we give and more will be revealed 

later this year.  Next year National will promote a 

new fundraising initiative called “Move for 

Mission” to roll out in the Fall.  
 

Nationally, giving is down midway through 2021 

compared to 2020.  With churches and local 

units not meeting in person, remittances are 

down across all Mission Giving and 

Supplemental Giving categories, including in our 

conference. If you are able to give, your pledge 

is needed for United Methodist Women to help 

women and children nationally and 

internationally.   
 

Here is a brief update on our conference funding 

levels through July 2021. 

We have fulfilled 18.68% of our $310,000 pledge 

to National.  Historically, local units contribute 

funds toward the pledge mostly in the 4th 

quarter of the year due to fundraisers and fall 

meetings.  I encourage you, if possible, to send 

those funds earlier.  I want to thank everyone 

who has contributed toward Mission Giving and 

Conference Askings so far this year.  I also want 

to encourage you to give to and highlight the 

Conference asking initiatives of Lucille Raines 

Residence $12/member, Mission u $2/member, 

and Youth & Young Adult Scholarship $1/

member.  Lucille Raines Residence relies on the 

support of Indiana United Methodist Women to 

carry out its mission.   
 

As you may have heard, next year Assembly 

2022 Turn It UP! will be May 20-22 in Orlando, 

Florida.  Early in-person registration is $330, a 

$30 discount and begins September 1, 2021. A 

virtual option is also available for $199.  For 

more information on Assembly 2022, please visit 

https://assembly2022.org/.     

      

JACKI MOORE | TREASURER 

jacqueh6@yahoo.com | 317-413-3927 

Treasurer Report  

Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women hosted 

by Jennifer R Farmer, Spotlight PR. 

Each conversation explores themes and resources that empower us to put 

faith, hope and love into action.  

Register on the UMW website for new Faith Talks or listen to Talks  from the past. 

United Methodist Women - United Methodist Women are Members and Leaders  

Thursday, September 2 at 2:00 p.m. ET 

Faith Talks: Grieving Those We've Lost (ft. Dr. Chioma Oruh and Dr. Cari Jackson)  

  click here to register 
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From the Secretary 
A Devotion That Spoke To Me 

But first, a secretary item.  It is that time of year 

again. Barb McCoy will begin working on the 

UMW directory for next year very soon.  She 

graciously agreed to continue this task.  She is 

good at it and she does such a wonderful job.     

I know it seems too early to think about it but the 

end of the year will come upon us sooner than 

we can imagine.  You can find the form in this 

newsletter. 

I hope this finds you all doing well.  I can’t 

believe we are still battling this pandemic after a 

year and a half.  We are back to wearing masks 

and not meeting in person or not feeling 

comfortable meeting in person.  With everything 

going on in the world, I don’t know what to do 

some days.  What about you?  I am continually 

evaluating my priorities.  Vacation with family?  

Vacation with friends?  Go back to the church 

sanctuary on Sunday?  Participate in mission 

work in person?  Go to the grocery store with a 

mask or without a mask?  Declutter my house?  

Fly on a plane?  Donate more to charities?  Stop 

online shopping so much?  UMW and my church 

help center me and my thinking and help me 

make sure my priorities are more centered on 

God.   

 

Now, for the devotion, What Are Your Priorities 

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or 

sisters or father or mother or children or fields for 

my sake will receive a hundred times as much 

and will inherit eternal life.  Matthew 19:29 

What are your priorities?  What do you spend 

your time and money on?  So many things get 

our top priority here that will have no value in 

eternity.  It’s sobering to think how much time, 

effort, sacrifice, compromise, and attention we 

give to acquiring and increasing our supply of 

things that will be totally insignificant in heaven. 

So again, what are your priorities?  And as you 

live them out, do they have eternal value?  Jesus 

commanded His disciples in Matthew 6:19 – 20, 

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy, where 

thieves break in and steal.  But store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven.”  The Bible also 

says “where your heart is, there will be your 

treasure.”  ~Matthew 6:21. 

Do you need a change of heart?  Instead of 

working to increase your portfolio here, what will 

you do now to increase your assets in heaven?  

TRISHA STANEART | SECRETARY 

tstaneart@frontier.com | 317-867-2277 (home)  

317-430-4490 (cell, preferred) 
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Spiritual Growth  
Dear Sisters, 

I hope each of you has had a wonderful Spring 

and Summer while continuing to be healthy and 

safe!  Our COVID-19 numbers were looking so 

much better, but the recent turn of events is very 

unsettling.  More people, and especially 

children, are becoming ill and being hospitalized.  

My prayer is that a vaccine is soon developed 

for the kiddos.  In meantime, keep yourself safe 

and we’ll all pray for the health of our children, 

youth, and family members.   

