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Helping your 
multiplication 

dreams happen!

Look for the clouds in the 
Student Life Center and 
share your dream with a 

Church Development 
multiplication team 

member!



WELCOME TO THE 2022  
INDIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

We are thrilled that this 2022 Annual Conference session will be in person. It will 
contain many of the same elements to which we are accustomed—a time for 
worship, celebration, reflection, and collaborating on the business of the Church. 

The 2022 Annual Conference theme, based on Matthew 22:36-40, is Love God, Love 
Neighbor. May it serve as a reminder to express our love “up” toward God and “out” 
toward our neighbors, even those with whom we might disagree. 

As we do each year during Annual Conference, we will celebrate the lives and 
ministries of those who have joined the Church Triumphant. It is also our joy to 
celebrate with those who have answered God’s call to serve the Church as licensed, 
commissioned, and ordained clergypersons.

We will also live out our call to be missional in communities around Indiana and the 
world during our annual Missional Offerings. This year, monies raised will go toward 
our Afghan neighbors and resettlement organizations. 
We invite you to create School Kits for UMCOR and 
encourage you to give generously as we love 
our neighbors through these gifts.

Let us love God and neighbor during this 
Annual Conference session as lavishly 
as Christ loved the Church. Amidst 
change and challenge, remember 
that “Our God is able.” All will know 
we are Christians by our love! 

Be encouraged, 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble 
Resident Bishop  
Indiana Conference of The United 
Methodist Church
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AGENDA
Wednesday, June 8
 3:00-6:00 p.m.  Registration open
 5:00-8:00 p.m. Photography Studio open

Thursday, June 9
 6:00-10:30 a.m. Health Screenings
 7:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Photography Studio open
 7:45 a.m. Prayer Walk
 8:00 a.m. Breakfast  Deacons

  Registration and display area open
 9:30 a.m. OPENING WORSHIP
 11:00 a.m. PLENARY SESSION 1
 12:00 noon Lunch/Learning Moments
  Luncheons Black Clergy
    Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members
    Institutional Representatives
    Laity Luncheon
    Missions

 2:00 p.m. PLENARY SESSION 2
 3:10 p.m.  CLERGY SESSION
 3:30 p.m. LAITY SESSION  |  SPOUSES OF CLERGY GATHERING
 5:00 p.m. Dinner  Board of Laity 
    IN Against Racism

 7:00 p.m. PLENARY SESSION 3
 8:30 p.m. Ice Cream Social 

Friday, June 10
 6:00-10:30 a.m. Health Screenings
 7:00 a.m. Breakfast  Friends of Africa University

 7:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Photography Studio open
 8:00 a.m. Registration and display area open
 9:00 a.m. DEVOTIONAL/TEACHING TIME
 10:00 a.m. PLENARY SESSION 4
 11:30 a.m. Retiring Clergy Recognition
 12:00 noon Lunch/Learning Moments
  Luncheons Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
    Educational Opportunities
    Lucille Raines Residence
    Retirees

 2:00 p.m. PLENARY SESSION 5
 5:00 p.m. Dinner  Indiana Confessing Movement/Wesleyan Covenant Association

 7:00 p.m. CELEBRATION OF LIFE WORSHIP SERVICE
 8:30 p.m. Indiana Room for All Coalition and Reconciling Ministries Network Conversation

Saturday, June 11
 6:00-10:30 a.m. Health Screenings
 8:00 a.m. Registration and display area open
  Breakfast  Prayer Breakfast

 10:00 a.m. PLENARY SESSION 6
 12:00 noon Lunch
 1:30 p.m. CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY: COMMISSIONING AND ORDINATION SERVICE
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PROCEDURAL REMINDERS
The following reminders are in response to questions frequently asked during the Annual 
Conference Session. Understanding these procedures will enable you to be a more effective 
member of the Conference. Please refer to the entire Rules and Structure document on the 
Conference website https://www.inumc.org/ministries/connectional/rules-structure/. 

1. The Annual Conference Session operates under the Conference Rules and Structure document.
2. During debates, each speaker is limited to two minutes so that voting members may hear as 

many different perspectives as possible to inform their decision-making. Additionally, there 
is a limit of floor debate on all legislative items to three speeches for and three speeches 
against, after which the vote shall be taken.

3. To vote, a member must be seated within the Bar of the Conference.
4. No person or group shall distribute material by any means within the Bar of the Conference 

without the approval of the Sessions Committee.
5. Members who wish to address the Conference should stand at the nearest microphone and 

wait until Bishop Trimble calls on them. 

PLENARY ACTION ITEMS
Entire reports can be found online: https://www.inumc.org/annual-conference/ac-information/

1  |  Rules and Structure
Annually, our task is to review and recommend revisions when necessary to the rules and structure 
of the Annual Conference to best achieve its mission and its disciplinary mandates.

This year we reviewed the resolutions submitted to Annual Conference for consideration – 
determining if they had impact or would effect changes to our rules or structure. The submitted 
resolutions would not require changes to our Rules or Structure document, if approved by Annual 
Conference.

We worked with the Intentional Faith Development group to add a new Academy of Spiritual 
Formation Council, and we worked to bring transparency to the Bishop’s Advisory Team.

The primary changes from 2021 to 2022 were in our structure:
First, The addition of the Academy of Spiritual Formation Council [C.6.f.]
Second, the addition of information about the Bishop’s Advisory Team – simply to bring clarity and 
transparency. 

MOTION: The proposed 2022 Rules and Structure document be accepted as presented.

Submitted by:
Rev. Paul Wagner, Convener
Assistant to the Director of Connectional Ministries
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2  |  Consent Calendar
According to our Conference rules, the Consent Calendar consists of a) items that have no 
implications to the Conference budget and b) those items that do not need to be referred to any 
teams or boards for discussion.

MOTION: The Board, Agency and Committee Reports listed on the Conference website under the 
heading “Consent Calendar” be accepted and added to the record of this Conference Session.

3  |  United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, Inc. (UMFI)
UMFI and the Indiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church share a covenant 
agreement. As part of that agreement the Annual Conference affirms a slate of incoming board 
members. The UMFI board is made up of between 15 to 21 members. Currently there are 15 
members on the board of directors and an additional 2 ex-officio members without vote. The 
board manages both the UMFI ministry and the Loan and Savings Ministry, which has allowed for 
higher efficiency and a closer alignment of these ministries. 

Our by-laws limit the number of clergy to no more than 30% and require that at least 70% of 
our members be United Methodist. Currently 25% of our at large board members are elders or 
appointed local pastors in our Conference and 93% of the members are associated with the 
United Methodist denomination. With the incoming slate, we will have 29% clergy members and 
93% of our board members will be associated with the United Methodist denomination.  

Members are elected for a three-year term and members can only serve three consecutive terms. 
This year we say farewell to Scott Green, who began his tenure with the Loan & Savings Board. 
Scott’s expertise in lending was a significant benefit to the underwriting process. Forrest Bowers 
will also step down from the UMFI board. Forrest was part of the original board created during the 
merger. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to both Scott and Forrest for their dedicated 
service and guiding presence.  

We have four board members, Monte Chamberlin, Teri Crouse, Shelley Johnson, and Craig Wood, 
who will be returning for their third and final term. We are excited to add three new members to 
the board, Daryl Gilbert, Chris Lantz, and Margaret Wood. Daryl and Chris are both clergy serving 
congregations in Indiana and Margaret is a retired CPA. As a point of clarification, Margaret and 
Craig Wood are unrelated.

MOTION: I respectfully submit for affirmation by the Indiana Annual Conference the following slate 
for the class of 2022-2025 for the Board of Directors of the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana, 
Inc.: Monte Chamberlin, Teri Crouse, Shelley Johnson, Daryl Gilbert, Chris Lantz, Craig Wood, and 
Margaret Wood.

Submitted by: 
D. Manet Shettle, President
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4  |  Board of Pension and Health Benefits
Our Board is a supportive ministry, which ensures access to health care and pension services so 
that our clergy and their families can maintain their health and well-being, and receive mental, 
physical, and emotional care when needed. Wespath Benefits website, www.wespath.org, is an 
invaluable resource for health care and pension information, tools, and life-enhancing decisions.  

In 2020, the Board made changes to our health benefits to expand choice and add flexibility 
for our active and retired clergy and lay members. With more options clergy and lay members 
continue to move to more cost-effective plans.  

As we emerge out of the pandemic, we have experienced a significant increase in health care 
activity. This has caused our overall health care expense to increase. Prior to 2020, the church 
contribution toward clergy health care costs increased by 6% every year. In 2022 there was a 1% 
increase to church cost related to health insurance when typically, there has been a 6% increase. 
For 2023 due to rising cost, the church contribution will increase 10%. This church contribution in the 
amount of $1,474 monthly is paid by all churches with a full-time appointment/assignment and is a 
consistent contribution amount despite the clergy’s health care elections.  

MOTION: That the Past Service Rate for Pre-1982 service be set at $807 per service year in 2023 - a 
2.5% increase; and that the monthly church contribution for health coverage be increased by 10%; 
and that this report, in its entirety, be approved as presented in the written report.

Submitted by:
Susan Spaulding, Chair 

5  |  R-1 Schubert Nowling Resolution
Resolution: Building BeLoved Community Now
Covenant to Build BeLoved Community is included in the entire Resolution, found online under 
Annual Conference reports - https://www.inumc.org/annual-conference/ac-information/

Whereas the Indiana Annual Conference adopted a resolution in 2020 to develop a strategic plan 
to dismantle institutional racism;

Whereas Bishop Julius C. Trimble has taken substantial and demonstrable action to serve this 
Annual Conference’s desire to address historic and contemporary issues of injustice;

Whereas the North Central Jurisdiction, inspired by the commitments of our baptismal covenant 
and rooted in the fullness of the person and work of Jesus Christ for all people affirmed the 
Covenant to Build BeLoved Community;

Whereas the Covenant to Build BeLoved Community was affirmed by approximately 81% of the 
voting delegates of the North Central Jurisdiction;
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Let it be resolved that all areas of our Annual Conference, including local churches, clergy, laity, 
boards, committees, and ministry teams, utilize this covenant as a guiding document to shape the 
ministry of The United Methodist Church in Indiana.

Let it be further resolved that all churches in the Indiana Annual Conference report on Fall 2022 
charge conference forms how they are living into this covenant in their missional fields.

Let it be further resolved that all Conference and district boards, committees, and ministry teams 
report on their 2023 Annual Conference reports how they are living into this covenant through their 
respective work.

Rationale: “[God] has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?” -- Micah 6:8 (NRSV)

Financial Implications: No

Submitted by:
Rev. Lisa Schubert Nowling

R-2 withdrawn

6  |  R-3  Womack Resolution
Resolution: Providing Clarity for Congregations Disaffiliating in the Indiana Annual Conference

WHEREAS, The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church contains two options for 
disaffiliation from The United Methodist Church: 1) Paragraph 2548.2 relating to release of the trust 
clause to join a church “represented in the Pan-Methodist Commission or another evangelical 
denomination;” or 2) Paragraph 2553 which grants the limited right, until December 31, 2023, 
for United Methodist congregations to disaffiliate for reasons of conscience over the practice of 
ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals; and

WHEREAS, the Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation offers a proposal to 
restructure The United Methodist Church by separation as a means to resolve our differences, and 
allow each part of the Church to remain true to its theological understanding, while recognizing 
the dignity, equality, integrity, and respect for every person; and

WHEREAS, prolonged delay of General Conference, and uncertainty whether the Protocol will be 
enacted, as well as limited understanding of the requirements in the Indiana Annual Conference 
for congregations desiring to disaffiliate continues to create anxiety and distraction in United 
Methodist congregations; and
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WHEREAS, clarity and transparency about disaffiliation process and requirements will reduce 
anxiety and empower local churches to make informed decisions;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2022 Session of the Indiana Annual Conference directs 
the Board of Trustees of The Indiana Conference and all officials of the Annual Conference to 
be governed by the following principles, policies, and processes in engaging congregations 
desiring to disaffiliate to join “one of the other denominations represented in the Pan-Methodist 
Commission” or to another evangelical denomination (Paragraph 2548.2), or to disaffiliate from 
The United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements 
and provision of The Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination 
or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General 
Conference, or the actions or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which 
follow” (Paragraph 2553).

1. Congregations joining one of the denominations represented in the Pan-Methodist 
Commission or another evangelical church may, at their sole discretion, choose to disaffiliate 
under the provisions of Paragraph 2548.2. For the avoidance of doubt, the list of churches 
considered to be an evangelical church for the purposes of Paragraph 2548.2 shall include 
the Global Methodist Church.

2. Only congregations disaffiliating to an independent status shall be required to use the 
provisions of Paragraph 2553. All churches, regardless of their theological position, should be 
permitted to disaffiliate pursuant to Paragraph 2553 so long as they meet the requirements of 
Paragraph 2553.

3. Any required payments for unfunded pension liability shall be based on Wespath 
calculations of the aggregate unfunded liability of the Annual Conference. Allocation of 
a proportional share of that liability to the local church shall be determined using the ratio 
of the church’s total annual appointed clergy compensation (salary + housing) to the 
Indiana Conference’s total appointed clergy compensation for all clergy. Actuarial reports 
and financial statements supporting the proportional share formula shall be provided upon 
request.

4. The Indiana Conference Trustees and officials shall adhere to the following policies in 
administering Paragraph 2548.2:
a. Any allocation, exchange of property, or comity agreement shall include only the 

following requirements.
i. In addition to releasing the local church’s property in accordance with the policies of 

the receiving denomination, the local church retains all its other assets and liabilities.
ii. The local church shall repay previously documented loans from the Annual 

Conference.
iii. The local church shall either remain under Wespath and carry its unfunded liability 

forward with it or repay the Indiana Conference for the local church’s proportional 
share of the unfunded liability. The liability shall include unfunded obligations related 
to The United Methodist Church’s pre-1982 pension plan, the Ministerial Pension 
Plan, and/or the Clergy Retirement Security Program. Actuarial reports and financial 
statements from Wespath affirming the unfunded liability shall be provided to 
departing churches.
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iv. No additional sums will be required to obtain release of all the congregation’s 
property and assets from the trust clause.

b. The local church shall make the decision to disaffiliate at a church conference duly 
called according to the provisions of The Book of Discipline. The Church Council (or its 
equivalent) shall determine whether a simple majority or a two-thirds super majority shall 
be required for approval of the motion to disaffiliate. The conference superintendent shall 
approve the request of the Church Council and shall preside or choose another elder to 
preside at a church conference to take place no later than sixty days after the request is 
made.

FURTHERMORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that having approved the principles, policies, and processes 
contained in this resolution, the Indiana Annual Conference members thereby give their consent to 
the disaffiliation of any local church meeting the requirements of this resolution and no further vote 
of approval of the Indiana Annual Conference members shall be required.

Rationale: “The news of a General Conference postponement brings a wide range of reactions 
from disappointment and despair, to anger and fear. ... But I pray that the story of continued strife 
and division will not prevail in our United Methodist churches in Indiana. First, because the message 
and promise of Jesus Christ is needed more today than at any time in our lifetimes. People still 
need hope. People in our communities still need care. Christ still needs our participation to make 
a difference in the world. We have a purpose that stands strong with or without a meeting of the 
General Conference. People need Jesus! Being the Church that offers fresh bread of love, fresh 
bread of hope, fresh bread of life in Jesus remains our call. People desperately need Jesus!

Even so, it’s no secret that there are profound differences in the church about how God is calling us 
to be in ministry in the world. And while I remain unapologetically United Methodist and committed 
to the UMC, I am also working to explore and clarify the possibilities that the Book of Discipline 
makes available in the event that churches request the opportunity to leave the denomination. 
Some will speak of roadblocks, but it’s important for pastors and congregations to know that your 
Bishop is preparing to continue to work graciously in the days ahead to open paths that may be 
available for those who find the thought of waiting until 2024 to be too much to bear. I will lead 
with respect and compassion for all.

This is my promise. ... I will place no Episcopal impediments upon those who prayerfully discern they 
must leave the Church.”

Bishop Julius C. Trimble
“Bishop’s Response to the General Conference Postponement”
March 4, 2022

“Honoring the expressed desire of some churches and church leaders to leave The United Methodist 
Church and participate in other denominations, we call bishops and annual conferences to use 
existing disciplinary authority to find grace-filled ways for these leaders and churches to follow their 
call now, allowing them to take their church property with them where appropriate.”
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“A Call to Grace” emphasizes that “it is our intention to shift our focus from legislative solutions that 
are dependent upon a General Conference to supporting strategies for a gracious exit that can 
be enacted at the annual conference, central conference, and jurisdictional levels.”

“A Call to Grace” and “A Call to Grace Press Release”
https://www.acalltograce.com/ 
November 2, 2021

Financial Implications: Yes - Churches withdrawing from the Indiana Conference under Paragraph 
2548.2 may result in a loss of income to the Conference due to Conference tithes no longer being 
paid by those churches. This loss of income may be fully or partially offset by lower Conference 
expenses for servicing a smaller number of churches in Indiana. This resolution makes “open paths 
that may be available for those who find the thought of waiting until 2024 to be too much to 
bear” (quoting Bishop Trimble) a reality and helps avoid large legal expenses for lawsuits that may 
otherwise result. The net impact of this resolution cannot be accurately predicted.

Submitted by:
Mike Womack

7  |  R-4 Northwest District and Pfaff Resolution
Resolution: Symbolic Restitution to Indigenous Peoples by Churches of the Indiana Annual 
Conference

WHEREAS, the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, ¶2548.2, allows churches to 
affiliate with other evangelical or Pan-Methodist denominations by comity agreement, retaining 
their property, with the approval of district boards of church locations, a majority of Conference 
Superintendents, and the Bishop, and,

WHEREAS, ¶2553 allows churches to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church, retaining their 
church property while also paying apportionments for the preceding and succeeding 12 months 
and unfunded pension and insurance obligations to the Indiana Conference by 31 December 
2023, and

WHEREAS, churches who remain in The United Methodist Church are committed to living out our 
witness through our Social Principles and we are beholden to our General Conference Resolutions, 
and

WHEREAS, all church property located in the Indiana Annual Conference lies on land that was 
taken from Indigenous Peoples by violence or through broken or dishonestly crafted treaties, 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that all United Methodist congregations in the Indiana Annual 
Conference make a one-time gift of 10% of their annual total tithe amount to one of the following 
tribes or organizations along with a letter of repentance signed by the local church’s Administrative 
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Council or equivalent governing body and the appointed pastor or assigned lay minister. Further, 
all disaffiliations and comity agreements with departing congregations will hereafter include this 
same one-time payment and act of repentance.

• Miami Nation of Indians of the State of Indiana (headquarters, Peru, IN)
• The Miami Tribe of Oklahoma (Tribal Historic Preservation office in Ft. Wayne, IN)
• Pokégnek Bodéwadmik Nation (several service areas in South Bend, IN)
• Citizen Potawatomi Nation
• American Indian Council, Inc. (Boone County)
• Sullivan County American Indian Council
• Wea Indian Tribe
• Wea Indian Tribe of Indiana
• The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture
• Kansas Kickapoo Tribe
• Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma
• Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
• Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
• Delaware Tribe of Indians 

Other tribes or organizations may be considered with the approval of INUMC Diversity, Missions, 
and Justice Team.

Rationale: As Jesus told the parable of the rich man to his disciples found in Matthew 19:16-22 
(NIV), we remember that there are many things that can pull our focus from fully serving God. The 
importance that we place upon our church buildings and, by extension, the very land that they sit 
upon, has become one such stumbling block. It’s difficult to justify that we are fully serving a Christ 
that sets us free from sins when we are, quite literally, sitting upon land that was stolen from God’s 
children hundreds of years ago.

