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BOARD OF CAMPS AND RETREATS 1 

 2 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 3 

  4 

“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 5 

prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 6 

Thessalonians 1:3 7 

 8 

Once again, we went into another year with great hope and cautious expectation. 9 

Honestly, it was hard to think that we were going to have summer camp in 2021 with the 10 

pandemic still going strong. This was a test of faith that Our Lord would make this happen. 11 

It was not so much of our own doing, though we worked hard, but that of God our Father 12 

providing every step of the way.  13 

 14 

We Had Camp! 15 

Not only were we able to host church camps and retreats despite a global pandemic, 16 

one of our campsites actually grew in numbers.  Our staff went to extremes to keep visitors 17 

safe, and- by God’s grace, we experienced NO cases of COVID!  18 

 19 

The numbers: 20 

431 commitments to Christ 21 

1,389 INUMC campers 22 

168 call to vocations ministry 23 

1,894 custom retreats, discipleship walks, etc.  24 

 25 

Serving Together  26 

This ministry cannot exist without all of us coming together. I continue to be asked: How 27 

can we help the Camp Ministry? How can we be in better partnership? How do we 28 

increase student involvement at church? How do we make a difference in the lives of 29 

children? Luckily, the answer is the same for all: Send kids and volunteers to camp! Kids 30 

that have no church background will hear the great story. Those who have heard the 31 

stories will make decisions that will guide them throughout life. Those that have already 32 

made decisions to follow Christ will go out and change the world. If you are serious about 33 

making disciples for Jesus for the transformation of the World, you must give attention to 34 

students and leaders. The camp ministry and all who work in it are servants who want to 35 

serve. Send every kid you know, every kid in your community and train up servant leaders 36 

by sending volunteers.  37 

 38 

Our most urgent need right now is volunteers. We need lifeguards, ropes course 39 

instructors, administrative help, and counselors. And this need will still be there for 2023. 40 

Plain and simple, it takes a team of dedicated Christ followers to make camp happen. 41 

We would love to talk to your church more about ways to work on this part of our 42 

partnership.  43 

 44 

Projects 45 

We continue to make improvements through the generous support of the conference, 46 

our donors, and our talented volunteers. We have replaced roofs and flooring in some of 47 



2 

 

our buildings; remodeled bathrooms, cleared fallen trees, replaced a ropes course, and 1 

fixed pools. This year we are looking to start up some big projects like upgrading water 2 

supplies, building cabins, remodeling more bathrooms, and upgrading dining facilities. 3 

We continually see God providing the people and resources to complete these projects.  4 

 5 

Loving God 6 

God has been so very good and gracious. And if there is one thing I have learned through 7 

these past couple of years it’s that we can’t worry about the outcome of our prayers.  8 

God always hears them. God will answer in His way and use circumstances for His good 9 

and ours. The outcome of our prayers will be and is His. He will show us what’s new and 10 

what’s old and show us what is good because He is good.  He is faithful so we must be 11 

faithful and trust Him.  12 

 13 

Loving Neighbor 14 

If all we do is for God and because we love God, then our neighbor will see and 15 

experience the overflowing of our faith and love. Oh, Lord! Bless our neighbors, campers, 16 

leaders, and staff that you would begin a revival that would change the world.  17 

 18 

In His Service and Yours, 19 

Nick Yarde, Associate Director of Camping 20 

Chris Kindlesparger, Assistant  21 