As of this writing, we are holding the Silent 

Retreat in person this year!  Woo Hoo!  I know 

many of you look forward to this event each year 

and very seldom miss attending.  Others of you 

are curious and wonder why you would want to 

attend a silent retreat.  The answer is simple:  

when we are at home there are all sorts of 

distractions!  The phone rings, there are dishes 

in the sink, someone wants a meal or snack, 

laundry is piling up, the dog wants out -- or in, or 

your favorite game is on.  We often don’t have 

large chunks of time when we can be in 

communion with our Lord.  And THAT is the 

main purpose of the Silent Retreat! 

You will have 36 hours to read, meditate, and 

pray.  There will be several self guided activities  

 

 

for you to participate in, chapel time, and books 

to borrow and read. There are two Prayer Walks 

that can be taken inside the retreat house, as 

well as the Stations of the Cross and a labyrinth 

outside.   

The Silent Retreat this year will be held at the 

St. Joseph Retreat and Conference Center in 

Tipton, IN.  The dates are Friday evening 

October 22 through Sunday noon on October 

24. We’ll begin with getting acquainted and end 

with worship and Holy Communion.  Sunday will 

be a time to share our experiences, favorite 

readings / verses and enjoy lunch with talking!  

Whether you ‘catch-up’ on your sleep or ‘catch-

up’ on your relationship with God, the Silent 

Retreat is always a great experience!  You can 

find the registration form in this newsletter.  

There is space for the first 40 who sign up.  See 

YOU there! 

‘For by grace you have been saved through 

faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 

of God.’  Ephesians 2:8 

Hugs, Blessings, and Good Health!  

BARBARA KING | SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

kenbarb1969@yahoo.com | 317-619-2076 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:kenbarb1969@yahoo.com
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God bless you and our other UMW sisters!! 

 UMW members actually do something to help others. Being the Indiana conference Social Action 
Coordinator I strive to provide education and share different opportunities for you to participate in 

different mission opportunities. Choose what is right for you and fulfills your passion. 

I have provided one opportunity below, but look for my future emails that will emphasize one topic 
per email.  That way you will not be overwhelmed and able to focus on that one topic.   

 

Children’s Policy and Law Initiative of Indiana to host  

Roundtable on Youth and Policing 

Social Action ~ Opportunities to Connect 
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The Children’s Policy and Law Initiative of 
Indiana (CPLI) is hosting a free, virtual 
roundtable on August 28 from 9am-2pm EST 
and on August 30 from 9am-11m EST to bring 
the community together for a discussion 
involving youth and their experiences with 
school discipline, school policing, and 
interactions with police outside of school.  

The purpose of the Youth and Policing: A 
Roundtable on Trauma and Resilience for 
Meaningful Change in Central Indiana event is to 
provide a forum for young adults and teens to 
share their thoughts and experiences with 
school and community policing while driving 
action for positive change in Indiana. Following 
the event, CPLI will release a report with 
recommendations on November 26, 2021. 

The discussion will raise critical issues that 
result from the over-policing of and the lack of 
support and services for youth that lead to poor 
outcomes and increased risk of juvenile justice 
involvement. “By bringing youth and local 
leaders together, we have an opportunity to 
learn from lived experiences,” CPLI President 
JauNae Hanger explained. “This event will 
identify recommendations for much-needed 
improvements in school discipline and youth 
policing that help heal and build resiliency 
among youth who are experiencing and suffering 
from trauma.” 
 

 

 

The Youth and Policing Roundtable is part of 
CPLI’s year-long community initiative, Trauma & 
Resilience Through a Cultural Lens, to expand 
knowledge and understanding about culturally-
responsive, trauma-informed practices that can 
effectively address toxic stress that students 
experience within school and the community due 
to systemic racism, violence, economic 
disparities, community policing and racial 
injustice. 

The public is invited to register and attend this 
event featuring moderated panels and breakout 
discussions with young adults and community 
leaders. The Roundtable is from 9am-2pm EST 
on Saturday, August 28 and 9am-11m EST on 
Monday, August 30. Registration is open 
on CPLI’s Eventbrite page. 

Indiana Conference UMW supports CPLI 
initiatives and UMW is a member of Indiana 
Coalition for Youth Justice. These 
organizations advocate for Youth Justice and 
they work for the Disruption of the School to 
Prison Pipeline which is one of our UMW 
Social Justice priorities. You can participate 
or encourage someone else you know that is 
involved with youth to participate. You can 
also invite youth in your churches to 
participate. 
 