A step we can make was highlighted during the 2016 General Conference of The United Methodist 
Church in Resolution #3321, concerning Native People and The United Methodist Church. It 
is acknowledged that The United Methodist Church desires to move forward “on a journey of 
repentance, reconciliation, and healing with Native People.” (2016 Book of Resolutions, p. 324) In 
specific respects to section D, “Repatriation of Ancestors and Religious/Sacred Ritual Objects,” we 
are called to show our support by advocating when appropriate and that “Annual conferences 
and local churches consider identification of land and setting aside of land for the repatriation of 
American Indian remains.” (p. 329)

Understanding the close connection to the land that Native peoples had and continue to have, 
and also recognizing our Social Principles state “we assert the obligation of society and people 
within the society to implement compensatory programs that redress long-standing, systemic social 
deprivation of racial and ethnic persons” (“Rights of Racial and Ethnic Persons”), the least we as 
the Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church can do is to pay back some restitutions 
for the groups harmed by the colonization of Indiana. This would also be in alignment with our 2016 
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Book of Resolutions, #3324, “Trail of Repentance and Healing,” where it states that “wherever the 
church is holding land and/or property in trust, consider transferring a portion of that land and/or 
property or its income to indigenous persons’ projects, and...in conjunction with paragraph 2548.2 
(BOD 2012), whenever a conference entity is closing a charge or holds excess land, consider 
transferring any land and property to an indigenous community;”(p. 334) Our churches, including 
disaffiliating or exiting by comity agreement churches, have land and assets no longer held to this 
consideration. By passing this resolution, it ensures that the intentions of our Book of Resolutions are 
upheld and enacted upon when it comes to furthering the work of reconciliation between the 
Church and Indigenous persons removed from the land on which our buildings stand today.

Financial Implications:  No
The resolution calls, in addition to the annual tithe owed to the Conference by all churches in the 
Indiana Annual Conference, including those disaffiliating and comity departing congregations, for 
10% of that annual tithe amount to be sent to a recognized Native American group, as set forth in 
the resolution. This one-time payment will be made through the Conference office.

As the amount earmarked for Indigenous peoples is in addition to the annual tithe due the 
Conference, there is no financial impact on the Conference.

Submitted by:
Northwest District Operational Team, Connecting Shepherds, and Others:
Pastor Michelle White, Operational Team Chair                                   
Dr. Robert C. Pfaff, Co-Lay Leader                                                          
Lynn Nelson, Director of Lay Servant Academy                                    
Janée LaFuze, Co-Lay Leader                                                                 
Janiece Stover
David White
Ryan Harrison
Laurie Klenosky
Cecelia Magill
Rev. Dr. Karen Bray, Northwest Clergy Renewal Specialist 
Pastor Justin Cason
Pastor Branden Scott
Pastor Wayne Williams
Pastor Ronnie Bell
Pastor Tim Powers
Pastor Darin Hendrey
Pastor Nathan Whybrew
Pastor Ben Cassiday
Pastor Wellington Chiomadzi
Rev. Lore Blinn Gibson, Superintendent
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8  |  R-5 Dicken Resolution
Resolution: A Commitment to Grace in the Indiana Conference

Whereas ¶122 of the Book of Discipline reminds us that we make disciples as we continue the 
mission of seeking, welcoming, and gathering persons into the community of the body of Christ;

And whereas in the Indiana Conference this work includes people of all ages, races, abilities, 
gender identities, and sexual orientations;

Therefore, be it resolved that we shall support every church and clergyperson in our Conference 
who is seeking to faithfully serve God and their communities to the best of their abilities and in 
accordance with their deeply held, God-given convictions. We shall strive to honor and trust 
contextual expressions of ministry, including the decisions of clergy to choose which weddings they 
officiate and congregations to choose which weddings they host, so long as they are between 
two consenting, committed adults. We shall also embrace and encourage God’s call to ministry in 
diverse persons and will seek to not restrict God’s calling solely on the basis of a candidate’s sexual 
orientation or gender identity. Further, we shall respect the decisions of any who feel they cannot 
remain a part of the Indiana Conference in light of these commitments.

Rationale: We are called to do no harm. With the postponement of the General Conference 
until 2024, we cannot wait to respond faithfully to the Gospel call of inclusion. In recent years, 
LGBTQ+ persons have heard a repeated refrain of, “Just hold on a little while longer, until General 
Conference in 2020.” Then “… until General Conference in 2022.” Continuing this pattern with more 
calls to wait for delayed inclusion and justice perpetuates harm against marginalized persons in our 
United Methodist Church, as well as does harm to our shared ministry and witness. Our current state 
is not sustainable. We must move forward in faithful, inclusive ministry now.

We are called to do all the good we can. Since the Global Methodist Church announced its 
intent to launch in May 2022, and Bishop Trimble stated, in response to this news, his intent to work 
graciously with those who feel compelled to leave The United Methodist Church, we must also 
take intentional steps to shape our ministry in the Indiana Conference to do good in the wake of 
these developments. Just as we are making room for people of good faith and conviction to join 
another denomination, we must also graciously make room in our Conference for those who have 
been historically and contemporarily excluded from full participation in the life of the Church, so 
that we may be the Church Christ calls us to be now and in the future.

We are called to stay in love with God. Our primary focus as a Church should be our mission 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The fractious history of our 
denomination on questions of LGBTQ+ inclusion over the past half-century has greatly impaired 
our ability to stay in love with God together. For the sake of our mission, we must move forward in 
ministry in a way that allows for all people to respond fully and faithfully to God’s call on their lives.

Financial Implications: No

Submitted by:
Rev. Mary Dicken
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9  |  Nominations Committee

MOTION: The Conference Nominations Committee’s report be accepted as presented.

Submitted by:
Duane Carlisle, Chair
The Nominations Committee

10  |  Board of Trustees

Mission: The 12-person Board of Trustees is responsible for the legal and real property concerns of 
the Indiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church, Inc. 

Sold Properties: From April 2021 to March 2022,* 28 discontinued or abandoned church and 
Conference properties were sold for a total of $2,724,250 in ten districts.
*The time since the Trustees’ last Report to the Annual Conference.

Shera Trust Distribution: Total net earnings for 2021 were $539,536. Under distribution guidelines 
previously adopted, 80% of the net earnings available, or $410,047, were distributed to the Annual 
Conference to fund the 2021 Retiree Health Insurance Subsidy; 20%, or $99,512, was distributed 
to Operation Classroom and $3,000 was distributed to Volunteers in Mission (both selected by 
Diversity, Missions, & Justice); and 5%, or $26,977 was retained in the fund to build the corpus and 
protect against inflation.

Disaffiliation Under BOD ¶2553: The Board approved a Disaffiliation Agreement for use in the 
Indiana Conference under the terms of the Book of Discipline, ¶2553, as passed at GC2019. As of 
the writing of this Report, several churches in the Indiana Conference have requested information 
relating to the financial aspects of disaffiliation, six congregations have held church conferences 
and voted to disaffiliate, and 19 others had church conferences scheduled. Congregations have 
until 10 days prior to the first date of the meeting of Annual Conference to meet all the legal and 
financial obligations under the Disaffiliation Agreement for it to be brought to the body of the 
Annual Conference for vote to affirm their disaffiliation as required by BOD ¶2553. If this occurs, the 
final list will be presented, and there will be such a motion and vote brought by the trustees.

Sunset Provision of BOD¶2553: The Board of Trustees feels it is prudent, in light of the postponement 
of General Conference 2020 until 2024, to remind all congregations in the Indiana Annual 
Conference that the terms of the disaffiliation paragraph of the Book of Discipline ¶2553, as passed 
at GC2019, contains a sunset provision stating: “The choice of a local church to disaffiliate with The 
United Methodist Church under this paragraph [i.e., BOD ¶2553] shall be made in sufficient time for 
the process for exiting the denomination to be complete prior to December 31, 2023. The provisions 
of ¶2553 expire on December 31, 2023, and shall not be used after that date.”

Because the process for exiting the denomination under BOD ¶2553 includes an affirmation vote by 
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the Annual Conference, any congregation or church wishing to disaffiliate under ¶2553 will need 
to do so in time to accommodate such a vote at the meeting of the Annual Conference in June 
2023.

Report on Conference Headquarters: The Board voted at its November 2020 meeting to exercise 
the option to terminate early the Conference lease at the 301 N. Pennsylvania Parkway property. 
The original lease was scheduled to therefore terminate on September 30, 2022. A task force with 
representatives from the Board of Trustees, CF&A, and Conference employees was formed to 
determine next steps. This task force evaluated property the Conference already owned, sharing 
space (including with INUMC property), interfaith spaces, and other commercially available 
space. After prayerfully considering all options, the task force approached the new owners of the 
301 Pennsylvania Parkway property and negotiated a short-term lease extension at a substantially 
lower rate than the previous lease. This was determined to be the best option, given the continuing 
delay for the meeting of the General Conference and the uncertainty of future space needs.

Boy Scouts of America Survivor’s Trust: The Board of Trustees voted as the legal arm of the Indiana 
Annual Conference, to approve the Conference’s commitment to pay our portion over a 
12-month period to the BSA Survivor’s Trust of the UMC settlement.

MOTION: I respectfully submit this Report and move that the Board of Trustees Report be accepted 
as presented.
  
Submitted by:
Rev. Teri Crouse, President
Indiana Annual Conference, Inc.
Chair, Indiana Annual Conference Board of Trustees

11  |  Annual Conference 2023 Budget

MOTION: Approve the 2023 Annual Conference budget as presented.

Submitted by: 
Rodney Frieden, Chair
Council on Finance & Administration



• • 

• Pastors moving to a new appointment
• Pastors preparing for retirement

Coaching in Transition

• Those developing discipleship pathways
• Churches exploring new discipleship paths
• Individuals seeking to deepen their 
   understanding of discipleship

Coaching for Discipleship

• Group cohorts
• Children’s Ministry
• Youth Ministry
• Campus Ministry  

Coaching for Emerging Leaders

Interested in learning more? Reach out to Rev. Matthew Leffler 
(matthew.leffler@inumc.org) or visit inumc.org/coaching.

COACHING
A Leadership Development Ministry

• Providing resources for those seeking
   to become certified coaches 

Training Coaches



David Abbott
Russ  Abel
Peggy Adams
John  Agnew
Roberta Agnew
Harriett Akins-Banman
Bonnie Albert
Cheryl Alfred
Russ  Alley
Paul  Allison 
Tony Alstott 
Karen Altergott Roberts
Philip Amerson
Sungyong An
Jeanne Andersen
Beverly Anderson
Carolyn Anderson 
Sue Anderson 
MaryKate Annin
Paul Arnold
Kim  Arnott
Joshua Arthur
Janet Ashley 
Marcia Au
Ruth  Aydt
Steve Bahrt
Kris  Bailey
Alicia Baker
John  Baker
Beth  BanTassel
Amy  Barnes
Susan Barrett
James Bartlett
Lesley Barton
Rob Barton
Mary Bates
Matthew Baughman
Mike Beezley
Jane Bell
Ronnie Bell
Richard Bellaver
Charles Berdel
Mark Berg
Daniel Berger
Rickey Bevely
Beverly Biehr
Kate Biggs
James Birch
Charles Black
Jennifer Black
Sarah Black
Jacqueline Blackwell
Lore Blinn Gibson
Matthew Bock
Jan Boggs
Joseph Boggs
Howard Boles
Lynn Helene Bonfils
Charlie Boswell
Chiyona Bourne
Jennifer Bowman
Etha Bradley
Sandy Bradley
Terrell (Terry) Brammer
Elizabeth Brandt
Karen Bray
Linda Brookshire
Robert Brown

Donna Brownfield
William Bruneau
Jill Buckler
Joyce Buntin Redfield
Bonnie Burbrink 
Barbara Burke
Brenda Burnworth
Cathy Burris
Eric Burton-Krieger
Dave Byrum
Louie Cain
Tracy Cain
Brian Campbell
Pat Campbell
Sarah Campbell
Lois Cannon
Duane Carlisle
Judith Carmichael
Amy Carter
Henry Carter
Mary Cartwright
Michael G Cartwright
Nanette Catena
Ted Chalk
Lori Chambers
Jacqueline Chandler
Flora Childers
David Chinn
Wellington Chiomadzi
Melissa Christiansen
Sandra Churchill
Kenton Clark
Thomas Clark
Carol Clark-Elliott
Stant Clark, Jr
Kerry Clear 
Suzanne Clemenz
Andrea Clough
Michelle Cobb
Sara Cobb
Michael Coblentz
usan Coffey
Crystal Collier
Deb Condon
Nancy Conger
Roberta Cook
Kenneth Cooke
Ramie Cooney
Christopher Cotton
Trisha Cousino
Marsha Coyner
Colin Cress
Heather Cress
Barbara K. Cross
Teri Crouse
Marilyn Culler
Ariah Curry
Theodore Curtis
Dan Daniels
Sara Daniels
Chris Danielson
Heim David
Anna Davies
Paul Davis
Sherrae Davis
Paul Dazet
Jason Dean
Jim Denton

Audrey Detrick
Gladys DeVane
Don Dexheimer
Mary Dicken
Jean and Dilley
Tim Dilley
Betty Dillingham
Bob Dillingham
Connie Dillman
Geneie Dilts
Julie Dilts
Mattison Dilts
Barb Dobbs
Jennifer Dobbs-Oates
Anna Dobie
Elaine Dorrel
Philip Dorrell
Karen Dougherty
Terry Dougherty 
StacyDowning
John Drake
Krista Drake
Amania Drane
Adam Drummond
LaJo Dunbar
Brian Durand
Judith Early
Gary Eberhart
Nathan Eckert
Laura Edenfield
Marlene Ellis
Ronald Ellis
Jan Emrich 
Melissa Englehart
Joel Everson
LaToshia Everson
Jo Geleske 
Denise Geller
Tamra Gerber
Jeanne Gerbsch
Kathleen Giannini
Corydon Gieselman
Tamara Gieselman
Mitch Gieselman 
Joelynn Gifford
Kevin Giggy
Daryl Gilbert
Cara Gile
Todd Gile
Jane Glancy
Tim Glidden
Greg Goebel
Amber Good
Jennifer Evans
Anna Every
Andy Ewing
Liz Farmer
Trevor Farmer
Jim Farrer
Ronald Faust 
Ed Fenstermacher
Rachel Ferry
Karen Finnigan
Ed Fisher
Melissa Fisher
Jo Flinn
Michael Flinn
Christine Fodrea

Marla Fogelman
Sylvia Forbes
Nancy Foust
Sandy Frauhiger
Mary Fridlund
Beverly Gallagher
Dan Gangler
Michael Gant
Cheryl Garbe
Karen Garner
Bill Garver
Cindy Garver
Marilyn Gebert
Stacee Fischer Gehring
Edward Geleske
Deborah Goodwine
Margaret Gordon
Jessica Gordon 
Mandie Gould 
Willoughby
Cindy Grabill
Lawna Graf
Timothy Grant
Lori Grasty
Charles Graves
Michelle Greene
Kayla Grehl 
Therese Griffin
Brenda Gross
Jay Groves
Penny Grubb
Troy Guthrie 
Christina Guthrie 
Ezechiel Habwawihe
Jeremiah Hagler
Chris Haimes
Lorraine Hains
Lauren Hall
Tom Hanna
Jeff Hansen
Holly Hardsaw
Sandy Harlan
Jane Harper-Alport
Amber Harris
Betty Hart
Marguerite Hart
Walter J Hart
Jack Hartman
Russell Harvey
Michael Haskett
Amelia Hawbaker
Jason Hawkins
Lennie Hawkins
Angela Hayden
Judith Hayden
Mary Hayes
Annie Headen
Karin Heinicke
Linda Henderson
Darin Hendrey
Dana Hershey 
Carl Hetler
Krishna Heyward
Heather Hilbert
Victoria Hilkevitch
Aaron Hobbs
Louisa Hoffman
Barbara Holcomb

Amanda Hooper
Venita Hooper
Ellen Hostetler
Peggy Hoyle 
Kenneth Hudgins
Jennifer Huff
Rolanda Hughes
Terri Hughes
Bob Humphrey
Phyllis Hunefeld
Dennis Ingle
Alisa Isaacs-Bailey
Crystal Jacobson
Debra Jarvis
Jared Jennette
David Johns
Trish Johnsen
Minnie Johnson
Ronald Johnson
Sean Johnson
Anne Jones
Bill Jones
Kirsten Jones
LaRondah Jones
Megan Jones
Pam Jones
Brittny Jones 
Mike Judson
Suzanne Juncker
Edna Kaeppler
Beckie Kahl
Connie Kane
Larry Kane
Robert Kapaku
Amber Karkosky-Litten
Perry Kea
Janet Kelley
Jared Kendall
Terri Kendall
Heather Kenison
Carolyn Kern
Abby Kerns
Leanne Ketcham
Roxie Kindelsperger 
David K King
Ed King
Susan Kinsley
Keith Kirkpatrick
Laurie Klenosky 
Kris Klink
Glenn Knepp 
Catherine Koziatek
Emily Krach
Penny Krug
Janee LaFuze
Nathan Lafuze
Debbie Laird
Matt Landry
Bryan Langdoc
Arlen Langvardt
Mary Langvardt
Andrea Lantz
Chris Lantz
Evan Lash
Meg Lassiat
Bonnita Laub
Denny Lawrence
Michael Lawson

Angela Leddy
Amy Lee
David Lee
Matthew Leffler
Scott Lehman
David Lennen
Kathy Lentz
Jenny LeVora
Gary Lewis
Jenny Lewis
Abby Lietz
Mary Liggett
Elizabeth Lukemeier 
Kent Lundy
Marti Lundy
Pauline Luthi
Harry Lyness
Chris Madison
Chris Mahon
Saneta Maiko
Sue Main
Wendy Malone
Cameron Manifold
Angelo Mante
Zachary Manton
Ron Marcoux
Jerry Martin
Kathleen Martin 
David Mathews
Oscar Mathura
Edna May
Tan Mayhall
Tina McAninch
Bradley McCarty
Matt McClintick
Jo McCollough
Khristian McCutchan
Gail McDaniel
Laura McDonald
Keith McFarren
Tom McGilliard
Lori McIntosh
Renee McKee
Jeannette McLean
Steven McPeek
Ed Mead
Hannah Mekaru
Grant Merrell
Gail Merrill
Anne Meyer
Pat Meyer
Mark Mikel
Christopher Millay
Brad Miller
Rick Miller
Kathy Miller Kubinski
Lisa Miller Maidi
Michelle Mishlove 
Patricia Mitchum
Marilyn Mixon
MaryAnn Moman
Richard W Moman
Jennette Mondor
Alexxus Monk
Jim Moon III
Deidre Moore
Jennifer Moore
Sam Moore

THANK YOU FOR YOUR   COMMITMENT TO BEINGTHANK YOU FOR YOUR   COMMITMENT TO BEING



THANK YOU FOR YOUR   COMMITMENT TO BEINGTHANK YOU FOR YOUR   COMMITMENT TO BEING
Stacey Moore
Debra Moore-Hardin
Mary Beth Morgan
Lynn Morris
Jason Morris
Bruce Mowery
Kate Muhlbaier
R.C. Muhlbaier
Anita Murphy
Christina Murray
Robert Myers
Luska Natali
Molly Neeley
Lynn Nelson
Jean Ness
David Neuen
Sarah Newcomer
Chris Newman-Jacobs
Paul Newman-Jacobs
Ann Newton
Lance Newton
Marianne Nichols
Nancy Nichols
Jan Nichols 
Lisa Nielsen
Sandra Nixon
Steven Nixon
Chris Nunley
Greg O’Connor
Peter O’Hara
Frank Oakman
Jake Ohlemiller
Dr. Annette Onema-
Orbach
Diana Ortela
Kathy Ottinger
Mack Owings
Mary Jane Packard
Cathi Parish
Mary Lou Parker
Marcy Patrick

Joella Patterson
Ramona Paulsrud
Leah Peksenak
Lukas Peksenak
Danny Percak
Laura Perkowski
Beverly Perry
Kathy Perry
Marianne Peters
Phyllis Peters
Lisa Peterson
Wayne Peterson 
Stephan
Robert Pfaff
Melissa Phelps
Michele Phillips
Mackenzie Phillips 
Matthew Phipps
Barbara Pompey
Teresa Poole
Sandra Potenza
Cathy Potter
Jerry Powell
Sydney Powell
Tim Powers
Ellyn Pruitt
Ralph Purkhiser
Diane Quance
Jerry Rairdon
Oscar Ramos
Lisa Ranck
Ann Randall
John Randall
Jason Rankin
Bob Raschka
Ginny Reed
David Rees
Carla Rice
Tom Richards 
Chad Riester
Gayle Roertson

