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SAINT PAUL SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 2 

 3 

Educating tomorrow's leaders by offering on-campus, online, and hybrid learning courses 4 

at a FLEXible schedule, Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary of the United Methodist 5 

Church committed to the formation of people for innovative, creative ministry. Grounded 6 

in the academic study of faith and ministry, theology is practiced in a traditional 7 

classroom and a contextual curriculum.  8 

 9 

As the global pandemic continues to bring challenges to our daily lives, Saint Paul School 10 

of Theology began the 2021-2022 academic year, again offering students an option to 11 

attend courses via Zoom or on-campus while maintaining safety protocols. Our weekly 12 

chapel service continues to be available online, allowing staff and students to come 13 

together as one institution where all are invited to create a sacred atmosphere from 14 

wherever they are.  In addition to faculty and staff serving as chapel speakers, we were 15 

blessed to have alumni and special guest speakers Rev. Winter Hamilton of Manchester 16 

UMC, Rev. Delesslyn Kennebrew, Rev. Dr. Carol Cook Moore, and more. Chapel 17 

recordings are available on the Saint Paul YouTube channel for those who cannot join 18 

live. 19 

 20 

Saint Paul staff and faculty continue to contribute to the academy, church, and society.  21 

This year, we have had many faculty and staff changes.  After many years of tremendous 22 

service to students and the Seminary, Dr. James Brandt and Dr. Hal Knight announced 23 

retirement plans effective at the end of the 2021-2022 academic year. In addition, Dr. 24 

Jeanne Hoeft will step down from her role as Vice President of Academic Affairs and 25 

Dean at the end of the academic year but will continue as faculty.  New additions to the 26 

Seminary family include Dr. Joshua Bartholomew, Assistant Professor of Ethics, Church and 27 

Society; Dr. Tiffany Nagel Monroe, Executive Director of the Oklahoma Campus; and 28 

Rabbi Michael Zedek, Rabbi-in-Residence. 29 

 30 

The faculty of Saint Paul School of Theology maintains high standards of scholarship, 31 

research, publication, and engagement.  Over the past year, their many activities and 32 

publications have been so numerous that space permits only the sharing of selected 33 

highlights. 34 

• Dr. Nancy Howell, Professor of Theology and Philosophy of Religion and Oubri A. 35 

Poppele Professor of Health and Welfare Ministries, was re-elected to a second 36 

term on the Executive Committee of the International Society for Science and 37 

Religion. She also had an article published in a South African journal. With more 38 

than a decade of service, she serves on the Broader Social Impacts Committee 39 

of the National Museum of Natural History at the Smithsonian. 40 

• Dr. Casey Sigmon, Assistant Professor of Preaching and Worship and Director of 41 

Contextual Education, was invited to be a writer for "Lent Another Way," an e-42 

course, with The Plural Guild and The Many, and she offered the convocation 43 

address for Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School in Fall 2021.  She also applied 44 
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for and received a grant from the Wabash Center for Teaching to support my 1 

project entitled: "Resisting the Plagiarized Pulpit: Helping Students and the 2 

Professor to Find trust their voice through Artistic Instructional Design."     3 

• This January, Dr. Joshua Bartholomew, Assistant Professor of Ethics, Church and 4 

Society, was the guest speaker at a Kansas City event, "Black Theology and the 5 

Black Panthers: A Conversation with Dr. Joshua Bartholomew." In addition, he was 6 

recently interviewed by Climate Central for the article " 'A moral imperative': 7 

Monastic sisters in rural Midwest make faith-based case for climate action." 8 

 9 

Saint Paul welcomed 45 new students for the 2021-2022 academic year.  New student 10 

enrollment for the Fall semester increased by 44% (34 new students), with an overall 11 

increase for the year of 73%.  With the COVID-19 pandemic still in our midst, prospective 12 

students previewed the Saint Paul community and curriculum via online visits.  Students 13 

joined in community worship, attended classes, and participated in online discussions 14 

with current students to discern if Saint Paul was indeed their choice for theological 15 

education.  Enrollment remained strong for the Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree program 16 

with promising growth in our newly designed Master of Arts in Theological Studies (MATS) 17 

and Master of Arts in Christian Ministry (MACM) programs. 18 

 19 

In September, Saint Paul held the 2021 Harrington Lecture online featuring Dr. Eboo Patel. 20 

His lecture, "We Need to Build: Field Notes for Diverse Democracy," expanded knowledge 21 

and built skills, helping people become the kind of leaders our diverse democracy needs.  22 

In the Spring Semester, Saint Paul Evangelical Society, led by Dr. Hal Knight, hosted a 23 

forum given by Dr. Amos Yong, Professor of Theology and Mission, and Dean of the School 24 

of Mission and Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary, on "The Holy Spirit and People of 25 

other Faiths: Relational Christian Witness in the 2020s." Later in the semester, the 26 

Evangelical Society hosted a lecture featuring Dr. Joy Moore, Professor of Biblical 27 