CAROL TILLER-LUCHTMAN | SOCIAL ACTION 
csa5305@gmail.com | 317-313-9376 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Tb1VqizD-GSUV84Wsz8Pmx2SpIUuNn3ZTnQpZe45WxxTHrUZOci2txmbyf0A4nqR6QqZJXFUb7bHdc8Rvg3lxlbAzltMIQ7owTG6fZzham3VxIZ8kiDE9OC_IZbNbjeRrROZrBqEXXGzs-v3yRGk5tvjzxAmho49J-JWDjLuwMPCx4eUkvPfjKmJGmD4RiTt9XMrb5yzij6CNsqSSQs2oZfuTC_M9VKny2
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Tb1VqizD-GSUV84Wsz8Pmx2SpIUuNn3ZTnQpZe45WxxTHrUZOci2txmbyf0A4nqR6QqZJXFUb7bHdc8Rvg3lxlbAzltMIQ7owTG6fZzham3VxIZ8kiDE9OC_IZbNbjeRrROZrBqEXXGzs-v3yRGk5tvjzxAmho49J-JWDjLuwMPCx4eUkvPfjKmJGmD4RiTt9XMrb5yzij6CNsqSSQs2oZfuTC_M9VKny2
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015Tb1VqizD-GSUV84Wsz8Pmx2SpIUuNn3ZTnQpZe45WxxTHrUZOci2txmbyf0A4nqR6QqZJXFUb7bHdc8Rvg3lxlbAzltMIQ7owTG6fZzham3VxIZ8kiDE9OC_IZbNbjeRrROZrBqEXXGzs-v3yRGk5tvjzxAmho49J-JWDjLuwMPCx4eUkvPfjKmJGmD4RiTt9XMrb5yzij6CNsqSSQs2oZfuTC_M9VKny2
mailto:csa5305@gmail.com
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Greetings, as our year of unknown plans 

continues. Districts and units are meeting in 

person or continuing to meet virtually or a 

combination of the two. As we continue to move 

forward, remember your giving to United 

Methodist Women is greatly needed as the 

mission programs have continued and may need 

more funds as they have had to change how 

they do their programing in relation to the covid 

virus.  

The Mission Today 2021 Form can be a 

guideline for planning the rest of your year. Keep 

track of what your unit has done so you have it 

completed and ready to turn in at the end of 

2021. If you have not held your Call to Prayer 

and Self-Denial Offering, you can still plan to 

have it as part of your programing. It is a 

designated offering with the funds received 

being distributed in 2022. The Theme is “She 

Leads – Empowering Women to Make a 

Difference”. Quoting from the informational 

pamphlet for the 2021 Call to Prayer and Self-

Denial - the Offering “will support programs 

offered by National Mission Institutions and 

international partner organizations that promote 

leadership development.” There is also a good 

program in the program book.  

Continue to promote “Giving to the five Channels 

of Giving” which are the ways National United  

Methodist Women receive funds to support all  

the mission programs and institutions in the 

United States and abroad. Are you giving to all 

five plus Lucille Raines Residence, Mission u, 

the Youth and Young Adult Scholarship Fund, 

and the Legacy Fund? Be an All Star Woman. 

Check out the UMW website - Mission Giving on 

unitedmethodistwomen.org - to learn and share 

about different National Mission Institutions we 

support, International Mission Partners, Regional 

Missionaries, and “Voices in the Field” webinars.  

The response magazine has many good articles 

and pictures of different mission programs - 

national and international. The Prayer Calendar 

lists the missionaries and Mission Institutions 

that you can send cards to and pray for.  
 

Your pledge and other giving is given to your 

local treasurer who will send it on to your District 

who sends it to the Conference who sends it on 

to National.  

Coming later in the fall is the World Thank 

Offering. Check the Program Book for a 

suggested Program.  

Remember – Mission needs don’t stop. Mission 

continues and needs our support.  
 

MARTHA MILHOUSE   

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION COORDINATOR 

mdmilhouse@gmail.com | 812-372-2062 

What’s New With E & I 

Page 9 

“When you volunteer your time, donate funds, or provide acts of service,  

always give from your heart and give for the sake of giving.”  

~Heidi Catherine Culbertson  

Fall update for Local and District Education and Interpretation Coordinators  

and for all UMW members. 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:mdmilhouse@gmail.com
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Today a Reader………Tomorrow a leader! 
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It is easy to participate in the UMW Reading 

Program, and the rewards are mighty to explore 

and share with others what you are learning.  

The books are divided into five categories and 

are available for people of all ages and reading 

levels.  The books vary from  “captivating 

novels and heartfelt biographies to urgent 

messages about issues such as climate change 

and mass incarceration” as well as growing in 

leadership and spiritual growth.   
 