Nick Robinson
David Rockhill
Adriane Rockhill Curtis
Denise Rohinson
Ralph Rohrer
Diana Rojahn
Esta Rosario
Tracy Rose-Love
Jackie Rowell
Dale Alan Rumble
Steve Rundel
Matthew Russell
Joseph Sanford
Lauren Sanford 
Marianne Savage
Van Lal Sawma
Sally Sayre
Allan Schaeffner
Judith Scheumann
Brent Schnepp
Daniel Schreck
Lisa Schubert Nowling
Jeffrey Schultz
Donna Schwartz 
Branden Scott
Diana Scott
Mary Sell
Kelly Sellers
Laurel Setser
Eric Shafer
Susan Shambaugh
Thomas Shangle
William Shannon
Kathy Sharp
Patti Sheppard
Matt Sherrill
Steve Shoemaker 
Nikki Shoultz
Teddy Shuck
Randy Siebert
Kate Singer

Kathy Singer
Anita Sipes
Bradley Sisk
Larry Smith
Joy Sours
Mary Southern
Layla Spanenberg
Melissa Spas
Mary Spence
Shane Springer
Lori St Pierre
Trisha Staneart
Jason Stanley
Jeffrey Starkey
Laura Stauffer
Fred Stayton 
Brittney Stephan
Marissa Stephan
Annettra Stephens 
Jemicah Stephens
Michelle Stephens
Amanda Stephenson
Edward Stephenson
Janis Stevens
Mindy Stevens
Ruth Stone
Kaye L. Stoops
Kathryn Storino 
Ronald Storms
David Stringer
Shannon Stringer
Joan Strode
Deanna Strombeck
Gail Strong
Matthew Stultz
Laurie Sutter
Rick Sutton
Joe Sweet
Delene Swing
Katie Swisher
Matt Swisher

Aaron Taylor
Rict Taylor
Timothy Terrell
Doug Thomas
Susan Thomas
Bette Thompson
Janet Tiebert
Jacob Tipantasig-
Wolverton
Greg Tittelbaugh
Lisa Trigg
Julius Trimble
Eunice Trotter
Larry Tumbleson
Jerald Turner
Keith Turner
Barbara Tuttle
Cynthia Uhrich
Thomas Utnage
Robyn Valdizón 
Bob Vale
Vickie Van Nevel
Mary van Wijk
Tom Vandevender 
Jean VanLeeuwen
Gregory Waggoner
Amy Walker
Ken Walker
Tim Wallace
Vauline Wallace
Lora Ward
Pete Ward
Beth Newton Watson
Robert Wayman
Jennifer Weaver
Amy Welch
Janet Werle
Michelle White
Rebecca White
Brian White 
Larry Whitehead

Susan Whitehead
Cecelia Whitfield
Jan Wilcox
Raymond Wilkins
Kaitlin Willbanks
Jacob Williams
James Williams
Sharon Williams
Tricia Williams
Tiffany Williams-
Fashimpaur
Cheryl Wilson
Kie Wilson
Lou Anne Wilson
Jeanne Winter
Hannah Wiswasser
Linda Withrow
Sarah Witzig
Darren Wood
Henry Wood
Laura Woodall
Gina Woods
Brent Wright
Jeff Wright 
Allison Yankey
Nick Yarde
Cheryl Yelch 
John Young
Paula Young Mayberry
Melissa Zabel
Amy Zent
Tracey Zimmerman
Jennie Zirkle
Don Zlaty
Bob 
Sue 
 

AGAINST
RACISM
B U I L D I N G  B R I D G E S  T O  B E L O V E D  C O M M U N I T Y

IN
inumc.org/inagainstracism



REMEMBRANCES20

REMEMBRANCES
MAY 2, 2021 - MAY 1, 2022

JOHN ABBOTT, JR.
 
The Reverend Doctor John David Abbott, Jr., of Indianapolis, Indiana, retired elder serving as 
pastor of prayer and discipleship at Center United Methodist Church, passed away on April 1, 
2022, at age 77.
 
John was born on December 31, 1944, in Richeville, Pennsylvania, to Dr. John D. Abbott, Sr., 
and Gladys Abbott. He spent his childhood in Pennsylvania and Maryland parsonages before 
moving with his family to Indianapolis, where his father served in leadership in the Pilgrim 
Holiness Church, now Wesleyan Church. After graduating from George Washington High 
School in 1963, he joined the U.S. Air Force. While serving, he married his first wife and had two 
children before returning to Indiana in 1974. He married LeAnn Heinemann on June 7, 1975, 
and they had two children.
 
John worked for K-Mart Corporation and Thornton Oil until 1988, when he left the business world to enter ministry. 
He graduated from Indiana University Southeast, earned a master’s degree at Asbury Theological Seminary, and 
completed his Doctorate of Ministry degree at United Theological Seminary. He pastored Indiana United Methodist 
churches, including Palmyra, Hancock Chapel, Sellersburg, and Old Bethel, until 2009, then served part time as 
minister of prayer and discipleship at Center United Methodist Church for 12 years. John was known for his love of 
the Bible, preaching, and writing. He was awarded the Harry Denman Evangelism Award while at Asbury Theological 
Seminary.
 
John is survived by his wife, LeAnn; children, Donna (James) Raff, Marsha (Mike) Gomez, and Lauren Abbott; six 
grandchildren; brother, Dr. Kenneth (JoAnn) Abbott; future son-in-law, Daniel Austin; and extended family. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and his son, Chad Abbott.
 
A memorial service was held at Center United Methodist Church in Indianapolis on April 7, 2022. John was laid to rest 
in The Gardens at Olive Branch Cemetery in Greenwood, Indiana.

WILMA ALLEN
 
The Reverend Wilma L. Harner Allen, 97, retired elder, passed away on December 26, 2021, at 
Otterbein Franklin SeniorLife Community in Franklin, Indiana.
 
Wilma was born on January 3, 1924, to Edwin C. and Mae McBride Harner in Washington, 
Indiana. She was a 1945 graduate of Indiana Central College, now University of Indianapolis.
 
God’s calling came early to Wilma. She began preaching at Oak Grove Church in Pennyville, 
Indiana, and she was assigned as their preacher in 1938 at the age of 14. She served there 
until leaving for college. While at Oak Grove, she met Birtle Allen. He followed her to Indiana 
Central College, and they married in 1945.
 
Wilma served as a full-time pastor for 48 years to Indiana congregations that included Oak 
Grove United Brethren, Salem and Honey Creek Evangelical United Brethren, and Morristown 
and Gwynville United Methodist churches. After retirement, she served part time at University 
Heights United Methodist Church.
 



REMEMBRANCES 21

She is survived by her four children, Carl Allen (Ellen Stewart), Cathy (Perry) Falk, Kent (Connie) Allen, and Kevin 
(Lana) Allen; her brother, Rev. Dale Harner; nine grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Birtle; her parents; and her brother, Norman Harner.
 
A funeral service was held on December 31, 2021, at Grace United Methodist Church in Franklin, Indiana.

DAVID ASHMORE
 
David J. Ashmore, retired local pastor, passed away on May 1, 2021.
 
The oldest of four children, David was born on May 3, 1953, in St. Louis, Missouri, to James Elwin 
Ashmore and Lottie Holt Ashmore. As a child, he lived in Cambridge, Massachusetts, before 
moving to Indianapolis, Indiana. He learned to speak German fluently while living for a year 
with his family in Munich, Germany.
 
He graduated from North Central High School and later earned a master’s degree in 
toxicology at Indiana University. With his passion for science, he pursued a career developing 
new technologies for Tambrands and later Roche Diagnostics, using his knowledge and 
training to improve the lives of others.
 
After retirement from Roche, he found a heart for ministering to others and began a second 
career as a licensed local pastor. He served Pendleton United Methodist Church as pastor at the Ingalls campus and 
associate pastor in Pendleton, retiring in 2017. He also served as a Bible study and worship leader, a Stephen Ministry 
leader, an Emmaus Walk sponsor, and was involved in Kairos and Torch as well as nursing home ministry. He especially 
loved singing praises to God.
 
David loved being a father and a grandfather, investing time and love in his family. He was curious and loved nature, 
an extension of his interest in spiritual things, and he enjoyed walking in the woods, camping, fishing, playing the 
guitar, and taking long bicycle rides. With his beloved wife, Nancy, he shared common interests in music, cooking 
and processing food, and their pets. He said that their 12 years of marriage were the happiest of his life.
 
David is survived by his wife, Nancy; daughters, Elizabeth (Martin) Garcia and Erika (Evan) Finn; stepchildren, Joe 
(Esther) Hartley, Julie (Dillon) Stutler, and Sarah Hartley; six grandchildren; brother, Rob (Jackie); sister, Jane; and 
extended family.
 
He was preceded in death by his parents; grandchildren, Vivian and Annemarie; his brother, Edward; and a nephew, 
Steven.
 
Family visitation was held on May 15, 2021, at New Horizons United Methodist Church in Anderson, Indiana.

RALPH BAKER
 
The Reverend Ralph Baker, 87, of Sarasota, Florida, retired elder, passed away on January 27, 
2022.
 
Ralph was ordained in the former North Indiana Conference in 1960. He served Indiana 
United Methodist churches that included Pleasant Grove/White Chapel, Hobbs/Strawtown; 
Alto/West Middleton; Arcadia; and Woodburn. In 1966, he transferred to the South California/
Arizona Conference and served on the Board of Education and the United Methodist 
Program Council before transferring again to the North Indiana Conference and serving as 
managing editor of Interpreter and editor of program materials. He retired in 1997.
 
Ralph is survived by his wife, Barbara; sons, David and Steven; and several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
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FORD BOND
 
Pastor Ford D. Bond, of Greenfield, Indiana, local pastor serving Amity United Methodist 
Church, passed away May 24, 2021, at age 64.
 
Ford was born in Terre Haute, Indiana, on October 16, 1956, to Roy E. Bond and Gertrude F. 
Cooksey Bond. He graduated from Brazil High School in 1975 and then earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Indiana State University in 1992 and a master’s degree in 1994. On March 14, 
1992, he married Janis M. Foote.
 
He was ordained by the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World and founded Gateway 
Tabernacle in 1984. In 1997, he became a United Methodist local pastor and was first 
appointed to Nine Mile United Methodist Church in Linton, Indiana. He then served White 
River Chapel, New Lebanon, Rose Chapel, Plainville, Prairieton, Coal City, Beech, Shelburn, 
and Jasonville United Methodist churches, and in 2014, went into full-time ministry, serving Amity United Methodist 
Church until his passing. He was a teacher at Linton Stockton High School from 1992 until 2016.
 
He is survived by his wife, Pastor Janis Bond; daughters, Laurie (Mario) Victoriano and Jessica (Mario) Garcia; stepson, 
Eric (Lisa) Pethel; stepdaughters, Michele Pethel Rhodarmer and Susan (Mike Sims) Pritchard; brother, David (Bambi) 
Bond and twin brother, Pastor Curtis (Pastor Kay) Bond; 13 grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and extended 
family. He was preceded in death by his parents and loving K-9 friend, Lady.
 
A funeral service was held on Friday, May 28, 2021, at Amity United Methodist Church, followed by burial in Clearview 
Cemetery in Brazil, Indiana.

JERALD BOYER
 
The Reverend Jerald D. Boyer, of Evansville, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on October 12, 
2021, at age 88.
 
He was born in Evansville on February 23, 1933, the first son of Elvin Oral and Anna Elizabeth 
Koch Boyer. He graduated from Boonville High School and then earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English from Oakland City College and a Master of Divinity degree from United 
Theological Seminary. He also completed graduate work in counseling at the University of 
Evansville and Ball State University in Muncie, Indiana.
 
Jerald was a member of the U.S. Navy Reserve for eight years, serving in the Korean War as 
a member of the Navy Sea Bees. He participated in an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., in 
2019. He was a master electrician, worked in construction for 25 years, and taught English at 
elementary, junior high, and senior high school levels in Delphi and Poseyville, Indiana.
 
Jerald was ordained in the Baptist church in 1956 and in The United Methodist Church in 1984. He pastored many 
congregations throughout Kentucky and Indiana during his 62 years of ministry and was a member of several United 
Methodist Church boards and committees. In addition, he served as a camp director and counselor, a spiritual director 
for the Walk to Emmaus, and he participated in numerous mission projects. He was the recipient of a liver transplant in 
2002, returning to ministry only six months later at Yankeetown United Methodist Church.
 
He was a member and served as worshipful master of Cynthiana Masonic Lodge for more than 50 years. He was also 
a member and served as grand chaplain of the Indiana Grand Masonic Lodge. He was a member of Scottish Rite and 
Cynthiana Eastern Star, where he served as worthy patron. His hobbies included piloting his Cessna airplane, traveling 
on his Honda Golden Wing, fishing, golfing, semi-pro boxing, communicating with people around the world on his CB 
radio, and wintering in Florida. He is remembered as an extraordinary man who lived life to the fullest, with service to 
God above all.
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Jerald is survived by his wife, Iris Williams; children, Pamela (Mark) Johnson, Karen Barnette, Beverly Whobrey, and Darrell 
(Sheila) Boyer; brothers, Jack (Patti) Boyer and James David Boyer; seven grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. 
He is also survived by two stepchildren, Lory White and Jeffery Williams; and seven step-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; his first wife of more than 50 years, Joan Audrey Clark Boyer; and grandson, Robert 
Barnette.
 
A celebration of life service was held October 15, 2021, at Epworth United Methodist Church in Newburgh, Indiana. 
Burial with military honors followed in the Masonic Garden at Sunset Memorial Cemetery in Evansville, Indiana.

PATRICIA BOYS
 
Patricia S. Boys, of Mooresville, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Randell Boys, retired elder, passed 
away on December 23, 2021. She was 73.
 
She was born November 12, 1948, to Floyd and Betty Callaway Murphy on November 12, 
1948. She married her college sweetheart, Randell F. Boys, on February 25, 1972.
 
Patricia is survived by her husband, Randell; daughters, Janelle (Joseph) Chen and Traci 
(Alex) Moody; four grandchildren; and her brother, Larry (Connie) Murphy.
 
A funeral service was held on December 30, 2021, at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home in 
Plainfield, Indiana. Burial followed in Maple Hill Cemetery, also in Plainfield.

 
 M. THOMAS BROOKS

 
The Reverend Doctor Marion Thomas “Tom” Brooks, 86, retired elder, passed away at his home 
in Lewisville, Texas, on August 29, 2021.
 
He was born July 9, 1935, to Charlie Lee Brooks and Sudie Francis Scott in Sebree, Kentucky. 
Tom served in the U.S. Air Force for four years during the Korean War. In 1957, he met Carolyn 
Sue Knight. They were married on August 2, 1958, and celebrated 63 years of marriage in 
August 2021.
 
He held a Bachelor of Arts degree, a Master of Divinity degree, and a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from United Theological Seminary. He was ordained in the former South Indiana 
Conference in 1975 and served as a pastor in Indiana United Methodist churches for 35 years, 
sharing his passion for the Lord with all who would listen, until retirement in 2000.
 
He participated in the Honda Gold Wing Club, and he and Carolyn traveled all over the 
country. He enjoyed being outdoors camping, canoeing, whitewater rafting, and doing anything involving his family.
 
Tom is survived by his wife, Carolyn; son, Mark (Kim) Brooks; daughter, Tammy Bixler; grandchildren, Charles (Ashley) 
Atchison, Cristina (Geoff) Crego, Matthew (Chelsen) Brooks, Katie Wilkinson, and Sean Atchison; and 12 great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; three brothers; and three sisters.
 
A service of remembrance was held on September 9, 2021, at DeBerry Funeral Home in Denton, Texas. Burial followed 
at Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery in Dallas, Texas.
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DONALD BRUNTON
 
The Reverend Donald “Max” Brunton, 89, of Terre Haute, Indiana, retired elder, passed away 
at Regional Hospital in Terre Haute on July 27, 2021.
 
Max was born on October 25, 1931, in Westport, Indiana, to Cecil Victor Brunton and Eva Ruth 
Downey Brunton. He was a graduate of Westport High School, Asbury College, and Asbury 
Theological Seminary. He was a U.S. Air Force veteran. While serving, he took courses at 
Maryland University, and he gave his life to Christ while stationed in Greenland.
 
Max and his wife, Norma, served as missionaries in Cuba from 1958-1959, where he also 
taught English and health at Cuba Central Methodist School. He served United Methodist 
churches in the former South Indiana Conference from 1960-2013, retiring from First United 
Methodist Church in Terre Haute in 1996. In retirement, he served part time for eight years at Mt. Calvary United 
Methodist Church and for eight additional years at Riley United Methodist Church in Terre Haute.
 
Max is survived by his wife of 22 years, Jo Annie Hazelwood Brunton-Brunton; daughter, Amy Jeanette Harpenau; son, 
Richard Mark Brunton; grandchildren, Isabella Brunton, Austin Harpenau, and Drew Harpenau; and stepdaughter, 
Dawn Michelle Brunton.
 
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Norma Jeanne Waite, who passed away on August 2, 1998; his parents; 
and five siblings.
 
A funeral service was held at Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church in Terre Haute on August 2, 2021, followed by 
burial in Lower Union Presbyterian Cemetery in Westport, Indiana.
 
 

MARTHA BUTCHER
 
Martha “Martie” Butcher, of Redkey, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Neil Butcher, retired elder, passed 
away on February 27, 2022, at age 74.
 
Martie was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, on August 26, 1947, to Arthur G. and Francis M. 
Kahle DeFur. She graduated from Warren Central High School in 1965 and attended Indiana 
Central College, now University of Indianapolis. In 1978, she graduated from Kokomo School 
of Practical Nursing.
 
She was a licensed practical nurse and worked at various nursing homes and hospitals around 
the state, working last as an L.P.N. at Tyson Foods in Portland, Indiana. She was a member of 
Delta Theta Tau, Fairview Knitting/Crocheting Club, Miniature Club, and Albany Lions Club.
 
As a pastor’s wife, she attended and served in churches with Neil, most recently at Bethel United Methodist Church 
in Anderson, Indiana. She sang in church choirs and taught Sunday school. She enjoyed working puzzles, crocheting, 
cross-stitching, crafting, and in her later years, traveling.
 
Martie is survived by her husband of 54 years, Neil; children, John Michael (Kristy) Butcher, Kelly Jo (Tim) Fretz, 
Catherine Marie (Paul) Mahler, and Marianne Kay (Shannon) Alwine; 11 grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; 
several step-great-grandchildren; two sisters; two brothers-in-law; a sister-in-law; and several nieces and nephews.
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; grandson, Dylan Lee Alwine; brother, Roland DeFur; and four brothers-in-
law.
 
A memorial service was held on March 5, 2022, at Albany United Methodist Church in Albany, Indiana. Burial was to 
occur at a later date in Decatur Cemetery, Decatur, Indiana.
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ALICE CHRISTOPHER
 
Alice M. (Bishop, Hopwood) Christopher, of Franklin, Indiana, 85, surviving former spouse of the 
late Rev. Richard L. Christopher, retired elder, passed away on May 16, 2021.
 
Alice was born February 20, 1936, in Tewksbury, Massachusetts, to Rev. Walter Callen Bishop 
and Susie Woods Robinson Bishop. She married Rev. Paul S. Hopwood on June 8, 1956. 
They divorced in 1978, and he passed away on September 27, 2016. She married Richard 
L. Christopher on December 25, 1986, and he preceded her in death on June 22, 2013. She 
married Paul T. Nugent on February 14, 2015, and he survives.
 
Alice graduated from McMinnville High School in 1953. She attended Linfield College, William 
Jewell College, and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Missouri Valley College in 1957. In 
1986, she received a Master of Social Work degree from Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis.
 
She was a social worker for the Indiana Department of Health based at New Castle State Development Center from 
1969-1988 and at the State Development Administrative Offices in Indianapolis from 1988 until retirement in 1990. She 
previously worked for the Marion County Public Welfare Department.
 
