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R-3 “PROVIDING CLARITY FOR CONGREGATIONS DISAFFILIATING  1 

IN THE  INDIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE” (Womack) 2 

 3 

Resolution: 4 

WHEREAS, The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church contains two options for 5 

disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church: 1) Paragraph 2548.2 relating to release 6 

of the trust clause to join a church “represented in the Pan-Methodist Commission or 7 

another evangelical denomination;” or 2) Paragraph 2553 which grants the limited 8 

right, until December 31, 2023, for United Methodist congregations to disaffiliate for 9 

reasons of conscience over the practice of ordination or marriage of self-avowed 10 

practicing homosexuals; and 11 

WHEREAS, the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation offers a 12 

proposal to restructure the United Methodist Church by separation as a means to 13 

resolve our differences, and allow each part of the Church to remain true to its 14 

theological understanding, while recognizing the dignity, equality, integrity, and 15 

respect for every person; and 16 

WHEREAS, prolonged delay of General Conference, and uncertainty whether the 17 

Protocol will be enacted, as well as limited understanding of the requirements in the 18 

Indiana Annual Conference for congregations desiring to disaffiliate continues to 19 

create anxiety and distraction in United Methodist congregations; and 20 

WHEREAS, clarity and transparency about disaffiliation process and requirements will 21 

reduce anxiety and empower local churches to make informed decisions; 22 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2022 Session of the Indiana Annual Conference 23 

directs the Board of Trustees of the Indiana Conference and all officials of the Annual 24 

Conference to be governed by the following principles, policies and processes in 25 

engaging congregations desiring to disaffiliate to join “one of the other 26 

denominations represented in the Pan-Methodist Commission or to another 27 

evangelical denomination (Paragraph 2548.2), or to disaffiliate from the United 28 

Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the 29 

requirements and provision of The Book of Discipline related to the practice of 30 

homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals 31 

as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or 32 

inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow” (Paragraph 33 

2553). 34 

1. Congregations joining one of the denominations represented in the Pan-35 

Methodist Commission or another evangelical church may, at their sole 36 

discretion, choose to disaffiliate under the provisions of Paragraph 2548.2. For 37 

the avoidance of doubt, the list of churches considered to be an evangelical 38 

church for the purposes of Paragraph 2548.2 shall include the Global Methodist 39 

Church. 40 

2. Only congregations disaffiliating to an independent status shall be required to 41 

use the provisions of Paragraph 2553. All churches, regardless of their theological 42 

position, should be permitted to disaffiliate pursuant to Paragraph 2553 so long 43 

as they meet the requirements of Paragraph 2553. 44 

3. Any required payments for unfunded pension liability shall be based on Wespath 45 

calculations of the aggregate unfunded liability of the Annual Conference. 46 

Allocation of a proportional share of that liability to the local church shall be 47 
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determined using the ratio of the church’s total annual appointed clergy 1 

compensation (salary + housing) to the Indiana Conference’s total appointed 2 

clergy compensation for all clergy. Actuarial reports and financial statements 3 

supporting the proportional share formula shall be provided upon request. 4 

4. The Indiana Conference Trustees and officials shall adhere to the following policies 5 

in administering Paragraph 2548.2: 6 

a. Any allocation, exchange of property, or comity agreement shall include only 7 

the following requirements. 8 

i. In addition to releasing the local church’s property in accordance with the 9 

policies of the receiving denomination, the local church retains all its other 10 

assets and liabilities. 11 

ii. The local church shall repay previously documented loans from the Annual 12 

Conference. 13 

iii. The local church shall either remain under Wespath and carry its unfunded 14 

liability forward with it or repay the Indiana Conference for the local 15 

church’s proportional share of the unfunded liability. The liability shall 16 

include unfunded obligations related to The United Methodist Church’s 17 

pre-1982 pension plan, the Ministerial Pension Plan, and/or the Clergy 18 

Retirement Security Program. Actuarial reports and financial statements 19 

from Wespath affirming the unfunded liability shall be provided to 20 

departing churches. 21 

iv. No additional sums will be required to obtain release of all the 22 

congregation’s property and assets from the trust clause. 23 

b. The local church shall make the decision to disaffiliate at a church conference 24 

duly called according to the provisions of The Book of Discipline. The Church 25 

Council (or its equivalent) shall determine whether a simple majority or a two-26 

thirds super majority shall be required for approval of the motion to disaffiliate. 27 