Just choose one of the four plans and start 

reading.  Remember that the study books from 

Mission u this summer count as bonus books 

which means they equal two books in different 

categories.  And now you can engage in the 

many Faith Talks and podcasts available 

through the UMW webpage (three podcasts 

equal two books in the spiritual growth 

category). Check the book lists on the UMW 

webpage from 2015 through 2022 to view the 

many choices you have! 
 

Check school and public libraries as well as 

local independent bookstores to gather your 

books.  And get creative with sharing and 

exchanging your favorites with other UMW 

units. You can also find many for your Kindle or 

tablet. Perhaps you may want to have a ‘zoom’ 

reading club! 
 

One of the reading categories is 'Leadership 

Development’. A book I enjoyed in this category 

is Cinderella Liberator by Rebecca Solnit.  It is 

a modern twist on the traditional tale.   

Cinderella plays an active role in writing her 

own destiny and finds the prince needs some 

help also.  Even though it is a children/youth 

story, the new twists in the plot will encourage 

us as well as young readers to want to change 

the world and ourselves! And the art work is 

delightful too. I think you will enjoy it and will 

want to share it with others. 
 

Another leadership book I think you will like is 

Vital Voices - The Power of Women Leading 

Change Around the World by Alyse Nelson, 

president and chief executive officer of Vital 

Voices Global Partnership. The author has 

worked with women leaders since 1996 to 

develop mentoring and training programs in 

over 140 countries. 
 

A book in the Spiritual Growth category I think 

you will enjoy is We Pray With Her.  It is an 

inspiring collection of 100 devotions written by 

70 women led by a five member editorial team.  

(Emily Peck-McClain, Danyelle Trexler, Jen 

Tyler, J. Paige Boyer, and Shannon Sullivan) 
 

And don’t forget to read response - the 

magazine of women in mission. It is full of good 

stuff!  It is one of the best resources you can 

have as a United Methodist Woman!   
 

Read, think, Lead! 
 

DENISE GELLER | PROGRAM RESOURCES 

denisesg49@gmail.com | 260-625-4786 

“Read. Travel. Read. Ask. Read. Learn. Read. Connect. Read.”  ~Dr. Seuss 

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
mailto:denisesg49@gmail.com
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Another year of Mission u is behind us, but this 
year brought a new dimension to the event. 
Mission u 2021 took place on ZOOM over four 
consecutive Saturdays in July. None of us knew 
what to expect. Would people register for a 
virtual event? Would the lower cost and 
convenience of viewing from home entice 
people to attend who hadn’t before? Would we 
learn as much from a virtual event as we did an 
in-person event? Would there be enough 
people who know how to make a ZOOM event 
happen, or even how to use ZOOM, to pull off 
the first virtual Mission u?  

The answer to all those questions turned out to 
be, “Yes!” We had 121 people register for virtual 
Mission u. The cost of only $50 allowed people 
to attend who normally could not afford to 
attend and many loved the convenience of 
participating from their home. From the survey 
responses which we have received so far, and 
from my own experience, we all learned a lot 
about some very relevant topics. And amazingly 
enough, we not only had people within our team 
who were skilled enough to make this event 
happen, we had 121 participants who were 
willing to step outside their comfort zone to join 
us, using a form of communication that was 

new to many of us just 18 months ago. I’d call 
that a successful event!  

Next summer, we hope to present Mission u 
both in-person and on ZOOM. None of us can 
predict what things will be like next summer, 
concerning the COVID pandemic, but we are 
praying that a year from now it will be under 
control enough for us to meet face to face. Stay 
tuned in the coming months for news about 
when, where, and how Mission u 2022 will 
come about. If you have suggestions, please 
share them with me.  

Please take what you have learned at Mission u 
back to your church and share it with your unit. 
Use what you have learned to minister to and 
serve the women and children of this hurting 
world. We are UMW! We are women of action! 
Let us go out into the world and make a 
difference. As one of our Mission u songs 
reminds us, “Put one foot in front of the other 
and lead with love.” Hope begins when we take 
the first step…together. I hope to see you next 
year at Mission u 2022. 
 

ANN CASHNER, DEAN OF MISSION U                              
dovesnestphotos@icloud.com 765-994-1979 

Virtual Mission u 2021  

 

United Methodist Women - Legacy Fund Fund Endowment Campaign   
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https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150/home?form=legacyfund
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You Must 

Matthew 16:24 – “Then Jesus said to his 

disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 

you must give up your own way, take up your 

cross, and follow me.” (New Living Translation) 

Jesus never made things easy.  As soon as His 

disciples started getting comfortable, He would 

throw them another curve ball.  Jesus knew that 

being comfortable was a very dangerous place 

to be.  He knew that when the disciples (even us 

today) got comfortable that they would forget 

Him.  Remember the Garden of Gethsemane!  