She was a member of Grace United Methodist Church in Franklin and United Methodist Women. She loved 
gardening, playing table games and tennis, baking and making pies, enjoying the ocean, and volunteering as a 
tutor at Webb Elementary School in Franklin. She loved her Savior, Jesus Christ, her church, and serving others.
 
Alice loved staying active and enjoyed traveling with her late husband Richard, visiting Germany, England, Scotland, 
Panama, Mexico, Austria, Germany, Hungary, China, Sweden, Hawaii, Eastern and Western Canada, Russia, Alaska, 
Cap-Haitien, Haiti, and taking several Caribbean cruises.
 
She is survived by her children, Sara Hopwood (Phil) Edwards, Mary Hopwood (Dave) Peterson, Martha Hopwood 
(Kevin) King, and Ruben (Melanie) Hopwood; stepchildren, Carol Christopher (Lisa Steiner), Beth Christopher Fuller, 
Laura Christopher (Chris) Wood, Paula Jean Nugent (Gene) Barickman, Thomas Nugent, Ruth McClelland (John) 
Nugent; 20 grandchildren; 30 great-grandchildren; and siblings, William (Katherine) Bishop, Arlyss Burkett, and Louise 
(Don) Arata.
 
She was preceded in death by her former spouses, Rev. Paul S. Hopwood and Rev. Richard L. Christopher; infant son, 
Philip Andrew Hopwood; her parents; her stepmother, Elvera Nylund Bishop; one brother; two sisters; and one brother-
in-law.
 
A celebration of life service was held on June 26, 2021, at Swartz Family Community Mortuary and Memorial Center in 
Franklin. A family inurnment occurred later at Snapps Ozark Memorial Park in Branson, Missouri.

MICHAEL COVER
 
The Reverend Michael Lee Cover, 62, of Hobart, Indiana, elder serving Hobart Trinity United 
Methodist Church and Hobart Michigan Avenue United Methodist Church, passed away on 
October 3, 2021.
 
Mike was born February 26, 1959, in LaPorte, Indiana, to Danny and Shirley Klinedinst Cover. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science from Indiana University Northwest, 
Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Religious Education degrees at United Theological 
Seminary, and a Master of Social Work from Loyola University of Chicago. At Loyola, he met 
Stephanie Lynn Minich, and they were married on April 27, 2002.
 
Mike was ordained in the former North Indiana Conference and pastored several United 
Methodist congregations for over 30 years. He was also a social worker with Neon Youth at 
Heartland Alliance in Chicago, Illinois; Family Compass in Highland, Indiana; and Vocational 
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Rehabilitation Services in Hobart. He was a member of the Hobart Ministerial Association and was involved with the 
Paper Pantry at Trinity United Methodist in Hobart.
 
He and a friend started Royal Family Kids’ Camp in northern Indiana, a camp designed for children who had 
experienced abuse and neglect and were in the foster care system. He worked there for 17 years, devoting himself 
to saving children’s lives and ensuring they could learn about God in a healthy and positive light.
 
Mike loved traveling and telling friends and family about his adventures. He also loved world history, world religions, 
British television, comedies, mysteries, and maps for all his future travels. He is remembered as a gentle and healing 
spirit, known for his sense of humor and creative puns. He was known to be an insightful minister who delivered 
thoughtful sermons and an understanding listener who made a difference in the lives of those who knew him.
 
Michael is survived by his wife, Stephanie; son, Ethan Christopher Cover; his mother, Shirley Cover; brother, Timothy 
(Karen) Cover; mother-in-law, Carol Lynn Minich; brothers-in-law, Dr. Anthony Minich, Andrew (Jenny) Minich; sisters-
in-law, Meredith (Kevin) Lueschen, Jennifer (Leonard) Clark, Anne (Andy) Dowland; 10 nieces and nephews; and pet, 
Polly the cat.
 
He was preceded in death by his father, Danny Lee Cover; brother, William Brian Cover; and his father-in-law, 
Stephen Lee Minich.
 
A funeral service was held on October 9, 2021, at Trinity United Methodist Church in Hobart.

JOYCE DEHN
 
Joyce Dehn, 72, spouse of Jerold S. Dehn, retired local pastor, passed away on December 22, 
2020, at her home in Jeffersonville, Indiana.
 
Joyce was born on October 3, 1948, in West Fork, Indiana, to Marion and Naomi Watson. 
She was a longtime employee of the Fashion Shop in New Albany, Indiana, and the Census 
Bureau in Jeffersonville. She was a member of United Methodist Women.
 
She is survived by her husband, Jerold; children, Kirk Smith and Jennifer (Jerald) Turner; 
three grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; sister, Iris (Louie) Meier; and brother, David 
(Margaret) Watson. She was preceded in death by her parents and sisters, Ina Reader, Carol 
Atz, and Shirley McCoy.
 
A funeral service was held on Saturday, December 26, 2020, at Kraft Funeral Service in New 
Albany, Indiana, followed by burial at Kraft-Graceland Memorial Park, also in New Albany.

MARK DENNIS
 
The Reverend Mark William Dennis, 69, of Muncie, Indiana, retired elder, passed away at 
Signature Healthcare on December 25, 2021.
 
He was born on April 26, 1952, in New Orleans, Louisiana, to William and Helen Dennis.
 
Mark earned a master’s degree in structural engineering from the University of Maryland. He 
worked in various places, including overseas, as an engineer. For over 20 years, he worked as 
a police officer in Louisiana and Indiana. He took many trips to Kenya, performing police and 
mission work. He was a hard worker who loved his family, enjoyed making others laugh, and 
found great joy in helping others. Mark was a godly man and attended church faithfully until 
his health failed.
 
He is survived by his son, Aaron Papa, and one sister, Lynn (Earl) Moreau.
 
A celebration of life service was held on January 6, 2022, at Fountain Square United Methodist Church in Muncie.
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ELVIN ELLISON
 
Elvin L. Ellison, 83, of Laveen, Arizona, retired local pastor, passed away at his home on 
December 23, 2020.
 
Elvin was born on August 21, 1937, to Russell Ellison and Ruby Konkle Ellison in Hamilton, Ohio. 
He graduated from Aurora High School and later received a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Asbury University, a Master of Arts degree from Michigan State University, and a degree in 
mortuary science from Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science.
 
As a teacher in the South Dearborn School Corporation in Michigan, he was involved in 
assisting school teams and teachers’ associations. Later, as a Lawrenceburg, Madison, and 
Forest Park, Indiana, businessman, he found a calling in serving the needs of families in their 
days of sorrow and grief. He volunteered in many projects of the Lawrenceburg Kiwanis Club 
and in his churches. From 1975-2005, he served as a United Methodist licensed local pastor. He was an involved 
member and leader at Hamline Chapel in Lawrenceburg, Indiana; First United Methodist Church in Chipley, Florida; 
and Christ Community United Methodist Church in Avondale, Arizona.
 
In Arizona, he enjoyed volunteering with Hospice of the Valley in Phoenix, attending the city’s professional indoor 
football games, spending time with family and friends, and taking early morning walks with his dog, Jake. He will be 
remembered for his wit and humor as well as his devotion to family and friends.
 
Elvin is survived by his wife of 57 years, Jean; children, Mark (Lesley) and Amy; seven grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; and his sister, Martha. He was preceded in death by his parents.
 
Graveside memorial services were held at River View Cemetery in Aurora, Indiana, on June 1, 2021.

CHRISTINE FORTENBERRY
 
Roberta Christine Anderson Fortenberry, surviving spouse of the late Rev. Roy Eaton, retired 
elder, passed away on October 14, 2021. She was 91.
 
Named for both parents, Roberta Christine was born to Judge Robert Buckner Anderson and 
Christine Haile Anderson of Port Gibson, Mississippi, on October 6, 1930. She was educated 
at All Saints Episcopal School and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in education at the 
University of Mississippi, where she was a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority.
 
In 1952, she married William Lowery Fortenberry, and they were married for 52 years until his 
death in 2005. In 2010, she married Rev. Roy Eaton, a childhood friend and also a native of 
Port Gibson.
 
Christine taught school for several years in both Natchez and Columbia, Mississippi. She was a voracious reader of 
American history and had a lifelong interest in genealogy. She enjoyed creating floral arrangements for her family 
and friends and for the altar at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church, where she also served as lay reader and chalice 
bearer.
 
She served as president of Colonial Dames of America, Chapter XV (Mississippi). She also served as governor general 
of The Order of First Families of Mississippi and was honored with its Meritorious Leadership Award for contributions to 
the preservation of Mississippi history.
 
Christine is survived by her daughters, Jane Fortenberry (Jose Ramon) Gonzalez, Sarah Fortenberry (Darden) North, 
and Ann Corso (John) Taylor; five grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Roy.
 
A memorial service was held on October 30, 2021, at Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Columbia, Mississippi.



REMEMBRANCES28

THOMAS FROST
 
The Reverend Thomas M. Frost, 84, of Fort Myers, Florida, retired elder, passed away on July 10, 
2021.
 
He was born January 6, 1937, to Rev. J. Thomas Frost and Margaret Meredith Frost in Elwood, 
Indiana. He married Mary Ellen Cortner on August 23, 1959.
 
Thomas served United Methodist congregations for over 45 years. He pastored churches 
in Wrightwood, San Gabriel, and Oak View, California, as well as North Liberty, Osceola, 
LaPorte, Wabash, Fort Wayne, and Decatur, Indiana. He served the former North Indiana 
Conference as chair of the Epworth Foundation and chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry.
 
He had a passion for mission work, and with Mary Ellen, he undertook a lifetime of mission 
service. Their most enduring church relationship for over 35 years was with St. John’s Anglican Church in Black River, 
Jamaica. They also worked with churches in Westmorland, Manchester, and Portland parishes in Jamaica. Tom and 
Mary Ellen took countless mission groups to build, aid, and show the love of Christ in this area.
 
He created Mission Marketing, providing an avenue for craftspeople around the world to connect with churches 
throughout the United States. His purpose was to shine a light on the importance and value of missions. He also 
supported the creation of Genesis Steel Drum Band and served church and community over many years as pastor, 
leader, teacher, facilitator, and conflict resolution pastor. He served on many community boards and was active in 
the Lions Club and as a Rotarian.
 
He was an avid golfer, skier, fisherman, and bridge player, and he sang with great passion in many choirs. He enjoyed 
sharing with friends that he was able to see both the Chicago Bears and the Chicago Cubs win world championships 
in his lifetime.
 
Thomas is survived by his wife of 61 years, Mary Ellen; children, Bart (Lisa) Frost and Misty (Denton) Wilson, Jr.; three 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and his brother, Jerry (Susan) Frost. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sons, Bradford Thomas Frost and Bryan David Frost; and great-granddaughter, Delta Anne Wilson.
 
Memorial services were held on October 30, 2021, at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Fort Myers and on May 28, 
2022, at Epworth Forest United Methodist Church in North Webster, Indiana.
 

PAUL FULP
 
The Reverend Paul Alan Fulp, 75, of Mooresville, Indiana, retired elder serving Brick Chapel 
United Methodist Church, passed away on March 26, 2022.
 
Paul was born on January 10, 1947, to Bennett Fulp and Reva Dillon Fulp. He graduated 
from Crawfordsville High School in 1965 and then attended University of Indianapolis, Marion 
College, and United Theological Seminary. Paul served many Indiana United Methodist 
congregations, including Brick Chapel United Methodist Church, where he was serving at the 
time of his death.
 
In retirement, Paul enjoyed mowing and keeping up his farm. He spent time woodworking 
and tried his hand at building small furniture. He liked camping and watching the Indianapolis 
Colts as well as Indiana University and Butler basketball games.
 
He is survived by his wife, Paula; children, Scott (Karen) Fulp and Kelli (Scott) Blackburn; five 
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and sisters, Verna Eichelberger and Ruth (Lynn) App. He was preceded in 
death by his parents.
 
A memorial service was held at Plainfield United Methodist Church in Plainfield, Indiana, on April 23, 2022.
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EDWARD GILMORE
 
Edward J. Gilmore, 81, of LaGrange, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, on October 19, 2021.
 
He was born on July 12, 1940, to Howard F. and Elizabeth R. Sullivan Gilmore. He married 
Pauline M. Hastings on April 6, 1968, and she preceded him in death in 2017.
 
Living most of his life in Chicago, Illinois, he was a respiratory therapist for 20 years and later 
became a physician assistant, practicing refugee medicine, emergency medicine, and 
home health for 20 years. After moving to LaGrange, he became a local pastor and served 
Wawaka United Methodist Church for four years before retirement, and he then served 
Ashley/Flint until 2018.
 
He was a U.S. Navy veteran, a Boy Scout scoutmaster, and spent many years as a magician. 
He volunteered at Parkview Home Health and Hospice in Fort Wayne, was an officer for the local chapter of AARP, 
and was a member of Howe United Methodist Church and Order of St. Luke.
 
Edward is survived by his children, Dan Gilmore (Angela Dishong), David (Elizabeth) Gilmore, and Beverly (Ronald) 
Lullo; three grandchildren; and one great-granddaughter. He was preceded in death by his wife, Pauline; his parents; 
his sister; and two brothers.
 
A funeral service was held on October 25, 2021, at Howe United Methodist Church in Howe, Indiana, followed by 
burial with military rites in Greenwood Cemetery in LaGrange.
 

CATHERINE GLASSBURN
 
Catherine J. “Sally” Glassburn, 84, of North Webster, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Norman 
Glassburn, retired elder, passed away at Parkview Hospital in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on June 5, 
2021.
 
Sally was born in Huntington, Indiana, on May 3, 1937, to Cecil and Ruby Denton Hunnicutt. 
She married Norman Glassburn on July 23, 1960, and they celebrated 60 years of marriage in 
2020.
 
Sally graduated from Huntington High School in 1955 and was a member of North Webster 
United Methodist Church. She held several jobs throughout her life, including factory and 
restaurant work, babysitting, cleaning, and selling AVON. She liked being active and busy, 
and she loved caring for and spending time with her family. She also loved fishing, baking 
and decorating cakes, and doing word searches in her recliner.
 
She is survived by her husband, Norman; daughter, Anna (James) Yoder; son, Michael (Janet) Glassburn; two 
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; brother, Ed Metzler; and sisters, Phyllis Snyder, Jackie Burnworth, Judy 
McMahan, Donna (Wayne) Sorg, and Vicki Hoium.
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; brothers, Robert Hunnicutt, Warren Hunnicutt, and Ronald Hunnicutt; and 
her mother who raised her, Wanda Hunnicutt.
 
A celebration of life service was held on June 10, 2021, at Needham-Storey-Wampner Funeral Service in Marion, 
Indiana, followed by burial in Grant Memorial Park, also in Marion.
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EARL GUINGRICH
 
Earl E. Guingrich, 88, of Wabash, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away at Autumn Ridge 
Rehabilitation Center on December 21, 2021.
 
He was born on January 23, 1933, in Payne, Ohio, to Virgil and Katie Wilder Guingrich. He 
married Joan Hyatt on May 28, 1954.
 
Earl graduated from Marion College and from Garrett Evangelical Seminary, now Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary. He served Church of Our Saviour United Methodist Church 
in Wabash until 2008 and was a member of Lagro United Methodist Church in Lagro, Indiana.
 
He is survived by his wife, Joan; son, Carl Guingrich; daughter, Marsha Guingrich; three 
grandchildren; three brothers; and four sisters. He was preceded in death by his parents and 
two sisters.
 
A funeral service was held at McDonald Funeral Home in Wabash on December 28, 2021, followed by burial in Falls 
Cemetery, also in Wabash.
 
 

YVONNE HANEY
 
Yvonne Haney, 83, of Warren, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Joseph Haney, retired elder, passed 
away at Heritage Pointe of Warren on August 16, 2021.
 
Yvonne was born on March 22, 1938, to Wilber Eugene Pond and Olive Pauline McIntire Pond 
in Mt. Zion, Wells County, Indiana, and graduated from Liberty Center High School. In 1956, 
she married Bob Zehner, and they had two daughters. In 1987, Yvonne married Joseph Haney 
in Uniondale, Indiana.
 
In addition to being a homemaker, Yvonne worked for Corning Glass, Lancaster Schools in 
Wells County, and retired from Peyton’s Northern in Bluffton, Indiana. She loved teaching 
Sunday school and working with children. She also loved outdoor activities, including hiking, 
boating, camping, swimming, and geo-caching. Yvonne and Joe were known for their 
ballroom dancing, and it was requested at every family gathering.
 
She is survived by her loving husband, Joseph; daughters, Tonya (Stanley) Jenkins and Camelia (Anthony) Robles; 
stepson, John (Lisa) Haney; stepdaughter, Jean Swartz; 14 grandchildren; 41 great-grandchildren; and three great-
great-grandchildren.
 
A funeral service was held on August 21, 2021, at Solid Rock United Methodist Church in Warren, followed by burial at 
Spring Hill Cemetery, also in Warren.
 

SHIRLEY HARNER
 
Shirley Faye “Shirl” Harner, 87, of West Lafayette, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Dale Harner, retired 
elder, passed away at Westminster Health Care in West Lafayette on July 28, 2021.
 
Shirley was born on June 14, 1934, in Sellersville, Pennsylvania, to Edward Lewis Wentz and 
Evelyn Kulp Wentz. She attended school in Pennsylvania at the one-room schoolhouses of 
Pennville and Fair Hill through eighth grade, graduated from Souderton High School, and 
earned a teaching degree from the University of West Chester. She later earned a master’s 
degree in education from Indiana University.
 
Shirley was a kindergarten teacher, and one of her avocations was music. She performed 
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solos in church and community choirs and served as choir director in several areas where she lived. She was 
interested in nature, especially in admiring and cultivating flowers, gardening, and she enjoyed traveling and 
reading. She was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church and Tri Kappa Sorority.
 
Shirley is survived by her husband of 58 years, Dale; daughter, Lisa Harner (Tim) Brown; son, Brad (Heidi) Harner; three 
grandchildren; and brother, Edward (Beverly) Wentz II. She was preceded in death by her parents.
 
Services were held at Trinity United Methodist Church in Lafayette, Indiana, on August 3, 2021, followed by interment 
in Meadow View Cemetery, also in Lafayette.
 

VAL HARRIS
 
The Reverend Val Edward Harris, 79, of The Villages, Florida, retired elder, passed away at The 
Villages Regional Hospital on August 5, 2021.
 
Val was born on February 14, 1942, in Marion, Indiana, to Charles and Hazel Hoppes Harris. 
He graduated from Marion High School and Wabash College. He earned a Master of Divinity 
degree at Perkins School of Theology and then returned to Indiana to serve in the former 
North Indiana Conference.
 
Val served several Indiana United Methodist churches, including Anderson Grace, South Bend 
Stull and Immanuel, Fort Wayne Forest Park, Dalesville, and Kokomo Grace. He later worked in 
the financial investment industry.
 
After retiring to The Villages, he was active with New Covenant United Methodist Church’s Sunday school and the 
gleaning group. He led a genealogy group and was an active member of Friendship Force, a group dedicated to 
encouraging peace through international personal connections with travel and hosting.
 
Val is survived by his wife, Eleanor; daughters, Dawn (James) Floyd and Diana (Greg) Bogard; five grandchildren; and 
two brothers, Phil (Georgette) Harris and Barry (Patricia) Harris. He was preceded in death by his parents; one brother; 
and one sister.
 
A memorial service was held on October 29, 2021, at New Covenant United Methodist Church in The Villages.

ROBERT HAYES-BENNETT
 
The Reverend Doctor Robert Hayes-Bennett, of Indianapolis, Indiana, retired elder, passed 
away on November 21, 2021, at age 77.
 
Robert was born on January 17, 1944, in Richmond, Indiana, to Howard and Geraldine 
Heilman Bennett. He graduated from Fountain City High School, earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Indiana University, a Master of Divinity degree from Earlham College School of Religion, 
and received his Doctor of Divinity degree from Christian Theological Seminary. He devoted 
his life to pastoral counseling and established Roots and Wings Counseling to serve those in 
need throughout the Indianapolis area.
 