The district superintendent shall approve the request of the Church Council 28 

and shall preside or choose another elder to preside at a church conference 29 

to take place no later than sixty days after the request is made. 30 

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that having approved the principles, policies, and 31 

processes contained in this resolution, the Indiana annual conference members thereby 32 

give their consent to the disaffiliation of any local church meeting the requirements of 33 

this resolution and no further vote of approval of the Indiana Annual Conference 34 

members shall be required. 35 

 36 

Rationale: 37 

"The news of a General Conference postponement brings a wide range of reactions 38 

from disappointment and despair, to anger and fear. ... But I pray that the story of 39 

continued strife and division will not prevail in our United Methodist churches in Indiana. 40 

First, because the message and promise of Jesus Christ is needed more today than at 41 

any time in our lifetimes. People still need hope. People in our communities still need care. 42 

Christ still needs our participation to make a difference in the world. We have a purpose 43 

that stands strong with or without a meeting of the General Conference. People need 44 

Jesus! Being the Church that offers fresh bread of love, fresh bread of hope, fresh bread 45 

of life in Jesus remains our call. People desperately need Jesus! 46 

 47 
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Even so, it’s no secret that there are profound differences in the church about how God 1 

is calling us to be in ministry in the world. And while I remain unapologetically United 2 

Methodist and committed to the UMC, I am also working to explore and clarify the 3 

possibilities that the Book of Discipline makes available in the event that churches request 4 

the opportunity to leave the denomination. Some will speak of roadblocks, but it’s 5 

important for pastors and congregations to know that your Bishop is preparing to 6 

continue to work graciously in the days ahead to open paths that may be available for 7 

those who find the thought of waiting until 2024 to be too much to bear. I will lead with 8 

respect and compassion for all. 9 

This is my promise. ... I will place no Episcopal impediments upon those who prayerfully 10 

discern they must leave the Church." 11 

 12 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 13 

"Bishop's Response to the General Conference Postponement" 14 

March 4, 2022 15 

 16 

"Honoring the expressed desire of some churches and church leaders to leave The United 17 

Methodist Church and participate in other denominations, we call bishops and annual 18 

conferences to use existing disciplinary authority to find grace-filled ways for these 19 

leaders and churches to follow their call now, allowing them to take their church 20 

property with them where appropriate." 21 

 22 

“A Call to Grace” emphasizes that “it is our intention to shift our focus from legislative 23 

solutions that are dependent upon a General Conference to supporting strategies for a 24 

gracious exit that can be enacted at the annual conference, central conference, and 25 

jurisdictional levels.” 26 

 27 

"A Call to Grace" and "A Call to Grace Press Release" 28 

https://www.acalltograce.com/  29 

November 2, 2021 30 

 31 

Financial Implications: Yes 32 

Churches withdrawing from the Indiana Conference under Paragraph 2548.2 may result 33 

in a loss of income to the Conference due to Conference tithes no longer being paid by 34 

those churches.  This loss of income may be fully or partially offset by lower Conference 35 

expenses for servicing a smaller number of churches in Indiana.  This resolution makes 36 

"open paths that may be available for those who find the thought of waiting until 2024 37 

to be too much to bear" (quoting Bishop Trimble) a reality and helps avoid large legal 38 

expenses for lawsuits that may otherwise result.  The net impact of this resolution cannot 39 

be accurately predicted. 40 

 41 

Groups to forward/affirm: 42 

All Indiana Conference staff, all Indiana appointed clergy, and the Lay Leaders of all 43 

Indiana congregations.  The submitter of this resolution does not have this contact 44 

information, rather this contact information is known to the Conference administrative 45 

staff. 46 

 47 

Mike Womack 48 
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mikewomack@comcast.net 1 

317-501-5568 2 

mailto:mikewomack@comcast.net