Jesus was praying and in deep anguish, while 

the disciples were soundly sleeping.  They had 

gotten comfortable with Jesus being with them, 

even though Jesus had told them that His time 

had almost come to go away.  How much easier 

it is for us to get too comfortable and forget Him 

because He is not ‘physically’ here. 

This verse above is one that I have been stuck 

on for a while and the phrase that always sticks 

out is “YOU MUST”.  I have been trying to figure 

out for a few weeks why this phrase kept sticking 

out.  Now, I finally think I know what Jesus is 

trying to tell me.  This world is scary, with or 

without the pandemic.  I can help to make this 

world a better place but honestly if I only help in 

my own power, then I am only scratching the 

surface of what can happen.  Jesus didn’t just  

 

come to this world to die on the cross.  He came 

to give us all victory, through His blood!  He 

came to save this world from itself.  He came so 

that His power would then be able to dwell within 

us.  Jesus does not just want to take control, 

even though He could.  Jesus wants me to 

choose to give Him the control!  Jesus is telling 

me that I must pray!  When I pray, I tap into the 

power of Jesus within me.  I am no longer just 

scratching the surface, but truly digging deep 

and make some real changes with Jesus’ help.  

When I use the power of prayer, I am 

surrendering my plan to follow His.  I am telling 

Him, “I can’t but You can!”  I am saying, “This 

problem seems big, but I know that You are 

bigger!”   

I know the past year has been hard, but never 

forget the power of prayer!  Jesus does not want 

you to lose heart.  He wants you to trust Him!  

He already knows the ending, so will you trust 

Him in the middle? 

John 16:33 - “Here on earth you will have many 

trials and sorrows.  But take heart, because I 

have overcome the world.” (New Living 

Translation) 

VICTORIA DUMPERT | MUSIC COORDINATOR 
vydumpert@gmail.com | 765-716-3140  

Music Coordinator 

~Jesus 
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Indiana Conference United Methodist Women 

Proposed Slated of Officers for 2022 

 

President 

** Kathie Clemenz (22-23) 

6523 Cane Ridge Court 
Indianapolis 46268-4022 
317-991-5671 
kkclemenz@sbcglobal.net 

Education and Interpretation 

Martha Milhouse (21-22) 
1070 W Jefferson Street 
Franklin 46131-2179 
812-372-2062 
mdmilhouse@gmail.com 

 

Vice President 

* Sherrae Davis (22-23) 
809 Stockbridge 
Westfield 46074-8870 
317-710-4130 

sherrae.davis@gotown.net 

Membership Nurture and Outreach 

* Lori St Pierre (21-22) 

760 Lana Oaks Dr 
Chesterton 46304-3269 
219-728-9816 

lastpierre56@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

** Trisha Staneart (22-23) 
2802 Cross Creek Circle 
Westfield 46074-9728 
317-867-2277 
tstaneart@frontier.com 

 
Treasurer 
Jackie Moore (19-22) 
5134 Pike Creek Lane 
Indianapolis 46254-5784 

317-413-3927 
jackqueh6@yahoo.com 

Secretary of Program Resources 
Denise Geller (19-22) 

9034 Butt Road 
Fort Wayne 46818-9433 
260-625-4786 

denisesg49@gmail.com 

 
Communication Coordinator 

** Bonnie Elam (22-23) 
6919 Forest Glen Court 
Fort Wayne 46815-7968 
260-341-1687 
blelam21@gmail.com 

 

Spiritual Growth 
* Cheryl Wilson (22-23) 

8463 S 1000 W 
Losantville 47354-9436 
765-465-0083 
cheryl47354@yahoo.com 

Chairperson,Committee on Nominations 

Jeanie Estep (Class of 2023) NE 
1827 S 445 E 
LaGrange 46761-9794 

260-463-1197 
jparkestep@gmail.com 

 

Social Action 
** Carol Tiller-Luchtman (22-23) 

5305 Alameda Road 
Indianapolis 46228-2402 
317-313-9376 

csa5305@gmail.com 

Committee on Nominations 

Sara Mayes (Class of 2022) SW 
404 Middle Street 
Newburgh 47360-1336 
270-577-9003 

skma092362@aol.com 

*Denotes new officer **2nd 2-year term 
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Assistant Dean 

Cecelia Whitfield (21-22) 
2861 N Capital Avenue 
Indianapolis 46208-5129 
317-728-2518 

cecelia63.whitfield@gmail.com 
 

Business Manager 
** Brenda Crawford (20-23) 