Robert loved the outdoors, running, bicycling, and traveling. He was a compassionate man 
who always had a story to tell but was diligent about keeping confidentialities. His family 
will miss his sense of humor and his love for the world around him. He loved his family above all other things, and his 
daughters say he was the best dad ever.
 
Robert is survived by his loving wife, Ginny; daughters, Melinda Bennett-Jones and Carie Warner; sister, Joan Harris; 
half-sisters, Betty Messing and Julie Jenuwine-Otto; three grandchildren; and great-grandaughter, Aubree Harrington. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; his son, David Christian Bennett; and his brother, Bill Bennett.
 
A memorial visitation was held on January 8, 2022, at Simplicity Funeral and Cremation Care in Zionsville.
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MARTIN HESS
 
The Reverend Martin L. Hess, 86, of Bradenton, Florida, retired elder, passed away on Good 
Friday, April 15, 2022.
 
Martin was born on January 23, 1936, in Gordon, Nebraska. He graduated from Taylor 
University in 1959 and was ordained after graduation from Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University.
 
Martin served churches in Marion and Fort Wayne areas of Indiana for 17 years. In Marion, 
he served as pastor of New Hope United Methodist Church. He retired from the former North 
Indiana Conference and was a chaplain at the Marion Veterans Hospital. He retired from the 
Veterans Administration in 2001 and moved to Bradenton.
 
In addition to being a pastor and chaplain, Martin sang in barbershop chorus, played and 
watched sports, and he loved woodworking, fishing, and birdwatching. He was dedicated to serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ with his life.
 
He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Carol; children, Mandy Hess and Mark (Joy) Hess; granddaughter, Alaina; 
brother, Kenneth (Shiryl) Hess; and his sister, Jeanette (Bill) Tucker.
 
A celebration of life service was held on May 6, 2022, at Braden River United Methodist Church in Bradenton.

NORMA HILLSAMER
 
Norma “Jackie” Hillsamer, 97, surviving spouse of the late Rev. Phil Hillsamer, retired elder, 
passed away on August 21, 2021.
 
Jackie, the oldest of three siblings, was born on January 28, 1924, in Marion, Indiana, to Virgil 
and Mildred Runyon. She won the hearts of many, including her husband, Philip Hillsamer, 
with her love and faith. After graduating from Marion High School, she corresponded with 
Philip during World War II while he was overseas, and they were married on July 12, 1946. 
Letter-writing carried on as her signature act of love, filling the hearts of loved ones with 
encouraging messages and words of faith.
 
Following the war, Philip carried out his call to ministry, and Jackie fulfilled her childhood 
dream of becoming a minister’s wife. As Philip served various Indiana churches, Jackie was 
also very involved in activities that included singing in the choir and teaching Sunday school.
 
Jackie and Philip raised five children with many joyous memories together at Lake Tippecanoe. In retirement, 
the couple moved to Michigan City, Indiana. After Philip’s death, Jackie continued to faithfully care for family 
and friends, warming their hearts and sharing her sugar cream pie. She enjoyed companionship and games of 
Rummikub, making and giving jewelry to friends, and she cherished the love of her grandchildren.
 
Jackie is survived by her brother, William Runyon; sister-in-law, Lois (Richard) Runyon; her children, Susan (Jim) Todd, 
Sally (John) Eastman, Peter (Shari McFeely) Hillsamer, and Stacey (Tom) Gushrowski; nine grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren.
 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 59 years, Philip; her son, Philip G. Hillsamer; granddaughter, Manna 
Todd Marshall; brother, Richard Runyon; and sister-in-law, Connie (William) Runyon.
 
A funeral service was held at First United Methodist Church in Michigan City on August 26, 2021, followed by burial in 
Estates of Serenity in Marion, Indiana.
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LUCIA JONES
 
Lucia Juanita Jones, 81, of Washington, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away on April 17, 
2022.
 
She was born on September 15, 1940, to Paul and Fern Winkler Ham. She married her 
childhood sweetheart, William “Bill” Jones, on August 11, 1956, and they celebrated 65 years 
of marriage in August 2021.
 
Lucia loved serving the Lord. She taught Sunday school and was involved in the Walk to 
Emmaus. She served as interim pastor at Asbury Chapel and pastored Maysville United 
Methodist Church in Washington for nearly 20 years. She found happiness in singing, 
waterskiing, bowling, and watching sports, but her greatest joy came from spending time with 
and loving her family.
 
Lucia is survived by her loving soulmate, Bill; daughter, Kim Elaine Jones Kixmiller; son, Bill (Cecile) Jones, Jr.; six 
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents and her son-in-law, Wayne 
Kixmiller.
 
A celebration of life was held at Ed L. Lee Mortuary in Washington on April 22, 2022, and a funeral service was held at 
Maysville United Methodist Church in Maysville, Indiana, on April 23, 2022. Following the service, Lucia was laid to rest 
in Sugarland Memory Gardens in Washington.

STEVE KOZIATEK, III
 
Steve Joseph Koziatek, III, 66, of Harlan, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Catherine Koziatek, passed 
away on January 7, 2022, at Ashton Creek Health & Rehabilitation Center in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.
 
He was born in Columbus, Ohio, on January 29, 1955, to Loretta Janette Ferch Lascola and 
Steve Joseph Koziatek. He married Catherine Picard on July 1, 1989.
 
Steve loved cars from a young age, and he took his hobby of model cars, airplanes, and 
rockets into becoming an auto mechanic by trade and an electronics buyer. He was a World 
War II history buff, but he also enjoyed science fiction, especially Star Trek and Star Wars.
 
He is survived by his wife, Catherine; siblings, Bill Koziatek, Jody Carnes, Leanne (Sam) Cary, 
and Thomas (Tina) Koziatek; and many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents and his 
brother, Dwight.
 
A funeral service was held on January 15, 2022, at Harlan United Methodist Church.  Steve was laid to rest in Glen 
Rest Memorial Estate in Reynoldsburg, Ohio.

JAMES LANTZ
 
The Reverend James E. “Jim” Lantz, of Goshen, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on 
November 24, 2021, at age 90. He was the father of Rev. Ann Lantz, formerly of the Indiana 
United Methodist Conference, and grandfather to Rev. Chris Lantz, serving at Huntington 
Evangelical United Methodist Church.
 
Jim was born January 5, 1931, in Fort Wayne, Indiana, to Henry E. Lantz and Esther C. Lantz. 
He lived in Leo, Indiana, until age 18 and was part of a large extended family. He graduated 
from Leo High School and later from Taylor University with a Bachelor of Arts degree. He 
earned a Master of Divinity degree from Garrett Theological Seminary, now Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary. He was an ordained deacon and later an elder in The 
Methodist Church, and he served 43 years as a church pastor.
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In 1953, he married his high school sweetheart, Marilyn Steiner, and they shared 64 years of marriage. In 1993, they 
retired and moved to Syracuse, Indiana, where they lived for 19 years. In retirement, Jim spent his time reading, 
working in his woodshop, enjoying his family, teaching a large high school Sunday school class, serving as a volunteer 
academic mentor at Syracuse Elementary School for 22 years, traveling, and spending time on St. Simons Island, 
Georgia. In 2012, Jim and Marilyn moved to Goshen, Indiana.
 
Jim is survived by his sons, Steve (Sheri) Lantz and Bill (Kathy) Lantz; daughter, Rev. Ann (Agnes) Lantz; four 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his loving wife, Marilyn, and his sister, Phyllis 
Morrical.
 
A celebration of life service was held on December 3, 2021, at Calvary United Methodist Church in Syracuse, Indiana. 
Private burial was to occur at a later date.
 

PAUL YIM KUL LEE
 
The Reverend Doctor Paul Yim Lee, senior pastor at Hillside United Methodist Church in 
Princeton, Indiana, passed away on April 22, 2022.
 
Paul transferred to the Indiana Conference in 2019 and served Indiana United Methodist 
congregations that included Tracy, Salem Chapel, and Hillside.
 
At his memorial service, Paul was remembered by his family and members of the 
congregation as a humble man of devotion who cared deeply for others and who loved 
God above all. He invested great love, time, and effort to meet the needs of Hillside 
parishioners, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic closures. He nurtured little children for 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and his memorial fund will continue the mission of caring for “the little 
children.”
 
Paul is survived by his wife, Joan, and his children, Daniel and Deborah Lee.
 
A memorial service was held on April 30, 2022, at Hillside United Methodist Church in Princeton. Burial preceded the 
memorial service at sundown on April 29, 2022.

DENNIS LEINBACH
 
The Reverend Dennis D. Leinbach, 75, retired elder, passed away on June 1, 2021, at his home 
in Uniondale, Indiana.
 
Dennis was born on November 9, 1945, in Goshen, Indiana, to Maurice E. and Joyce C. Yoder 
Leinbach. He married Joyce M. Arnold on February 28, 1970.
 
Dennis served as a pastor in the Missionary Church for 25 years and later with The United 
Methodist Church for 15 years. He served Indiana United Methodist churches, including Butler, 
Bethel in Fort Wayne, and in retirement, Lancaster Chapel United Methodist Church.
 
He is remembered as an inspiring pastor with a shepherd’s heart whose passion was sharing 
God’s Word with everyone he encountered. He started a youth soccer league in Butler and 
later coached the school soccer team. Dennis loved camping, fishing, hunting, and spending 
time with family. He took youth groups whitewater rafting and mountain climbing.
 
Dennis is survived by his wife, Joyce; children, Darie (Melodie) Leinbach, Julia (Chris) McCoy-Burdett, Joshua (Lydia) 
Leinbach, and Darin Leinbach; 12 grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; his sister, Nancy Leinbach; and sister-in-
law, Helen Leinbach. He was preceded in death by his parents and a brother, Alan Leinbach.
 
A private family service was held at Rieth-Rohrer-Ehret Funeral Home in Goshen, Indiana.
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VERNA LINDEMOOD
 
Verna Louva Simonson Lindemood, 94, of Penney Farms, Florida, surviving spouse of the late 
Rev. Rex Lindemood, retired elder, passed away on October 31, 2021.
 
Verna was born to Mulford Beverly Simonson and Lois Kinsey Simonson on May 28, 1927, in 
Brooklyn, New York. She spent her childhood and teen years in New York and Connecticut 
before graduating from Allegheny College in Pennsylvania in 1948.
 
Returning to Brooklyn after college, she met Olon Rex Lindemood, a student pastor, and they 
were married on May 5, 1951. Early in ministry, Rex and Verna served Methodist churches 
in Pennsylvania, Idaho, and Oregon, and during those years, three sons were born. Later, 
they came to Indiana, where Rex served United Methodist churches in Columbia City, East 
Chicago, Hartford City, North Webster, and Dyer.
 
In retirement, Verna and Rex moved to Penney Retirement Community in Penney Farms in 1991. They enjoyed 
spending time with family and welcoming new residents into their home. Verna was proud that members of her 
family had resided in Penney Farms for almost 50 years. The P.E.O. Sisterhood was important to her, and she served 
faithfully during her adult life.
 
Verna is survived by sons, Stephen Rex, Mark Drew, and Olon Mulford; 11 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and 
her sister-in-law, Myrtle Bacon. She was preceded in death by her husband, Rex; a granddaughter, grandson, and 
great-grandson; and her sister, Beverly.
 
Graveside services were held in Penney Farms Cemetery on December 4, 2021.

RONALD LUCAS
 
The Rev. Ronald Lee Lucas, of Westport, Indiana, 87, retired elder, passed away at Columbus 
Regional Hospital on February 1, 2022.
 
He was born on February 2, 1934, in Freedom, Indiana, to Howard Freeman and Marie May 
Thompson Lucas. He married Colleen Mae Quick on August 11, 1958, and he was a U.S. Navy 
veteran, having served during the Korean War.
 
He graduated from Columbus High School in 1952, earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Purdue University in 1981 and later received a Master of Divinity degree from Christian 
Theological Seminary. He served Indiana United Methodist churches, including Rock Creek, 
Oak Grove, Hayden, Taylorsville/Clifford, Old Union/Leipsic, Monroe City, Walnut Grove, 
Welton Chapel, Hamline Chapel, Lizton, Oakland City Trinity, and Jacob Finger in Mitchell 
before retiring in 1998.
 
Ron is survived by his wife, Colleen; sons, Brian Lucas and Michael Lucas; daughters, Karen Wright and Teresa Anson; 
seven grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents; brothers, Merlin 
“Pete” Lucas, Howard Lucas, Jr., William Joseph Lucas, and Lloyd Thurman Lucas; and sisters, Vivian Lucas, Betty 
Lucas, Ann Kirtley, and Marilyn Verbosky.
 
Funeral services were held on February 8, 2022, at Bass & Gasper Funeral Home in Westport. Following his wishes, Ron 
was cremated and later buried in Westport Cemetery.
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SHIRLEY LYTH
 
Shirley J. Lyth, 80, of Janesville, Wisconsin, spouse of Richard Lyth, retired local pastor, passed away at home on 
November 28, 2021.
 
She was born in Helena, Montana, to George and Rose Ervin Hoffenke on March 12, 1941. She married Richard Lyth 
on April 11, 1970. Shirley earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting and worked as an accountant until she retired.
 
She is survived by her husband of 51 years, Richard; children, Michael McGarity, Trisha McGarity, Annie (Bill) Hunt, 
Shawn (Sara) Lyth, Dustin Lyth, and Kris (Krista) Lyth; 11 grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and siblings, Ronnie 
Hoffenke and Roger Hoffenke. She was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Joel Sheldon; and sister, Patricia 
Bradley.
 
A memorial service was held at Asbury United Methodist Church in Janesville in late January 2022.

GERALD MACHGAN
 
The Reverend Gerald C. “Jerry” Machgan, 91, retired elder, of Pinehurst, North Carolina, and 
formerly of Fort Wayne, Indiana, passed away at Pinehurst Health Center on July 15, 2021.
 
Jerry was born on June 18, 1930, to Chester and Selma Machgan (later Newkirk) in Mauston, 
Wisconsin. He married Elizabeth A. Burge on September 9, 1951.
 
He served as a chaplain for 25 years at Parkview Hospital in Dallas, Texas, and during that 
time, he arranged for the last rites for President John F. Kennedy. He taught clinical pastoral 
care at Parkview for many years. In his early years of ministry, he served Indiana United 
Methodist churches, including Arcadia/Atlanta and Trinity; and later, Angola Flint until 2010. 
He also served in the U.S. Air Force Reserves and Indiana Air National Guard for a total of 22 
years.
 
He is survived by his wife of 69 years, Liz; three children, Cindy (Markus) Novosel, Terry (Brenda) Machgan, and 
Kent Machgan; daughter-of-the-heart, Paula Neal Rice; four grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his brothers, Jon Newkirk and Jim Machgan.
 
A memorial service was held at Pinehurst United Methodist Church on July 27, 2021. A memorial service and 
interment were to occur later in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
 

WILLIAM MATHYS
 
The Reverend William Frederick Mathys, 89, of Anderson, Indiana, retired elder, passed away 
at Community Hospital Anderson on April 2, 2022.
 
Bill was born on October 16, 1932, in Muncie, Indiana, the son of Wilbur and Agnes Keesaer 
Mathys. He graduated from Muncie Central High School in 1950, Ball State University in 1954, 
and Garrett Biblical Seminary, now Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, in 1957. On 
June 14, 1955, he married Joyce Ashman.
 
Ordained in the former North Indiana Conference in 1958, he served Indiana United 
Methodist churches, including Raub, Waterloo Circuit, Hamilton, Anderson First, Elwood First, 
and Winamac, until retirement in 2010. In retirement, he served Joyce Chapel until 2012.
 
Bill was an active member of the Lions Club, historical society, and many other organizations. He officiated hundreds 
of weddings and funerals, and he counseled all walks of life, developing deep and lasting friendships.
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He is survived by his loving wife, Joyce; children, Beth (Rick) Grinder, Bradley Mathys, and Mark (Linda) Mathys; six 
grandchildren; and one great-granddaughter. He was preceded in death by his parents and five siblings.
 
A celebration of life service was held on April 23, 2022, at First United Methodist Church in Anderson.

MICHAEL MCCOY
 
Michael F. McCoy, 77, of Indianapolis, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Linda McCoy, retired elder, 
passed away on March 10, 2022.
 
Known to his wife as Mikey, he was born to Mac and Gladys McCoy in Milan, Indiana, on 
July 21, 1944. He shortly moved to Madison, Indiana, where he met Linda, his high school 
sweetheart. She followed him to Indiana University, where he was a member of the Marching 
Hundred. They married while Linda was a senior in college and Mike was in his first year of the 
Indiana University MBA program. They recently celebrated 56 years of marriage.
 
The majority of Mike’s career was spent in insurance and equipment leasing and supporting 
his wife in her career. He was a member of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church since 1969, and 
he and Linda were regular attendees and volunteers until she joined the staff as an associate 
pastor in 1982.
 
Mike supported Linda and St. Luke’s in any way he could. He and daughter Erin often set up coffee and donuts for 
Sunday services, and he combined his love of cooking and his love for St. Luke’s by helping in the kitchen as well as 
grilling hundreds of pieces of chicken for the shepherding picnic. Mike continued to support Linda by leading the 
technology team at The Garden, which she started in 1995 and served until retirement in 2015.
 
Mike said that one of the happiest days of his life was daughter Erin’s birth, and later the birth of his granddaughter, 
Madeline. He enjoyed traveling around the world, especially working with Swiss Timing at Olympic-style events, and 
he loved to cook. He will be remembered for his wonderful smile and infectious laugh. He loved people, could talk to 
anyone about anything, and was genuinely interested in what others had to say.
 
Mike is survived by his wife, Linda; his daughter, Erin (Lee) Roling; and granddaughter, Madeline Swike. He was 
preceded in death by his brother, Dave.
 
Funeral services were held at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church on April 23, 2022.

CHARLES MCPEEK
 
Charles L. McPeek, 81, of Muncie, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away on July 5, 2021.
 
Charles was born in Muncie, Indiana. He graduated from Burris Laboratory School in 1958 and 
earned Bachelor of Science in education and Master of Education degrees from Ball State 
University. He later earned a Master of Christian Education degree and a Master of Divinity 
degree from United Theological Seminary.
 
In 1966, he began teaching elementary school in the Muncie Community School Corporation 
and enjoyed coaching basketball, baseball, volleyball, softball, and track. He retired after 30 
years of teaching in 1996. In retirement, he responded to his call to ministry and returned to 
seminary for his Master of Divinity degree. A lifelong United Methodist, he pastored Indiana 
United Methodist churches in Marion, Point Isabel, and Shipshewana for 15 years before 
retiring from ministry but continuing to serve as a supply pastor.
 
He loved sports and played volleyball, racquetball, handball, golf, and pickleball. He loved to play cards, was an 
avid and masterful bridge player, and he was a member of the Senior Center Bridge Club. He often traveled to 
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tournaments across the country and took a bridge cruise with his wife and friends in 2019. He was an actor with 
Expression Traveling Troupe and Muncie Civic Theatre. His greatest passion was building relationships and engaging in 
activities with his family. He is remembered as one who leaves a legacy of love for God, church, family, and his fellow 
man.
 
Charles is survived by his wife of 62 years, Betty; daughters, Betsy A. Fitzgerald, Lonna M. (Jack) Jordan, and Anissa R. 
(Eddie III) Faulkner; sons, Charles E. (Kimberlee) McPeek and Steven L. (Annette) McPeek; 14 grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; and a brother, Keith D. (Sally) McPeek.
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Frank D. and Grace L. McPeek; sister, Frances Weir; and two brothers, 
Donald E. McPeek and Bruce A. McPeek.
 
A memorial service was held on July 19, 2021, at Urban Light Community Church in Muncie.
 
 

DONALD MILLER
 
The Reverend Donald I. Miller, 87, of Muncie, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on 
November 8, 2021.
 
He was born in Muncie on January 7, 1934, to Roy and Katherine Younce Miller. He graduated 
from Royerton High School in 1952. He then served in the U.S. Army, and following his service, 
studied ministry at Taylor University.
 
