
1 

 

CANDLER SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 1 

 2 

Since 1914, Candler School of Theology at Emory University has lived into our mission, 3 
educating faithful and creative leaders for the church’s ministries throughout the world. 4 
This year, as we leaned into this critical work and continued to adapt to a world changed 5 
by the coronavirus pandemic, we imagined new possibilities for students who are called 6 
by God to pursue serious theological study and preparation for ministry. For some, 7 
opening avenues to graduate theological education requires moving financial 8 
obstacles, and for others, geography or family responsibilities may be the barriers. 9 
Candler is committed to assisting students in removing these barriers and opening new 10 
pathways to ministry.    11 
 12 
An official seminary of The United Methodist Church, Candler holds true to the Methodist 13 
value of ecumenical openness, enthusiastically welcoming students from 43 14 
denominations, with 45% of MDiv students coming from the Wesleyan tradition. Our 15 
student body reflects the diversity and breadth of the Christian faithful, with an enrollment 16 
of 466 from 16 countries and 38 states, 45% persons of color (U.S.), and a median age of 17 
28 among MDivs. This diversity is a blessing, enriching our students and our larger 18 
community and providing a “learning laboratory” for ministry in the 21st century—ministry 19 
that reaches across difference, works to resolve injustice, and embodies Christ’s love in 20 
and among us.  21 
 22 
Candler offers six single degrees (MDiv, MTS, MRL MRPL, ThM, DMin) and ten dual degrees. 23 
Our DMin is 90% online, so students can remain in their places of ministry while earning 24 
their degrees. Its high 87% completion rate illustrates both the quality of our students and 25 
Candler’s commitment to their success. This year, we increased online offerings in other 26 
degrees as well. Now students can complete the Master of Religion and Public Life 27 
completely online; the Master of Religious Leadership with concentrations in Youth 28 
Ministry, Justice, Peacebuilding and Conflict Transformation, or Wesleyan Leadership and 29 
Heritage in a hybrid format; and MDiv students can complete core classes online. Plus, 30 
our new Remote Teaching Parish (RTP) program allows MDiv students who have jobs in 31 
ecclesial settings far from our Atlanta campus to take core classes online and complete 32 
their contextual education requirements at their place of ministry, participating in 33 
mentor-led online groups with other RTP students.   34 
 35 
Alleviating student debt through generous financial aid is a top priority. In 2020-2021, we 36 
awarded more than $6.8 million in financial aid, with 100% of MDiv and 98.5% of all 37 
students receiving support. All MDiv students who are certified candidates for ordained 38 
ministry in the UMC receive full-tuition scholarships, and all MDiv, MTS, MRL, and ThM 39 
students who are enrolled part-time or more receive a scholarship covering at least 50% 40 
of tuition for the length of their program. 41 
 42 
Hundreds of laity and theology students alike have joined in classes and events offered 43 
through The Candler Foundry, our innovative program to make theological education 44 
accessible to all. Through short and semester-length courses taught by Candler faculty, 45 
videos and discussion guides to spark conversation in groups or one-on-one, and online 46 
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panel discussions, those who want to delve more deeply into theology and the Bible 1 
have the chance to do just that. View the latest offerings at candlerfoundry.emory.edu.  2 
Associate Dean of Methodist Studies the Rev. Dr. Anne Burkholder will retire from Candler 3 
at the end of the 2021-22 academic year. We are grateful to God for her energetic and 4 
skillful leadership in this vital area as she strengthened the connection between our 5 
students and conferences throughout the UMC, mentoring them as they discerned their 6 
call and navigated the ordination process. 7 
 8 
Candler’s ability to fulfill our mission to provide the church with the faithful and creative 9 
leaders it needs depends upon your prayers, partnership, and support. Thank you for the 10 
countless ways you advance this essential ministry in the life of our denomination. We 11 
invite you to visit us online at candler.emory.edu.  12 
 13 
—Jan Love 14 
Mary Lee Hardin Willard Dean and Professor of Christianity and World Politics 15 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University 16 
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