PO Box 21 
Windfall 46076-0021 
765-437-4576 
nbcraw@yahoo.com 

 

Registrar Mission u Registrar 
Vacant 
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Committee on Nominations cont’d 

 
Class of 2022 N 
Class of 2022 SE 

 
Pauline Neal (Class of 2023) NC 
2309 Fulton St Apt. D 
765-425-9284 

Anderson 46016-3665 
peneal34@gmail.com 

 
Class of 2023 NW 
Class of 2023 W 

 
* Billie Sommers (Class of 2024) E 

10201 E Sunset Drive 
Selma 47383-9519 
765-741-0738 
billiesommers@aol.com 

 
* Sarah Spearman (Class of 2025) C 

3530 Watson Road 
Indianapolis 46205-3546 
317-938-7710 

sjspearman@ameritech.net 

Appointed Leaders 

 
Language Coordinator 
Kathy Lentz 

15126 Count Fleet Court 
Carmel 46032-1028 
317-652-0487 
kathylentz@gmail.com 

 
Music Coordinator 
Victoria Dumpert (19-22) 
3200 Moore Road 

Muncie 47304-5735 
765-716-3140 
vydumpert@gmail.com 

 
Young Women’s Coordinator 
LaNisha Clark 
5610 Noble Drive 
Indianapolis 46234-7723 
317-286-3779 

lanishaiclark@gmail.com  

 
Dean of Mission u 
Ann Cashner (21-22) 
1207 Sylvan Nook Drive 
Richmond 47374-1649 

765-962-9458 
dovenestphotos@gmail.com 

Volunteers don’t get paid,  

 not because they’re 

worthless, but because  

  they’re priceless. 

~Sherry Anderson 



2022 Proposed Conference Budget 

Conference Askings   

Lucille Raines Residence $12/member 

Mission u $2/member 

Youth & Young Adult  
Scholarship 

$1/member 

Using the camera on your smart phone or other mobile device, you can go 

to the IN UMW webpage.   

United Methodist Women of the Indiana United Methodist Conference (inumc.org)  

Click on the link below (some may need to hold the ctrl button and click) to find 

information about Indiana UMW, upcoming events, the proposed slate of officers, links 

to the UMW website, Lucille Raines website, and so much more.  Check it out! 
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Exciting plans are underway for the 21st Assembly of United 
Methodist Women, May 20-22, 2022.                                                  

We hope that you will be among the thousands of women attending this excit-
ing celebration in Orlando, Florida. The Assembly website contains a wealth of 
information and resources regarding the upcoming event. We invite you to visit 
the site at assembly2022.org. 

 
 

Registration opens 
Registration will open on Sept. 1, 2021 for either the in-person event or the virtual experience. In an 
effort to protect our environment and reduce printed resources, registration confirmation and updates 
will be handled via e-mail. Register early online at assembly2022.org to receive the early bird dis-
count of $30 off the regular registration fee. The discount ends on Nov. 30, 2021. A registration 
acknowledgement will be e-mailed to you upon completion of your registration. 
  
Please know that proof of vaccination and/or wearing a mask may be required to attend Assembly. 
The United Methodist Women National Office is following guidelines issued by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC) and will comply with all applicable health and safety guidance to 
protect the safety of event attendees. We ask that you remain flexible with us as we continue to mon-
itor best options as health guidelines evolve. We are excited to be able to offer both a live and a vir-
tual option for the 2022 Assembly. 
 
Virtual registration kickoff 
Save the date for our TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime Sept. 8, 7-8 p.m. ET. Get excited about all we 
have to look forward to at this TURN IT UP! Assembly. Hear inspiring Assembly stories—How did 
you first come to Assembly? Who have you brought over the years? Receive updates on our prepa-
rations to be safe at Assembly. Learn how to run your own TURN IT UP! Virtual Teatime and help 
recruit more attendees to this important Assembly. Click the following link on Sept. 8 to join the virtu-
al marketing kickoff: https://link.gntv.info/umwassemblymarketing. Please share this link with your 
conference members and those interested in attending Assembly. 
 
Workshops  
Assembly 2022 will feature pre-registered workshops. When you register for Assembly, you may sign 
up for one workshop on Friday and one workshop on Saturday. The list of workshops will be posted 
on the Assembly website, under the Event Info tab—Workshops drop-down menu, so you may re-
view the options prior to registering and make a list of your top choices. 
 
Virtual option 
Can't join us in Orlando? Then join us from your living room! Assembly 2022 has both in-person and 
online experiences allowing even more women to participate and TURN IT UP! Virtual attendees re-
ceive access to all five Community Gatherings, one workshop on Friday and Saturday, exclusive 
behind-the-scenes speaker interviews, sisterhood networking, and more. Knowing you no longer 
pay for travel, hotel, and meals—this is a great bargain for the low early registration price of $199. 
Please know that your link for the virtual option can only be used with one device and cannot be 
shared. 
 