He served the Lord as a United Methodist pastor in Indiana communities for nearly 60 years, 
including Brookville United Methodist Church from 1989-2001. After retirement in 2001, he 
served Normal City United Methodist Church for 15 years.  In later years, he was grateful for 
the love and support of his new church family at Fountain Square United Methodist Church in 
Muncie.
 
Don is survived by his nieces, Joan (John) Wong, Darlene (Jim) Toney, and Pam (Luke) Melvin; nephews, Keven 
(Sherri) Miller, Scott Miller, David (Barbara) Mason, Rick (Claudia) Padrutt, and Tim (Diana) Padrutt; sister-in-law, Anita 
Miller; and extended family. He was preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Helen, and a brother, Robert L. Miller.
 
A celebration of life service was held on November 12, 2021, at Fountain Square United Methodist Church in Muncie. 
Following the service, Don and his wife, Helen, who passed away on November 3, 2021, were laid to rest together at 
Hawk Cemetery in Yorktown, Indiana.

HELEN MILLER
 
Helen Elizabeth Miller, of Muncie, Indiana, spouse of the late Rev. Donald I. Miller, retired elder, 
passed away on November 3, 2021.
 
She was born in Columbus, Ohio, on January 3, 1930, to Berthold and Olga Wilhelm Padrutt.
 
As a pastor’s wife, Helen committed her life to serving the Lord with her husband in many 
communities throughout Indiana for nearly 60 years. Helen loved her church families, and in 
her younger years, she enjoyed teaching Sunday school. She was grateful for the love and 
support of her new church family at Fountain Square United Methodist Church for making it 
easier for her to attend church when walking became difficult for her.
 
Helen was survived by her husband of 60 years, Donald, who passed away on November 8, 2021; nieces, Darlene 
(Jim) Toney, Pam (Luke) Melvin, and Joan (John) Wong; nephews, David (Barbara) Mason, Rick (Claudia) Padrutt, 
Tim (Diana) Padrutt, Scott Miller, and Kevin (Sherri) Miller; sister-in-law, Anita Miller; and many great-nieces and great-
nephews.
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She was preceded in death by her parents; her sisters, Juanita (Roy) Mason and Jean Padrutt; brother, Charles 
(Patty) Padrutt; nephew, Chuck Padrutt; and brother-in-law, Robert Miller.
 
A celebration of life service was held on November 8, 2021, at Fountain Square United Methodist Church in Muncie. 
She was laid to rest together with her husband on November 12, 2021, at Hawk Cemetery in Yorktown, Indiana.

JOE MILLER
 
The Reverend Joe Mack Miller, 94, originally of Spencer County, Indiana, retired elder, passed 
away on Easter morning, April 17, 2022.
 
Joe (Daddy, Papaw, Uncle Joe) was a farmer who was called and continued his education 
through ministry. Ordained in 1968 in the former South Indiana Conference, he served several 
Indiana United Methodist congregations that included Rockport, Crawfordsville Mt. Zion, 
Indianapolis Faith, Seymour Trinity, and Evansville Fairlawn before retiring in 1993.
 
Joe lived his faith in service to others. He and his wife opened their home to over 50 foster 
children over the years. He enjoyed retirement in Evansville and later in Crawfordsville, 
spending time with family, playing cards, tinkering, and fixing things for those he knew and 
loved. He especially enjoyed time with his granddaughters and great-granddaughters, who 
were his pride and joy. He asked that you love and cherish your family as he did his.
 
He is survived by his wife of 73 years, Janice; children, Joe L. Miller and Carla (John) Schetzsle; granddaughters, Kali 
Schetzsle (David Rigdon) and Kristi Schetzsle (Bill Stull); two great-granddaughters; and extended family.
 
A celebration of life was held for immediate family.
 

JOHN MILLER
 
John Edward Miller, of Jeffersonville, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Dr. Marion Crowder Miller, 
retired elder, passed away on July 22, 2021.
 
John was born on July 29, 1946, in Parksdale, Arkansas. Affectionately known as “Buck,” he 
was the second of 16 children born to George and Maxcine Miller. He lived for a time in 
Los Angeles, California, but returned home to raise a family in his first marriage. After that 
marriage was dissolved, God led John on a new journey to Pontiac, Michigan, where he 
started a new career and found the love of his life, Marion Crowder. They were married in 
1971.
 
In his early years, he followed in the footsteps of his father and became a well-known quartet 
gospel singer and a member of a group called “The Song Birds of the South.” He continued to 
pursue music, along with his brothers, with a new group, “The Gospel Blue Jays.”
 
John worked for Pontiac Motors before becoming a bus driver, a career that fascinated him from the time of his 
childhood. He first worked for Airport Limousine Services and later drove “road coaches” all across the country. 
Moving to Indianapolis, he became Bus Driver of the Year. After retirement, he relocated to Jeffersonville and was 
hired by Clark County Schools.
 
In Jeffersonville, he was a member of Wesley United Methodist Church, where he was known as “First Gentleman 
John.” He was a member of the Wesley Male Chorus, Wesley Super Seniors, and a Communion steward. He 
demonstrated his love for God and others by preparing delicious, mouthwatering southern cooking and 
entertainment, always filled with fun and laughter. He is remembered as one whose love for God’s Word, service to 
the church, and passion for helping others speaks volumes about a life well-lived by a humble man with a fighting 
spirit. He is especially remembered for his love for children and his loving, cooperative spirit that was exemplified 
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throughout his life as a Christian servant.
 
John is survived by his loving wife, Marion; children, Cedric (Kimberly) Darton, Zackery (Wilma) Evans, Sonya 
(Vincent) Gaddy, Tonya (Gerald) Miller-Cherry, Marla (James) Miller-Lewis, Rita Bucknight, Miles Miller, and Jonathan 
Miller; 15 grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. He is also survived by sisters, Georgia (Robert) Matthews, 
Cherry (Andrew) Rose, Janice (Abdullah) Shadid, JoAnn (Clyde) Dobbins, Brenda (Joseph) Hurner, Sheliah (Jeffrey) 
Campbell, Vincy (Rodney) Jackson, Chandra (Diaz) Johnson; adopted sisters, Joyce (Howard) Chambers and Jewell 
Grant; brothers, Donnie Miller, Earl (Wendy) Miller, Benny (Sharnin) Miller, Gregory (Jackie) Miller, and Bruce (Jackie) 
Miller; adopted brother, Franklin King; and extended family.
 
A celebration of life worship service was held at Wesley United Methodist Church in Jeffersonville on July 31, 2021, 
followed by interment at Walnut Ridge Cemetery, also in Jeffersonville. 

THELMA MILLER
 
Thelma P. Miller, 96, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, spouse of the late Rev. Robert Miller, retired elder, 
passed away on November 14, 2021, at Coventry Meadows Nursing Facility in Fort Wayne.
 
Thelma was born on September 10, 1925, in Casey, Illinois, to Burt Washburn and Lucy Smith 
Washburn. She graduated from Casey High School and Indiana Central College, now 
University of Indianapolis, and earned her master’s degree in early elementary education 
from Ball State University. She taught school in Glens Valley and Frankfort.
 
On August 20, 1955, she married Robert L. Miller, and they were together for 60 years before 
his passing in 2016. Over the years, she served as church secretary, financial secretary, worked 
as a Watkins distributor, sold World Book encyclopedias, worked at Pillsbury/Green Giant, 
and Rostone. She enjoyed gardening, growing amaryllis, refinishing furniture, camping, and 
decorating cakes. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, and she had a wonderful 
sense of humor.
 
Thelma is survived by her children, Jean (Malcolm) Davis, Carol (Carl) Kelley, and David (Elaine) Miller; nine 
grandchildren; and two great-granddaughters. She was preceded in death by her parents and eight siblings.
 
A memorial service was held on November 20, 2021, at Stockwell United Methodist Church in Stockwell, Indiana, 
followed by burial at Tippecanoe Memorial Gardens in West Lafayette, Indiana.
 
 

JAY MORRISON
 
The Reverend Jay Anthony Morrison, of Parrish, Florida, retired elder, passed away on 
December 14, 2021.
 
During his ministry, Jay served Indiana United Methodist churches that included Newcastle 
First, Brazil Forest Avenue/Peniel, Waveland/New Market, Indianapolis St. Luke’s, Milroy, and 
Indianapolis Speedway. He retired in 2004.
 
Jay is survived by his wife, Marilyn Morrison.
 
Information about services and final resting place was not available.
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ANN NEWTON
 
Elizabeth Ann Fields Kelly Newton, 90, of Greencastle, Indiana, surviving spouse of Rev. Dr. 
Robert D. Newton, retired elder, and mother of Rev. Beth Newton Watson, elder, passed away 
peacefully at home on January 2, 2022.
 
Ann was born on June 27, 1931, to Edgar Joseph Kelly and Leola Pilcher Kelly in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. She attended Henry W. Allen Elementary School and took herself to church, alone, 
at the age of six, by riding the trolley. In 1941, she moved to Washington, D.C., with her family 
and graduated from Woodrow Wilson Senior High School.
 
She won a scholarship to Smith College, and while there, she met Bob Newton, a Yale 
graduate attending Yale Divinity School. They were married in 1951 and moved to New York City, where she earned 
an undergraduate degree in religion from Barnard College. Later, she received a Master of Arts degree in religion 
from Union Theological Seminary.
 
In 1956, Bob was recruited to teach at DePauw University, and the family moved to Greencastle, Indiana. Ann 
taught in the Head Start program, the nursery school at Gobin Memorial United Methodist Church, and at DePauw 
University. During these years, Ann and Bob collaborated on writing curriculum for The United Methodist Church that 
was used in Sunday school classes and parent groups across the United States.
 
Ann earned a second master’s degree in personality theory and religion from Butler University and a Master of Social 
Work degree from Indiana University School of Social Work. She then worked with Methodist Hospital’s Buchanan 
Counseling Center, Cummins Mental Health Center, and Old National Trail, where she served as a social worker to 
children with special needs.
 
She became a presenter of Good Touch/Bad Touch programs and started a sex offender program for Putnam 
County. After retiring in 1998, she was appointed to the Putnam County Child Protection Team, where she served until 
her death. She served internships at Brookside Child and Family Psychiatry, Douglas House Adolescent In-Patient Unit, 
the Adult Psychiatric Centre, and taught women’s issues and working with abused children at the Evangelism Centre 
in Sydney, Australia.
 
In Greencastle, Ann served as a Sunday school teacher at Gobin Memorial UMC, held offices in the League of Women 
Voters, American Association of Marriage and Family Therapists, NAACP Greencastle, Business and Professional Women, 
A-Way Home Shelter, and Putnam County Red Cross. She served the Indiana Conference of The United Methodist 
Church on the Commission on Religion and Race, the West District Committee on Missions, the Mission Resource team, 
and the Board of Missions Global Health Team. She was a member of the Greencastle Kiwanis Club and formerly a 
member of the leadership team of Gobin Memorial UMC. She enjoyed traveling and reading.
 
Ann is survived by her daughter, Rev. Beth Newton Watson (Ross Davies); son, Christopher (Beth Ann) Newton; 
brother, Quentin T. Kelly; and extended family. She was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Robert; her 
sister, Edlea Kelly Jones; and her brother, Kerwin Kelly.
 
A memorial service was held at Gobin Memorial United Methodist Church on January 29, 2022.

HAROLD OECHSLE
 
The Reverend Harold Oechsle, 91, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, retired elder and former district 
superintendent, passed away May 9, 2020.
 
He was born March 14, 1929, in Battle Creek, Michigan, the son of Harold T. and Helen Wertz 
Oechsle. He graduated from Albion High School in 1947, from Taylor University in 1952, and 
earned a Master of Theology degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in 1958.
 
Harold served Indiana United Methodist churches in the former North Indiana Conference 
for more than 45 years, most recently as senior pastor of Good Shepherd United Methodist 
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Church in Fort Wayne. He also previously served as district superintendent and as director of professional human 
resources of the Elkhart District before retiring in 1994. He was a member of Covenant United Methodist Church in Fort 
Wayne.
 
He is survived by his children, Elaine (David) Stowell, Barbara Oechsle, Douglas Oechsle, and Janis (Kevin) Davidson; 
nine grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his loving wife of more than 60 
years, Martha L. Slagg Oechsle.
 
A private family burial was held in Greenhill Cemetery in Columbia City, Indiana. A celebration of life service was 
planned for a later date at Covenant United Methodist Church in Fort Wayne.
 

WAYNE PATTON
 
The Reverend Wayne Allen Patton, 92, of Carmel, Indiana, retired elder and father of Rev. 
Russell Patton, retired elder, passed away on July 23, 2021. The family rejoices that he is at 
the gates of heaven reunited with his loving wife, Norma, members of his family, and the 
countless souls he shepherded during his life.
 
Wayne was born on February 27, 1929, in Berea, Kentucky, to Russell R. and Luella Adeline 
Patton. He was a talented multi-sport high school athlete with a particular passion for 
basketball. He attended Kentucky Wesleyan College, earned a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Asbury College in 1951 and a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Asbury Seminary in 1955, 
attended Temple School of Theology from 1953-1954, and earned a Master of Theology 
degree from Louisville Presbyterian in 1964.
 
While as Asbury, he met Norma Jean Hicks, and their mutual love for the Lord united them. 
They were married on August 30, 1954, and theirs was a partnership and love story that inspired everyone they met 
for the next 65 years.
 
Wayne’s calls to ministry included building a church from the ground up in the Appalachian Mountains, traveling 
the country to hold revivals and tent meetings, and serving as a Methodist minister for numerous churches in the 
Kentucky and Indiana Conferences for 28 years. He also worked with the Institute for American Church Growth and 
founded Outreach Ministries Incorporated. After retirement, he served Salem United Methodist Church in Zionsville, 
Indiana.
 
Wayne is remembered as both a scholar and servant who balanced impressive theological intellect with genuine, 
childlike faith. He was a writer, and his book, “The Divine Visitor,” is now in its second printing.
 
Wayne lived the last season of his life with unyielding grace, kindness, and positivity, a magnificent example of 
faith and resilience who never stopped reaching out to others and praying for them. Family and friends will miss his 
booming laugh; traveling with him to the Holy Land, Myrtle Beach, and Brown County; his signature pecan brittle; 
and his sacrosanct telling of the Christmas story complete with Santa hat and his own improvisational details.
 
Wayne is survived by his son, Rev. Russell (Kim) Patton; daughters, Nancy (Bill) Palmer and Eva Patton; 
granddaughters, Liz (Brock) Erb, Laura (Jeffrey) Graham, and Kara (Peter) Bender; and great-granddaughter, Nora 
Lyn Bender. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Norma Jean.
 
A celebration of life service was held on August 28, 2021, at Carmel United Methodist Church in Carmel, Indiana.
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L.D. PAYTON
 
The Reverend L.D. “Pops” Payton, retired elder and father of Rev. Dennis Payton and 
grandfather of Rev. Andrew Payton and Rev. Daniel Payton, passed away at his home in 
Mooresville, Indiana, on January 20, 2022, at age 90.
 
L.D. was born on May 22, 1931, to Andy Leslie and Georgia Mae Marshall Payton in 
Crestwood, Kentucky. He married Dorothy “Dot” Shearer on February 14, 1953. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War.
 
L.D. earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Asbury College and a Master of Divinity degree 
from Asbury Theological Seminary in 1963. He served churches in Kentucky, Kansas, and 
Indiana. He retired from Ford Street United Methodist Church in Lapel, Indiana, in 1995, but he 
continued to serve churches in interim and weekend positions for several more years. In 2005, 
he and Dot settled in Mooresville to be closer to their son, Dennis.
 
A loving father, father-in-law, and grandfather, he was proud of his family of ministers that include his son and two 
grandsons. He also loved to watch basketball games and was an avid Kentucky basketball fan.
 
L.D. is survived by his son, Rev. Dennis (Tammy) Payton; his daughter, Leslee D. Payton; grandsons, Rev. Andrew D. 
(Leslie) Payton and Rev. Daniel L. (Sarah) Payton; and six great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death his wife, 
Dot; his parents; and a brother, Luther Payton.
 
A funeral service was held on January 24, 2022, at First United Methodist Church in Mooresville, followed by burial in 
Truelove Church Cemetery in Martin County, Indiana.

SAMUEL PHILLIPS
 
The Reverend Samuel Boyd Phillips, 95, of Mill Valley, California, retired elder, former district superintendent, and 
former director of Missions and Church Extension in the Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church, passed 
away on October 17, 2021.
 
Samuel served in the U.S. Army in World War II and worked in business and industry before studying for the ministry. 
He graduated from Garrett Biblical Institute, now Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, with a Master of Divinity 
degree, and he was ordained in the former North Indiana Conference in 1958.
 
He served as pastor to many Indiana United Methodist churches, including those in LaPorte, Lakeville, and 
Monticello, and as senior pastor at Methodist Temple United Methodist Church in Evansville. He also served as a 
district superintendent and director of Missions and Church Extension for the former South Indiana Conference. 
He was a board member of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, the General Board of Global Ministries, the 
Committee on the Status and Role of Women, the United Methodist Children’s Home, and DePauw University Board 
of Trustees.
 
He was among the first in The United Methodist Church in Indiana to publicly endorse and support civil rights, gay 
rights, women’s rights, and the peace movement in the 1960s and 1970s.
 
Samuel is survived by his son, Robert Phillips (Caron Stapleton); daughter, Amy Phillips (Dan Rice); and two 
granddaughters.
 
Information about services and final resting place was not available.
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BONNIE PLYBON
 
The Reverend Bonnie J. Plybon, retired elder, of Indianapolis, Indiana, passed away on May 
24, 2021.
 
Bonnie was ordained in the former South Indiana Conference in 1983, and she served Indiana 
United Methodist churches including Lawrenceburg, Bath/Springfield, Newbern, Crothersville/
Hayden, Jeffersonville Springdale, Philadelphia, Salem, and Victory Memorial in Indianapolis. 
After retiring in 2006, she continued to serve Victory Memorial until 2010.
 
She was an active member of St. Andrew United Methodist Church in Indianapolis until her 
health failed.
 
Bonnie was predeceased by her husband, Benjamin, in 2017.
 
Information about services and final resting place was not available.
 

BARBARA POMEROY
 
Barbara Sue Pomeroy, 65, of Toulon, Illinois, spouse of Rev. Leon Pomeroy, elder serving Toulon 
United Methodist Church, passed away at home on September 30, 2021.
 
Barbara was born on February 16, 1956, in Eureka, South Dakota, to Norval and Esther Bratton 
Wixom. She married Leon Pomeroy on August 27, 1977, and served alongside him in ministry. 
In 1979, she graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Christian education from the 
former Gulf Coast Bible College. Her faith and love for God were expressed in the way she 
loved and cared for the people around her, and the positive impact she made in the lives of 
those who crossed her path stands as evidence of her authentic love and genuine faith.
 
Barbara was volunteer director of the Starke County Pregnancy Resource Center in Indiana; 
volunteer director of the Peer Counseling Center in Petersburg, Indiana; and was national 
director for 10 years of the Loyal Temperance Legion (LTL) in the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. She 
homeschooled her children for 26 years and was an active member of many churches that her husband pastored, 
most recently Toulon United Methodist Church.
 
She is survived by her husband, Leon; children, Jared Pomeroy, Joshua Pomeroy, Justin (Jana) Pomeroy, Joanna 
(Renee) Pomeroy, Julia (Matthew) Neuer, and Joy Pomeroy; four grandchildren; two sisters; and one brother. She was 
preceded in death by two sisters; one brother; and her daughter-in-law, Laura Woods-Pomeroy.
 
A memorial service was held at Toulon United Methodist Church on October 12, 2021. Burial was to occur at a later 
date in Crown Hill Cemetery in Knox, Indiana.
 

DAVID POPPLEWELL
 
The Reverend David L. Popplewell, 90, of Indianapolis, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on 
November 25, 2021.
 
Beginning in 1959, David served in many Indiana United Methodist churches, including New 
Castle First, Westfield, Evansville Centenary, Indianapolis Otterbein, Indianapolis Rosedale Hills, 
Mt. Olive, and New Albany DePauw Memorial, before retiring in 1993.
 
