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Founded in 1837, DePauw University welcomed its 21st President, Dr. Lori S. White in 3 

2020, with her official inauguration taking place on October 1, 2021. Inauguration 4 

Weekend events included a prayer breakfast during which Bishop Julius C. Trimble 5 

preached the homily and the Rev. Dr. Aleze Fulbright (West District Superintendent), 6 

the Rev. Bryan W. Langdoc (Senior Pastor of Gobin Memorial United Methodist 7 

Church), and the Rev. Dr. Maureen Knudsen Langdoc (DePauw University Chaplain 8 

and Associate Dean) led other aspects of the service, offering prayers for Dr. White 9 

and the future of DePauw. 10 

 11 

Under President White’s leadership and after a culmination of 18 months of 12 

campuswide collaboration and the collective insights, recommendations and 13 

feedback from students, staff, faculty and alumni, supported by a 14-member steering 14 

committee made up of constituents across campus, a five-year strategic plan is 15 

helping DePauw rethink and reimagine the liberal arts college of the 21st century. 16 

 17 

DePauw’ Bold & Gold 2027 Strategic Plan will take our university in bold new directions 18 

while remaining true to what makes us Gold Within – the historic strengths and centrality 19 

of our outstanding liberal arts and sciences education and the values we hold most 20 

dear. To cement our status as a world-class 21st-century liberal arts university, our 21 

programs will demonstrate relevance to the careers sought by today’s students, while 22 

continuing to cultivate the skills and competencies employers want – the ability to solve 23 

problems, communicate, collaborate and think holistically – and that arise in a setting 24 

where the power of faculty and student collaboration shines. It envisions a future 25 

marked by Academic Renewal, a rich and Exemplary Student Experience, an 26 

unmistakable commitment to Institutional Equity and a commitment to financial and 27 

operational stewardship that ensures DePauw’s future as a Flourishing University. 28 

 29 

Serving under appointment at DePauw are the Rev. Dr. Maureen Knudsen Langdoc 30 

(University Chaplain and Associate Dean) and the Rev. Beth Newton Watson 31 

(Chaplain). 32 

https://www.depauw.edu/about/president/planning/