Get ready to TURN IT UP! 
 

Watch your e-mail for Assembly updates and please visit assembly2022.org for more information. 
 

Join us in prayer and planning so all who participate experience a joyful and enriching event! 
 
Sincerely,  
Assembly Planning Team  Page 16 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=btTkUyN03wJ50W0P-wq7xdNJDqSpzkKioL3fcpmdjoy0C8yHd42XzQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=_xfhMGTmb1Mwdfnaaf0f2AS6PxJJZCsYhyPfeJyHRx-uugTdkKPSqg
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=-Ic74afcOvFI3HhiZnYAF_3dGcB-R9Ir7n0vKZaN85VQTdKi3ADFHQ
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=a_lVuQC0yPb8ojUUGB_6fDo790ITYiytapycpwBuwQo4Rt8SlIa2lg


2022 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
DISTRICT / LOCAL ORGANIZATION OFFICERS 

 

Please type or print clearly, the information and return to your District Secretary and the 

Conference Directory Coordinator by December 1, 2021.  Due to post office mailing 

regulations, we do need your 9-digit zip code!  Check your utility bills for these. 

 

District:                                                                  Church:  

Mailing Address:     City:                                                  zip+4 

President: 

 Mailing Address:     city                        zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Vice-President: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

Phone:       e-mail:  

Secretary:  

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Treasurer:  

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

 

MISSION COORDINATOR FOR: 

Spiritual Growth:  

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Education & Interpretation: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

 

 



Social Action: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Membership Nurture & Outreach: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Secretary for Program Resources:  

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Chairperson for Committee on Nominations: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

Communications Coordinator: 

Mailing Address: zip+4 

 Phone:       e-mail: 

 
 
Upon completion of this form, PLEASE send a copy to your District Secretary and the 
Conference Directory Coordinator: 
 

District Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And to: 
 

 

Barb McCoy 
Conference Directory Coordinator 
1025 Brandon Way  
Fort Wayne, IN   46845-2390 
260-637-1842 
barb.mccoy@frontier.com 
 
Without these names and addresses, your district and conference teams don’t know who 
should receive newsletters, fliers, and special e-alerts.  Thanks to all of you for your help in 

making our Conference Directory as complete as possible. 

Please send via e-mail if 

possible, but USPS is 

greatly appreciated and 

accepted as well. 



 

United Methodist Women of Indiana 

2021 Silent Retreat 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God 

-Ephesians 2:8 
 

When: October 22-24, 2021 
(Registration and check-in is Friday 6-7:45 pm —Indianapolis time) 

Retreat starts at 8 pm Friday with 36 hours of SILENCE featuring guided meditations and 
activities concluding with Sunday worship and lunch 

Where: Saint Joseph Retreat and Conference Center 
1440 W Division Rd, Tipton, IN 

(765) 551-9570 
COST: $200 per participant (Limited to the first 40 to register) 

Facilitators: Barbara King & Felicia Stewart 
 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION Deadline: Monday October 11, 2021 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

City & Zip: Email: 

Church: District: 

Special Needs: Handicap Accessible: Yes No IF yes, please specify 
Special Diet:  Yes No IF yes, please specify 

Other:     

Accommodations include a single room with private bath for 2 nights and 5 meals: 
Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner and Sunday breakfast and lunch 

Please send completed registration with your check made payable to UMW of IN to: 
Jeanie Estep, Registrar 
1827 South 445 East 
LaGrange, IN 46761 

Phone: (260) 463-1197 
jparkestep@gmail.com 

 
Cancellation Notice: Please be mindful that UMW of Indiana Conference incurs certain fixed costs due to contractual 
obligations. Because of our desire to be good stewards of mission funds, participants are asked to give at least 10 
days notice of cancellation prior to the date of the event. 
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Indiana Conference 

  
 

2022 Youth & Young Adult Service Scholarship Fund Committee 

 

Committee Chair:  Martha Milhouse 

Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation 
 

Committee Members: President Kathie Clemenz, Treasurer Jacki 

Moore, North Central President Connie Pearson, Southeast President                              
Mary Packard, Young Women's Coordinator LaNisha Clark   

Direct questions or mail applications to: Conference Mission Coordinator for Education and Interpretation:  

Martha Milhouse, 1070 W. Jefferson St., Franklin, IN 46131, 812-372-2062, mdmilhouse@gmail.com 
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2021 MISSION TODAY REPORT 

LOCAL ORGANIZATION 

United Methodist Women of Indiana 

United Methodist Women demonstrate their commitment to the PURPOSE through their Prayers, Presence, Participa-
tion, Gifts and Service. 