Preaching and Vice-President for Academic Affairs and Academic Dean at Luther 28 

Seminary.  And for the first time, on May 13, Saint Paul held a hybrid commencement 29 

celebration via Zoom, allowing graduates to come together from both the Kansas and 30 

Oklahoma Campuses with attendees viewing from around the country.  We honored the 31 

2022 Distinguished Graduate Award Winner and Commencement Speaker Dr. Stan 32 

Copeland during the ceremony.  33 

 34 

For the 2021-2022 fiscal year, Saint Paul Course of Study (COS) School educated 228 35 

individual students, 49 of which were new students, with approximately 550 registrations 36 

and offering a total of 50 courses.  Serving 32 Conferences, including 94 Districts, 121 Full 37 

Time and 106 Part-Time Licensed Local Pastors comprised these registrations.  Saint Paul 38 

Course of Study School welcomed new Regional Director Dr. Lucas Endicott.  Dr. Endicott 39 

has been serving as Associate Director for the Office of Mission, Service, and Justice at 40 

the Missouri Annual Conference and lecturing at Central Methodist University.  Due to the 41 

continuing pandemic, the school has continued its course offerings in both asynchronous 42 

and synchronous online formats. Utilizing this online format, we reached students in 24 43 

states.  Plans include an increase in the number of hybrid course offerings.  This fiscal year 44 

has also ushered in the new ability of online registration completed by the student and 45 

access to their student account through Populi as used by Seminary students.  All our 46 

students share the same benefits by integrating Course of Study School into Populi, 47 

making them a more integrated part of the Saint Paul experience.  48 
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Saint Paul Board of Trustees added two new members to their ranks: Ms. Debra "Debbie" 1 

Buzard, Director of Outreach Ministry at First United Methodist Church of Kearney; and 2 

Rev. Martin "Tino" Herrera, Congregational Care Pastor at UM Church of the Resurrection.  3 

Through a Board initiative related to diversity and inclusion, the Saint Paul Board of 4 

Trustees has devoted a significant portion of the last year's meetings to church leaders 5 

with experience and expertise in creating more diverse and inclusive communities and 6 

organizations.  Aiding Saint Paul's trustees in better understanding these issues, the Board 7 

hosted the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell in April 2021. Dr. Boswell, Senior Pastor of Myers Park 8 

Baptist Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, described the anti-racism work he has led in 9 

that community. The City of Charlotte awarded Dr. Boswell its Martin Luther King, Jr. 10 

Medallion for his work. In July 2021, Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II of Kansas City 11 

shared his perspective on the racial and social justice issues confronting our nation and 12 

the efforts he and his colleagues in the House of Representatives hope to undertake in 13 

response. With the Board's assistance, led by Board Chair Rev. Dr. Tex Sample, the 14 

seminary focuses on its mission. Our trustees continuously enhance and evaluate the 15 

strategic plans to guide us into the future.  16 

 17 

As we have happily reported in years past, Saint Paul is financially sound and operates 18 

with a balanced budget. These last years' changes have established a solid financial 19 

foundation for years of sustainability. As always, we continue to be grateful for donations 20 

from the community that provide technology, scholarships, and evolving academic 21 

programs to students. Our significant investments in technology have allowed us to 22 

maintain a hybrid educational delivery model providing a safe learning environment 23 

during the continuing pandemic.  24 

 25 

Our aim has always been to utilize technology as a conduit to bring faculty and students 26 

together regardless of whether they are on-campus or joining remotely through Zoom.  27 

We took a hard look at the distance learning landscape during the pandemic to see 28 

how we could substantially enhance the classroom experience.  After significant testing, 29 

we opted to replace our distance-learning classroom technology with Neat's offerings, 30 

including technology still in development. All our classrooms began upgrades in Fall 2021 31 

with offerings from Neat. Each smaller classroom added a 65" neat.board, a self-32 

contained screen that functions as a full Zoom room, as well as an electronic whiteboard.  33 

Anything written or drawn on these boards is transmitted through Zoom to the screens in 34 

the classroom and remote Zoom participants. This content can also be saved and 35 

emailed to all participants.  We implemented neat.bars in other classrooms that connect 36 

to our classrooms' existing screens. We are currently implementing neat.bar pros, just 37 

released at the end of 2021, in each of our large classrooms. At Saint Paul School of 38 

Theology, we have always tried to be pioneers with distance-learning technologies.  We 39 

are very early in the lifecycle of this stimulating and groundbreaking technology.  We are 40 

thrilled to partner with Neat and Zoom in revolutionizing the classroom experience. 41 

 42 

Saint Paul School of Theology is blessed to be your partner in ministry and help those 43 

seeking to discover more and answer the call. We are grateful for your support of our 44 

students and our seminary. May we continue to live into the call of Jesus Christ to be 45 

faithful witnesses for healing in these unsettled times and for generations to come. 46 

 47 
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President Neil Blair, Saint Paul trustees, faculty, staff, alumni, and students thank you for 1 

your prayers and support. 2 