David is survived by his loving wife of 65 years, June; children, Mark (Beth) Popplewell, Mike 
(Kitty) Popplewell, Karen (Scott) Ostrander, and Leslie (Dan) Ferguson; six grandchildren; and 
three great-grandchildren.
 
Information about services and final resting place was not available.
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LARRY RAY
 
The Reverend Larry Ray, 73, of Lagro, Indiana, retired elder and former district superintendent, 
passed away on October 1, 2021.
 
Larry was born in Greencastle, Indiana, on January 22, 1939, to Cedric and Elvina McCullough 
Ray, and he grew up on the family farm. He graduated from Cloverdale High School and 
later from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture in 1961 and a 
Master of Science degree in education in 1965. He taught vocational agriculture, biology, 
and chemistry in high schools before earning a Master of Divinity degree from United 
Theological Seminary in 1969, followed by ordination in the former North Indiana Conference 
that year.
 
He married his wife of nearly 60 years, Wilma, on December 24, 1961. Larry and Wilma served 
United Methodist Churches in Colfax, New Hope, LaFontaine, Huntington, Kendallville, Bluffton, and South Bend. 
Before retiring in 2004, Larry served as district superintendent of the Fort Wayne district for eight years. After retirement, 
he served as parish visitation pastor at North Manchester United Methodist Church from 2007-2021.
 
He supported the American Red Cross and served on the boards of several organizations, including Parkview 
Hospital, Heritage Pointe, Indiana Forestry and Woodland Owners Association, North Indiana Conference Board of 
Ministry, Habitat for Humanity Fort Wayne, and he was a member of Purdue University alumni associations, Ceres 
Fraternity, and Purdue’s Fairway Cooperative House.
 
He believed in sustainable, productive agriculture and was proud to say he was a “farmer and forestry 
conservationist.” He loved nature and was active in saving trees, camping, backpacking, and hiking. He cherished 
his time hiking annually on the Appalachian Trail with his minister buddies, brother, and friends. He cultivated a 
healthy forest at his family farm, Ray Acres. In 2014, Ray Acres received the State of Indiana Charles Deam Forest 
Stewardship Award. Larry and Wilma loved to travel throughout the USA and internationally. His favorite activity was 
spending time with Wilma and his family.
 
Larry believed in passing Christ’s love to all humankind. He provided 53 years of pastoral care to anyone who 
needed him. His personality and zest for life inspired his family to seek adventure while preserving God’s beautiful 
land.
 
He is survived by his wife, Wilma; daughters, Lynn and Nancy (George) Chung; three granddaughters, Veronica, 
Vanessa, and Valerie Chung; his brother, Rod (Linda) Ray; and extended family. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; grandparents; and a great-niece.
 
A celebration of life service was held on October 8, 2021, at First United Methodist Church in Wabash, Indiana, 
followed by burial in Falls Cemetery, also in Wabash.

JACQUIE REED
 
Jacquie Reed, 73, of Fishers, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Mike Reed, retired elder, passed away in 
Indianapolis on November 5, 2021.
 
Jacquie was born on September 16, 1948, in Auburn, New York. In 1966, she graduated from 
Brookhaven High School in Columbus, Ohio, and entered Miami University that fall. Later she 
transferred to The Ohio State University, where she graduated in 1970. She earned a master’s 
degree from Indiana University and began her career as a speech pathologist, working in 
schools, hospitals, and healthcare facilities in North Carolina and Indiana.
 
She married R. Michael Reed on August 10, 1974. After Mike’s graduation from Duke University 
Divinity School, they moved to Indiana, where Mike served United Methodist churches in New 
Castle, Mount Vernon, Indianapolis, Vincennes, and Fishers. During those years, Jacquie started and taught Sunday 
school classes, led Bible and book studies, served as a spiritual director and Stephen Minister, and participated in 
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church life in many other ways. She had a heart for people that manifested itself in numerous ways.
 
Jacquie was an artist whose works were exhibited in various places, and she was a blogger, poet, and writer who 
was published in several publications. She was a member of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Indianapolis.
 
She is survived by her husband, Mike; daughters, Sarah (Ryan) Dineen and Anna Reed (Brian Lum); grandson, Reed 
Jackson Lum; and brother, Dr. George Pantalos (Dr. Diana Pantalos).
 
Graveside services were held on Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at Highland Cemetery in Fishers, Indiana. A memorial 
service was held Saturday, June 4, 2022, at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Indianapolis.

RALPH ROACH
 
Ralph Wayne Roach, 85, of Switz City, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away at home on 
December 6, 2021.
 
Ralph was born June 8, 1936, to Leslie Mason and Bertha Holtsclaw Roach in Mineral, Indiana. 
He owned the Worthington Times and the Jasonville Leader newspapers in Greene County, 
Indiana; worked in the print shop at Crane Naval Surface Warfare Center; and was a prolific 
author. He was a United Methodist local pastor, serving Patricksburg Otterbein, Koleen, 
Mineral, Hickory/Sullivan, and Mt. Calvary United Methodist Churches before and after 
retirement until 2016.
 
In his memoir, Ralph wrote “a special note of gratitude to family and friends who provided 
inspiration and assistance for my wonderful lifetime of stories. Special thanks, first, to my Lord and Savior, who blesses 
me so richly every day.”
 
Ralph is survived by his wife of 65 years, Joetta; four daughters; nine grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; a sister, 
Thelma; brothers, Lloyd and Keith; and extended family. He was preceded in death by his son, Michael; grandson, 
Ronnie; and two nephews, Jeff and Brad.
 
A funeral service was held on December 10, 2021, at Lester Jenkins and Sons Funeral Home in Bloomfield, Indiana, 
followed by burial in Walnut Grove Cemetery, also in Bloomfield.
 

ERMA ROHRER
 
The Reverend Erma H. Harris Rohrer, 82, of Plainfield, Indiana, retired elder and spouse of Rev. 
Hugh Rohrer, passed away on January 3, 2022.
 
Erma was born on December 18, 1939, in Canton, Ohio, to Frank and Frances Crowl Harris. She 
graduated from Canton South High School in 1958 and married Hugh M. Rohrer on August 16 of 
the same year. Erma continued her education at Indiana University Purdue University Fort Wayne, 
and she then earned a Master of Divinity degree from United Theological Seminary in 1983.
 
She was one of very few United Methodist female elders during her career, serving United 
Methodist churches that included Ijamsville/Laketon, Pleasant Grove/Washington Circuit, 
Converse, Elkhart Grace, Elkhart Faith, Woodburn, Hoagland/Poe, and Hope before retiring in 2002. In retirement, she 
served Wolcott and later Judyville until 2018.
 
Erma attended Plainfield United Methodist Church. She was an avid reader and enjoyed doing puzzles, making 
jewelry, playing cards, and traveling.

She is survived by her husband of 63 years, Hugh; children, Russell (Terri) Rohrer, Sharon Rohrer (Karen Higgins), 
Michael (Laurie) Rohrer, Robert (Sheri) Rohrer; brother, Donald Harris; nine grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her parents and siblings, Daryl Harris, Robert Harris, and Muriel “Dolly” Hiner.
 A celebration of life service was held on January 15, 2022, at Plainfield United Methodist Church.
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JOYCE SCHAAR
 
Joyce Schaar, 65, spouse of Rev. Dr. Gary Schaar, elder and pastor of Old North United 
Methodist Church in Evansville, Indiana, passed away on February 12, 2022, in Evansville, less 
than a mile from the house where she grew up.
 
Joyce was born on March 22, 1956, to Charles and Carolyn Keller Woodruff. Her family were 
members of the former St. James East United Methodist Church in Evansville. She graduated 
from Central High School in 1974 and was already working in a law office when she graduated.
 
Joyce was the wife of Gary Schaar, who also grew up at St. James East. It is only natural that 
they were married there on June 16, 1978. Gary and Joyce quickly moved to Indianapolis so 
that Joyce could begin a new position at a law firm. She worked as a legal assistant for over 
44 years by finding a position with an attorney wherever she lived. Her last law office was in 
downtown Louisville, and while there, she became a certified legal assistant in Kentucky.
 
After Gary graduated from seminary, they began full-time ministry together in Mt. Vernon, Indiana. And like so many 
other clergy families, they lived in multiple locations, including Cloverdale, Paoli, Evansville, Bloomington, Columbus, 
and Sellersburg. Joyce was active in United Methodist Women at every church to which Gary was appointed. She was 
active in the band boosters at Evansville Central High School and Bloomington North High School, and she was an avid 
fan of Indiana University basketball. She enjoyed singing in choirs, playing handbells, doing photography, quilting, and 
other crafty pursuits.
 
Joyce is survived by her husband of 43 years, Gary; daughters, Christen (James) Stanley and Jenni Schaar; 
grandchildren, Felix Stanley and Maxwell Stanley; and brothers, Alan (Anne) Woodruff and Bruce (Lesa) Woodruff. She 
was preceded in death by her parents.
 
A celebration of life service was held on February 18, 2022, at Old North United Methodist Church in Evansville, followed 
by entombment in Sunset Memorial Park, also in Evansville.

Memories and details for this memorial shared by Rev. Dr. Gary Schaar, Joyce’s husband, are gratefully acknowledged.
 

DIANA SHOCK
 
Diana L. Edwards Shock, 74, of Carmel, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Dennis Shock, retired elder, 
passed away on February 10, 2022.
 
Diana was born on December 2, 1947, in Greenfield, Indiana, to Robert and Wilma Paxton 
Edwards. She married Dennis Shock on August 24, 1968. She worked at Hancock Regional 
Hospital and other hospitals in Indiana as a registered nurse.
 
Diana was a recipient of one of the earliest liver transplants at the Mayo Clinic in 1988. She 
enjoyed traveling, researching genealogy, watching sports, and taking part in family events. 
She was a member of Epworth United Methodist Church.
 
Diana is survived by her husband, Dennis; children, Daniel (Audra) Shock, Deanna Hunt, and 
David (Liz) Shock; eight grandchildren; siblings, Gary (Patty) Edwards, Bertie (Paul) Lappe, and Rick (Susan) Edwards; 
and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents.
 
A funeral service was held on February 14, 2022, at Epworth United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
she was laid to rest at Gravel Lawn Cemetery in Fortville, Indiana.
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JOHN SHORTLE
 
The Reverend John Shortle, 75, of Groton, New York, retired elder, passed away at Groton 
Community Health Center on November 15, 2021.
 
John was born on August 17, 1946, in Greencastle, Indiana, to the late Marguerite and John 
S. Shortle, Sr. He received a Master of Divinity degree from Colgate Rochester Divinity School 
in 1973.
 
After graduation, John pastored United Methodist churches in the Upper New York and 
Indiana Conferences. He served as a chaplain at Westville Correctional Facility, Indiana 
State Prison, and Southport Correctional Facility. After retirement in 2007, he continued 
part-time service to churches in the Finger Lakes, New York, area. He is remembered as a 
dedicated pastor who guided his parishioners with wisdom, love, and compassion.
 
After retirement, John was an active member of the Ithaca, New York, community. He volunteered with the Tompkins 
County Democratic Committee, participated in continuing education classes at the Lifelong Community Center, 
and helped in other areas of need. He was passionate about films and literature, and he deeply loved his family. He 
will be greatly missed by all.
 
John is survived by his wife of 49 years, Susan; daughters, Cassandra (Robert Gaylor), Allegra (Jesse Lloyd), and 
Johannah (Mark Alo); three grandchildren; and siblings, Sylvia Bergen, David (Carole) Shortle, and Margie (John) 
Shortle.
 
Funeral services were private.

LLOYD SWANGO
 
Lloyd Swango, 89, of Bloomington, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away at home on 
November 8, 2021.
 
Lloyd was called to ministry in his early twenties and served as pastor to many United 
Methodist congregations. His sweet, loving spirit reflected his love of the Lord, and for 
over 60 years, he served Indiana churches, including Mineral/Koleen, Walker’s Chapel, 
Greene County Chapel/Solsberry, and Hobbieville. He also participated for many years in 
Kairos Prison Ministry, Hoosier Hills Emmaus Community, and Shalom Community Center in 
Bloomington.
 
In 1977, he joined with friends in founding the Indian Creek Lions Club, where he also served 
as district governor from 1988-1989. He received the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award from 
Lions Club International in recognition of his service.
 
Lloyd retired from Indiana University in the early 1990s after working for more than 40 years for the Indiana Daily 
Student. In the 1960s, he worked at Ellettsville Courier Journal as a typesetter, and before that, he worked at Victor-
Oolitic Stone Company mill as a sawyer.
 
He is survived by his wife of 70 years, Joyce; and four of his five children, Sara Swango, Beth Swango, Linnie (Luke) 
Howard, and Brent Swango. He is also survived by six of his eight grandchildren; and 10 adored great-grandchildren, 
in whom he took great joy.
 
Lloyd was preceded in death by his son, Harold Swango; two grandsons; his parents, Richard “Dickie” and Lillian 
Jones Swango; and five siblings.
 
Funeral services were held on November 13, 2021, at Allen Funeral Home in Bloomington.
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JACK THOMAS
 
The Reverend Jack K. Thomas, 92, of Goshen, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on August 
21, 2021.
 
Jack was born in Marion, Indiana, on May 14, 1929, to J. Ward and Leona Davidson Thomas. 
In 1954, he married his love, Delores A. Handley, a registered nurse. Following graduation from 
Evangelical Theological Seminary, now Garrett-Theological Evangelical Seminary, he and 
Delores were appointed as missionaries to Sierra Leone, Africa, where they ministered from 
1955-1967.
 
When health reasons forced them to give up mission service, Jack pastored Indiana churches 
in Muncie, New Haven, Fort Wayne, Huntington, Goshen, and Wolcottville. He served on the 
bishop’s cabinet in the former North Indiana Conference and upon retirement, became 
the first director of development of Bashor Children’s Home, serving in that position for 
seven years. Later, he held what he called “a really fun job in retirement,” delivering new ambulances for a local 
manufacturer. “It didn’t pay a lot, but since I love to drive, we saw a lot of the USA and met wonderful first responders 
all over the country.” He was a member of the Rotary Club of Goshen and was named a Paul Harris Fellow.
 
From his youth onward, two of Jack’s favorite activities were athletics and singing. He was a member of traveling 
choirs in college and sang first tenor in Taylor University’s T-Club Quartet. He enjoyed playing racquetball with a group 
of retired friends, playing his last game just days before his 89th birthday. He loved to read and study and became a 
committed creationist, always eager to discuss subjects with anyone.
 
He prayed daily for his children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and foster great-grandchildren. His family loved 
him deeply and will miss his interest in their lives, his attention to detail, his abundant stories, and his desire to make 
sure things were “just right.” They know that he is overjoyed to be reunited with Delores and is basking in the light of 
Jesus.
 
Jack is survived by his children, Stan (Judy Bechtal) Thomas and Tonda (Howard) Langdon; five grandchildren; and 
12 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife, Delores, and two brothers.
 
A private family celebration of life was to occur at his daughter’s home at a later date.
 

SYLVIA WALTZ
 
Sylvia Elizabeth Waltz, 87, spouse of Rev. Robert Dale Waltz, retired elder, passed away on May 31, 2021, in Franklin, 
Indiana.
 
Sylvia was the daughter of Nora Meyer and James Foster. She is survived by her husband, Dale; children, Roger 
(Patty) Waltz, Cheryl (Bob) Murphy, Lori Blanco, and Lisa (John) Stewart; eight grandchildren; one great-grandchild; 
and brothers, Dr. Lowell Foster and Leroy (Becky) Foster. She was predeceased by her granddaughter, Dolores Waltz, 
and her parents.
 
A funeral service was held on June 4, 2021, at Tanner Valley United Methodist Church in Lawrenceburg, Indiana. 
Sylvia’s final resting place is in Glen Haven Cemetery in Harrison, Ohio.
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DAVID WARREN
 
Pastor Bart David Warren, 46, local pastor at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Poseyville, 
Indiana, passed away on June 21, 2021, in Nashville, Tennessee.
 
David was born to Bart and Sharla Sullivan Warren on April 2, 1975, in Tacoma, Washington. He 
graduated from Elgin High School and Bethany College of Missions. David pastored for over 
21 years, most recently serving St. Paul’s in Poseyville.
 
He loved gardening, hiking, solo camping, and telling others about the love of Jesus. He was 
a published author and talented singer/songwriter, sharing his music through his American folk 
band, Redwood Preservation Society. He loved people well.
 
David is survived by his beloved wife of 24 years, Rachel; four children, Maria, Isaac, Ever, and 
Levi; his mother, Sharl; siblings, Bryan D. Warren and Karyn Faith Inman; nieces and nephews; 
and best friend, Jimmy Glover.
 
He was preceded in death by his father, Bart Dwain Warren; sister, Molly Catherine Palmer; and his grandparents.
 
A celebration of life service was held at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Poseyville on June 28, 2021, followed by 
burial in Poseyville Cemetery.

HOLLY WHITE
 
Pastor Holly Langhorn White, 69, local pastor, of Pierceton, Indiana, passed away at home on May 19, 2021.
 
Holly married Raymond Lee White on December 28, 1972. She pastored Indiana United Methodist churches including 
Pierceton, Pierceton Morris Chapel, West Point Trinity, and Etna.
 
She was survived by her husband, Raymond, who passed away on May 28, 2021; stepson, Ricky White; 
stepdaughters, Constance Reick, Leslie McCabe, and Shannon White; and many grandchildren.
 
A memorial service was held on September 25, 2021, at Waterbury Funeral Home in Sioux City, Iowa.
 

 RAYMOND WHITE
 
Raymond L. White, 77, of Pierceton, Indiana, surviving spouse of the late Holly White, local 
pastor, passed away on May 28, 2021, at Goshen Hospital.
 
Raymond was born on September 25, 1943, to Ralph and Gladys Witlock White in Sioux City, 
Iowa. On December 28, 1973, he married Holly Langhorn, who passed away on May 19, 2021. 
He was a U.S. Navy veteran and an over-the-road truck driver.
 
Raymond is survived by his son, Ricky White; daughters, Constance Reick, Leslie McCabe, and 
Shannon White; many grandchildren; sister, Ruth Benson; and brother, LeRoy (Sharon) White. 
He was preceded in death by his wife; sister, Lois Sanders; and a brother and sister-in-law, Sam 
and Jeannie White.
 
No services were planned. Burial was to occur at a later date in Sioux City, Iowa.

FRANCES WILLERT
 
Frances Delores Johnson Willert, 96, of Jensen Beach, Florida, surviving spouse of the late Rev. Lloyd Willert, passed 
away on February 2, 2022.

Frances was born to Swedish immigrants Edward and Johanna Johnson on October 19, 1929, in Andersonville in 
Chicago, Illinois. After graduating from high school, she worked for the telephone company and Tinker Toys, earning 
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money needed to attend Taylor University, where she earned a degree in speech and drama and was the first in her 
family to graduate from college.
 
At Taylor, she met senior class president and love of her life, Iowan Lloyd Willert. They were married in 1948, and while 
Lloyd attended Asbury Theological Seminary, Frances supported the family by grinding steel, then making puppets 
and traveling to schools in rural Kentucky to perform Tom Sawyer for schoolchildren.
 
They began a life of pastoral service for The United Methodist Church, first in New York and then in Indiana, serving 
churches in Middlebury, Leo, Yorktown, Muncie, and Wabash. Fran was active leading youth ministry and playing 
piano and singing when needed.
 
She earned a master’s degree in elementary education at St. Francis College, now University of St. Francis, and 
taught in elementary school in Yorktown, Indiana, for many years. After moving to Wabash, Indiana, she helped 
adults pass their GED tests. She continued that work after moving to Kokomo, where Lloyd passed away at age 53. 
She later trained with Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church, taught English in South Korea for three years, 
and then taught high school in Prague, Czech Republic.
 
In retirement, she continued to travel internationally and participated in church activities that included serving as a 
Stephen Minister, knitting, reading, and playing games. She forged special relationships with her four grandchildren, 
in part by taking Elderhostel trips with each one. She was known for her animated delivery of long, witty poems at 
family parties. After fracturing her hip, she moved to Grand Oaks Assisted Living in Jensen Beach, Florida.