  

PRAYERS 

  Used the Prayer Calendar at each meeting to pray for mission personnel and projects. * 

  Communicated with at least 5 persons listed in the Prayer Calendar during the year. 

  Held a mini‐Spiritual Growth Retreat. 

PRESENCE 

  At least two members were added to the membership roll. 

  At least one member (not a conference or district officer) attended Mission U or Sampler Day. 

  At least two members (not a conference or district officer) attended a district or conference annual meeting.  This could  
include attendance to districts/conference events such as: district spiritual enrichment day, district Mini Mission u, district 
officer training, or conference annual spiritual growth retreat., etc. 

PARTICIPATION 

  At least two members subscribed to and/or read response magazine (including online articles). * 

  Used at least two programs from a UMW Program Book during the year. * 

  Conducted at least one Mission u study during the year. * 

  At least one member is a member of the UMW’s Ac on Network to receive Ac on Alerts and share with members. 

  Told a mission story at meetings through sharing “member support “articles (identified by the Mission Giving logo—see  
other side) from response. 

  Included a book review/report on a Reading Program book during a meeting. 

  At least two members completed one of the Reading Program Plans. 

  Initiated a new or expanded an already‐existing Local Ministry Program which benefits women, children &/or youth. * 

  Attended a “Tour-Talk-Lunch” (“TTL”) at Lucille Raines Residence or gave in-kind or monetary support beyond the conference 
asking.* 

GIFTS 

  Made and met its Pledge to Mission. * 

  Received Five Star recognition by contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving. 

  Remitted the Conference Asking of $13 per member. * 

SERVICE 

  Implemented the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way during the year. * 

  Participated in at least two events/activities during the year which focused on Current Justice Issues. 
  

Mission Today Report Revised February 2021 

Return completed form to: (Your District’s Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation) 

Deadline for reporting:  January 15, 2022 

Local Organization District: 

Reporting Officer Name & Position: 

Email or postal address: Phone: 
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 2021 UMW INDIANA CALENDAR 

ALL TIMES ARE EASTERN 

 Twin sheet sets (regular length) 

 Pillows  

 Shower curtain liners (heavy)  

 Shower curtain rings 

 Laundry detergent 

 Hygiene products 

 Toilet paper 

 Shampoo & Conditioner 

 Body Wash (especially for men) 

 Your prayers 

 Your time 

 Monetary donations 

Ongoing Needs and Ways to Serve 
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Rainesfest is coming!  October 18-19 
This special event means so much to the residents!                                               

Thank you for your generous donations! 

October 2:  Annual Celebration   St Andrew UMC, Indianapolis    

Beginning at 9:45 a.m.   Watch for details. 
 

October 22-24:  Silent Retreat   St. Joseph Retreat Center, Tipton, IN  

Friday, 8:00 p.m. - Sunday, 12-Noon 
  

November 6:  Leadership Development and Officer Training 

Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. - Virtual 
 

2022 Events 

Legislative Day   Details TBA 

Spiritual Growth Retreat   Details TBA 

UMW Assembly   May 20-22, 2022   Orlando, Florida    

Mission u   Details TBA 

Annual Celebration   October 8-9   Details TBA 

Silent Retreat   Sarto Retreat House, Evansville, IN   Date TBA. 
 

Leadership Development and Officer Training   November 5   

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
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INDIANA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

Bonnie Elam 

United Methodist Women of Indiana 

6919 Forest Glen Court 

Fort Wayne, IN  46815 

 

Share this newsletter with others! 

Save printing and postage costs- request to 

get the newsletter and announcements sent to 

your email---sign up at this link! 

Or send an email to:  blelam21@gmail.com 
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United Methodist Women shall be a  

community of women whose purpose is to  

know God and to experience freedom as whole  

persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,  

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission  

through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

https://www.inumc.org/engage/adults/united-methodist-women/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001C5H1Ps_ZTVslNvyQEtU8bs5tqxLmdPXchpQ3l1_USGP9x0Cawc8JXFgqBkj9AQqAWKG5u7NXkePZq0ouvYu6QQQ5lcPyRi4hds2tsm2SMIBuUZSLs8yvEacMv0-wp05MdWEnGn3f71gJk94IunoNfn5wLtY8c4YS
https://d.docs.live.net/d0a41ab31fa3f94c/Documents/UMW/1AA%20Indiana%20Conference/COMMUNICATIONS%20COORDINATOR/2020%20September%20Mission%20Messenger/blelam21@gmail.com