Frances is survived by her sons, Craig Willert (Cynthia Gustafson) and Daniel Willert (Bette Roth); grandchildren, 
Andrew Willert, Grace Willert Faulkner, Madison Willert, and Zachary Willert; and great-grandson, Braxton Willert. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, Lloyd; her parents; and three siblings.
 
A celebration of life service was to occur at a later date.

EVA WILLIAMS
 
Eva L. Williams, 94, spouse of Rev. Bob Williams, retired elder, passed away on May 21, 2021, at 
her home in Evansville, Indiana.
 
Eva was born on July 31, 1926, to Alfred D. and Gladys Hurst Thompson in Winslow, Indiana. 
She graduated from Winslow High School in 1944 and from Indiana University in 1966 and 1973 
with honors. After earning a master’s degree, she taught in elementary schools in Sellersburg, 
Greensburg, and Noblesville, Indiana, for 15 years.
 
She faithfully attended Christian Fellowship Church for over 17 years and was an active 
member of the Upper Room class. She enjoyed playing the organ and piano for her church. 
Eva especially loved her family.
 
Eva is survived by her loving husband of 73 years, Robert; children, Robert E. Williams, Janice 
Marie (Gilles) Karsenty, and Robert Mark Williams; four grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; brother, Alfred (Vera) 
Thompson; and extended family.
 
She was preceded in death by her parents; infant twin sisters; infant brother; sister, Beverly Ellerbruck; and brothers, 
Robert, Ed, Maurice, and Gary Thompson.
 
A funeral service was held on May 27, 2021, at Boone Funeral Home East Chapel in Evansville, followed by burial in 
Sunset Cemetery in Winslow, Indiana.
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BARBARA WILSON
 
Barbara Jean Wilson, 84, of Columbus, Indiana, spouse of Rev. Allan K. Wilson, retired elder, 
passed away on June 11, 2021, at her home.
 
Barbara was born in Elizabethtown, Indiana, on March 22, 1937, to William Harold and Freeda 
G. Wilber Adams. She married Allan K. Wilson on June 7, 1958.
 
She was a 1955 graduate of Columbus High School and a 1956 graduate of Approved Beauty 
School. She was a hair stylist for 57 years in Kentucky and Indiana, retiring from the Cameo 
Room in Columbus in 2015.
 
Barbara was a member of First United Methodist Church in Columbus and a former member 
of the Red Hat Society. She was an exemplary pastor’s spouse, singing solos and in church choirs, teaching Sunday 
school, cleaning and cooking at church suppers, and all the while, keeping her husband, children, and a few 
parishioners in line. She did it all with a smile and a little humor. She enjoyed crafts, making just about anything.
 
Barbara is survived by her husband, Allan; children, Becky Perry (Dave Whittington), Jennifer A. Nichols (Reggie 
Booker), Robert A. (Leslie) Wilson, and Timothy Wilson; 15 grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and her sister, 
Joyce D. Adams. She was preceded in death by her parents; three grandchildren; brother, Robert H. Adams; and six 
nieces and nephews.
 
A funeral service was held at First United Methodist Church in Columbus on June 17, 2021, followed by burial in 
Garland Brook Cemetery, also in Columbus.

PATRICIA WILSON
 
Patricia A. Wilson, 73, of Washington, Indiana, spouse of Joseph Wilson, retired local pastor, 
passed away on September 22, 2021.
 
Patricia was born on August 14, 1948, in Petersburg, Indiana, to Royal Stanton and Thelma 
Huffman Melvin. She married Joseph Wilson on May 4, 1991.
 
A homemaker and devoted wife, mother, and grandmother, she loved cooking and tending 
to her flowers. She loved her faithful canine companion, Jagger.
 
Patricia is survived by her husband, Joe; children, Josh Wilson, Caleb Wilson, Elizabeth 
(Jonathan) Walsh, Brian Cowan, and David Lee Cowan; 10 grandchildren; and four siblings. 
She was preceded in death by her parents and one brother.
 
A funeral service was held on October 2, 2021, at Ed L. Lee Mortuary, North Chapel in Washington, Indiana, followed 
in interment in Bethel Cemetery, also in Washington.

ROSE WOODKE
 
The Reverend Rose M. Woodke, 83, of Plymouth, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on May 
11, 2021.
 
After raising three sons, Rose was ordained in the former North Indiana Conference in 1987, 
and she served Indiana United Methodist churches that included LaCrosse, Hamilton Grove, 
Tyner, Brook, and Grovertown/Hamlet. In retirement, she worked at the U.S. Post Office in 
Grovertown, making many lasting friendships there.
 
Rose was a member of First United Methodist Church in Plymouth and the Hamlet Lions Club. 
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She was the first woman chaplain for the Indiana State Police. As a chaplain, she blessed many with her counseling 
and was deeply respected by her peers.
 
In her spare time, Rose loved to journal sermons, work word search puzzles, and read voraciously. She also loved 
classical music along with some bluegrass now and then. She was a volunteer for WVPE telethons in Elkhart, Indiana, 
and she supported many charitable organizations.
 
She is survived by her son, Bret (Dianne) Woodke; brothers, Mike (Joyce) Malast, John (Bonnie) Malast; and many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. She was preceded in death by her husband, Phillip, and two sons, Bryon and Bart.
 
A memorial service was held at Tyner United Methodist Church in Tyner, Indiana, on June 19, 2021.
 

KENNETH WOOLSEY
 
Kenneth Orlo Woolsey, Jr., 75, of Lanesville, Indiana, retired local pastor, passed away on January 5, 2022.
 
He served as pastor of several Indiana United Methodist churches that included Mt. Carmel, Hardinsburg, 
Fredericksburg, Canton, West Point, Plattsburg, and Highland.
 
Kenneth is survived by his wife, Jane; sons, Dirk Woolsey and Ken Woolsey; and his daughter, Jenny Smith.
 

J. WILBUR YATES
 
The Reverend J. Wilbur Yates, 89, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, retired elder and former district 
superintendent, passed away at Heritage Pointe in Fort Wayne on May 20, 2021.
 
Wilbur was born to Walter B. and Lizzie M. Reinle Yates in Bardstown, Kentucky. He married 
Virginia Lee Wakefield on September 7, 1953.
 
He was a graduate of Asbury University and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and 
he was ordained an elder in 1958. He served United Methodist churches that included 
New Columbus, Mt. Zion, Shiloh, Winchester, and New Castle in Kentucky and Fort Wayne 
Waynedale, LaGrange First, and Auburn in Indiana. He served as district superintendent of the 
Huntington District in the former North Indiana Conference before retirement in 1994.
 
Wilbur served on many boards and agencies, including more than 15 years on the board of trustees of the United 
Methodist Memorial Home and a member and board chair of the Bashor Home for Children. For 22 years after 
retirement, he directed the Indiana Course Study School at the University of Indianapolis for lay pastors of small 
membership United Methodist churches.
 
He worked extensively with people with developmental disabilities and served as president of The Arc of Indiana 
and a board member of the national association. He was a member of the Auburn Classic Noon Lions Club and 
an active member of Auburn First United Methodist Church, often teaching Sunday school and participating in the 
church’s ministry.
 
Wilbur is survived by his daughter, Kimberlee (Jason) Powell; daughter-in-law, Dawn Yates; 10 grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren; and his sister, Helen F. Lewis. He was preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Virginia; three sons, Ray 
Yates and infants Mark W. Yates and David J. Yates; and two brothers, W. Paul Yates and J.B. Yates.
 
A memorial service was held on May 28, 2021, at Auburn First United Methodist Church in Auburn, Indiana, followed 
by burial in Woodlawn Cemetery, also in Auburn.
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DENNIS C. ADAMS
 
I came to pastoral ministry late in life, starting seminary at Garrett-Evangelical 
at 50. It was a challenging, exciting time filled with new ideas and 
perspectives and what would become lifelong friends. It was also a time of 
transition and discovery for both my wife Barbara and me. “After all,” she 
says, “I married a computer programmer, not a pastor.”
 
My first student appointment was to a farm village church in Illinois. This loving 
congregation understood the training and formation of new pastors as a 
key part of their mission. There, I performed my first baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals, and learned about the wonders and challenges of rural life.
 
I was commissioned after seminary graduation, and Barbara and I came home to Indiana to 
serve a two-point charge in Posey County. Less than six months into the appointment—just 
before Christmas—our 27-year-old son died of cancer. Both congregations surrounded us with 
love and compassion.
 
After ordination, I was appointed to a community-centered church in Evansville, where we spent 
nine years, developing real and important relationships both inside and outside the church.
 
Next, we came to French Lick to serve a four-church cooperative parish in Orange County. There, 
we found a different kind of rural town community, heavily influenced by the French Lick Resort 
and its associated tourist economy.
 
Along the way, I have led a major church building project, developed a coffee shop ministry, 
helped merge two churches, and guided the sale of a 100-year-old church building. I have 
chaired the District Committee on Ministry, served on the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry and the District Ops Team, and was elected an alternate clergy delegate to the 2020 
Jurisdictional Conference. I have mentored aspiring pastors through candidacy and been 
privileged to work with gifted associate pastors.
 
What I cherish most as I retire from parish ministry is the people God sent me to serve. I have 
walked beside them through births, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, divorces, sicknesses, and 
deaths. I have prayed with them in their homes, in hospital rooms, in jails and prisons, in parking 
lots, and in churches. I have heard their stories of brokenness and despair and assured them of 
God’s unfathomable, no-matter-what love. We have celebrated together, dreamed together, 
hoped together, and grieved together. They remain always in my heart.

RETIREE STORIES
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RANDY ANDERSON
 
Randy received his first appointment in 1985 and has been serving 
continuously since. He has served congregations in the Evansville District, 
Indianapolis East District, Vincennes District, and the Southwest District.
 
Randy is a graduate of the University of Evansville and Christian Theological 
Seminary. He is an elder and has been serving on the INUMC Conference staff 
for the past 12 years as an associate district superintendent and as a member 
of the Church Development Team.
 
Randy is married to the love of his life, Julie. They have four adult sons and two absolutely 
perfect grandchildren.
 
Randy will continue to serve part-time in his role on the Church Development team and plans to 
travel, fish, and spoil his grandchildren.

CHARLIE BLACK 
 
Where do I start talking about Pastor Charlie Black? Our congregation 
knew this day would come, but it still makes us sad to see him leave us.  
  
I think it was five years ago when we were blessed to get him as our 
minister. He graciously came out of retirement when asked by our 
conference superintendent because we were getting desperate to 
have a minister. (We went several months without one.) 
  
The first time I met Pastor Charlie was at the hospital. My husband was a patient, and he stopped 
by, introduced himself, and sat and visited with us for a while. I knew right away that he was a 
great fit for our church. Here he was, hired as a part-time minister, and he was making visits to the 
hospital! All these years later, he still does this or calls on people in need at their homes or at least 
checks on parishioners by phone. Everyone knows he loves us and cares about each of us.  
  
I have enjoyed his “preaching” every week because his sermons are always “Bible based.” 
Whatever the subject is, he will give us a history of it from the Bible. Not only are his sermons 
inspiring, but they are educational as well.  
  
Pastor Charlie is always willing to help wherever he’s needed, whether it’s helping with suppers, 
attending meetings, or helping with Children’s Moments if no one else is available. He is so 
loved and appreciated by all of us, and the wonderful thing is, he loves us too! He has had 
some health issues through the years due to his age, and I know this upsets him because it slows 
him down. He’s such a hard worker. This is probably the reason for his retiring. We are part of a 
two-point charge with Greens Fork UMC, so not only does he care for us, but he does the same 
for Greens Fork. 
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When we have prayer time during our church service, we share joys and concerns. Pastor Charlie 
is always so good to include all concerns and joys into his prayer. He also always includes our 
president, country, servicemen, police and firemen, first responders and recently, the citizens of 
Ukraine. He urges us to pray for and think of others in our daily prayers.  
  
I hope I’ve been able to convey all the good that’s in Pastor Charlie and how missed he will be. 
We consider him a treasure and consider him a gift from God.  
  
Thank you, 
Sandy Morrison | Chairman, Economy UMC Pastor Parish Relations Committee 

NANCY S. BLEVINS
 
The year after I was born, history was made. Women were finally allowed 
to be officially ordained as full elder in the Methodist Church. Nearly 40 
years later, history would be made again as I became the first woman 
appointed to serve as clergy at Noblesville First. As a new millennium 
dawned, I began serving as senior pastor at Broad Ripple, which during my 
appointment, celebrated 150 years of history. That was the second of six 
appointments, five in Indiana and one in North Carolina, where I would be 
the first woman clergy to hold a pastoral position. The other two roles that I 
did not hold, spouse and parent, seemed at times a bit more difficult for the 
congregations to adapt into their way of life, and in one case, it affected 
the pay scale. Even so, for the most part, I felt essentially accepted and 
honored to minister within those congregations. 
 
In early 2008, after a complex two years of ministry at Grace UMC, I was finalizing ministerial goals 
for the coming year. A rare cancer upended those plans and instead, I became immensely 
aware of the magnitude and depth of care members of a congregation can unfold. Many gave 
their time and transported me for a couple of hours to daily treatments that summer, among 
many other labors.
 
After conquering cancer, August 1, 2009, I was appointed to Kokomo Main Street. That began 
five years of direct community outreach and ministry in a manner of which I had never been 
involved. Though it was quite difficult at times, hands-on with folks from addiction, prison, and 
street life venues exposed “churchy” prejudices and hopefully not only shaped me but also the 
congregation. Major after-effects from the cancer treatment arose in 2014 and have since kept 
me sidelined.
 
This August 1, 27 years after I walked in the door, history is about to be made again as a woman 
is finally, for the first time ever, appointed to serve as senior pastor of Noblesville First UMC. Even 
more outstanding, she is a woman of color.   
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KEN BOYD 
 
My formal ministry in The United Methodist Church began while I was serving 
at Asbury Theological Seminary, first as a diaconal minister and then as a 
deacon. I was blessed during my 30 years of service there by spiritual growth 
and many relationships/friendships.  
 
After returning to Indiana, I began serving at Taylor University, where I came 
to realize how much I enjoyed working with young adults as well as working 
in another vibrant Christian community. I never realized it at the time, but as 
I look back on my work with young adults, I see that it has been a privilege 
being able to see their gifts and helping to equip them for the call God has 
placed upon their lives.  
 
It has been satisfying to work with our online Indiana Conference License to Preach 
School, which has been running since 2012 and has completed 18 classes.  
 
Perhaps the most rewarding part of my ministry has been serving at Sonrise United Methodist 
Church in Fort Wayne. At Sonrise, I have had the privilege to continue working with young adults, 
but also missions and guest services. It is great to finally be able to work with all the areas that I 
am passionate about.  
 
It seems that God has saved the best for last. I thank God for the opportunities that I have had 
for ministry. 

BRENDA BURNWORTH
 
Answering the call later in life than many has been the most rewarding and 
exciting part of my life. Serving in ordained ministry has been rewarding 
and fruitful. Retirement does not close that chapter. It just opens a new 
door. 

LOIS CANNON
 
“I could sense her [Lois’s] strong conviction to the presence of the Holy Spirit 
right away. Her prayers came from her heart. You could feel her compassion, 
sincerity, and devotion as she spoke to our Lord Jesus. Pastor Lois changed my 
life with her faith-based influence and the spiritual encouragement she gave 
me. I am a better Christian and church member by her being in my life.”
                                                     --Ed Beckner, Parishioner at Huntington Trinity
 
In my heart and spirit, God had me at the first known answered prayer. I was 
amazed that the God who created and oversaw the created world would be 
mindful of me. With this newly-discovered awareness I began a life of personal 
transformation and spiritual growth.
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Regarding my call to ministry, I strongly resisted for a season because I had not learned to 
trust and depend upon the Lord to provide in all circumstances. In other words, I was trusting 
in my abilities and wisdom or lack thereof. I still had much to learn about total surrender and 
dependence upon the Lord and find that I am still learning.
 
What I have gleaned throughout the years is that God will make a way when there seems to 
be no way. Resting in the Lord means trusting, waiting, and preparing for what is to come, yet 
living in the moments of today with joy, gladness, and expectation. I am thankful that early in 
my faith development, I comprehended the necessity to receive and extend forgiveness and 
unconditional love. These intentional acts are essential to who we are as children of God.  
 
A favorite part of ministry was personal prayer and worship that took place in the sanctuary of the 
churches I served. It also gave me great delight to observe people growing in their faith and with 
acts of service. I marvel and am awestruck at the work and movement of God in our midst. God 
is awesome! I am richly blessed to have served the Lord in parish ministry. In faith, I look forward to 
what is yet to come.
 
Lois Cannon served at Dunkirk Mt. Tabor & Bethel, Columbia City West Point Trinity & Etna, Fort 
Wayne Nine Mile, Lincolnville, and Huntington Trinity UMC.
 

TONI CARMER
 
I began my ministry as a registered nurse, where I worked primarily as a 
psychiatric nurse. God called me into parish ministry after about 15 years in my 
first ministry, and though it sounds funny, the transition felt smooth and natural.  
 
I served Mount Ayr as a student pastor and they loved me and my family and 
were encouraging and supportive, even as my knees shook for my “firsts” 
of preaching, funerals, and holidays. Valparaiso First strengthened my love 
for missions, Elkhart Trinity taught me about teamwork and partnership, and 
Leo taught me humility. Warsaw First taught connections, and Plymouth First 
offered opportunities to mentor, coach, and learn new things I never thought I would need or 
even want to learn, like how to serve God’s people and hang onto grace and hope and joy 
even when your sanctuary building is unstable and uninhabitable, when your insurance company 
is unresponsive, and a pandemic requires new paths of ministry for which you have neither the 
resources or skills.
  
On the days when ministry was heavy, I learned that visitation would lighten the weight. I loved 
preaching and storytelling, and I am thankful for those who helped me to be better at those. 
I’m a visual person and love the beauty offered in color and light and shadow and communion 
tables and chancels laden with symbols and offerings of our faith. I love the sounds of both 
contemporary and traditional music, and I enjoyed introducing unfamiliar words and melodies 
that complemented and expressed God’s Word, even as my beloved congregants longed for 
the familiar.  

There is so much about ministry I treasure.  
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I have been so blessed. I am thankful for so many good people along the way who taught 
me, encouraged me, loved me, and loved my family. I’m even thankful for the stinkers who 
sometimes made life tough in their belief that a pastor’s work is limited to Sunday mornings or 
whatever that person’s particular agenda might be, that the Gospels and ministry of Christ are 
dangerous politics, and that working at home during the pandemic meant the pastor was home 
watching TV and eating bonbons.  

Through it all, God has been good. The Christ who called me continues to offer gifts and 
opportunities to serve and give. I enter this new chapter singing praises to the One who continues 
to work a new thing in me, in us, and through us.

CHRIS DANIELSON
 
In January 1989, I met Carolyn, an elementary school teacher who would 
become my wife, at a First Wayne Street UMC Super Bowl Party. I was a clown 
on a kids’ TV show in Fort Wayne at the time. One year later, she said yes to 
marrying me. Obviously, neither of us knew we would end up in UMC ministry 
for the next 30+ years. 
 
Without Carolyn’s patience, flexibility, and love plus the graces of the Holy 
Spirit, I would never have had a fighting chance in ministry. Any echoes of 
Christ’s goodness, wisdom, or compassion shared in my four appointments 
showed up from being so well loved by Jesus and Carolyn first.
 
The closest I came to meeting Jesus in the flesh in ministry occurred in my first appointment at 
Epworth UMC (Fort Wayne). Steven Carroll, a 10-year-old young man, was born with cerebral 
palsy that froze his fragile limbs, made him dependent on the care of others, and limited his 
speech to an array of non-verbal moans, laughs, and sighs. He looked as helpless as anyone I 
had ever met. And yet, Christ’s boundless love poured out of him to friend and stranger alike. 
Steven’s embodied love inspires me to this day to choose love.
 
As a newcomer to the UMC from the Presbyterian Church tradition, I remember my first response 
upon hearing about the appointment system from District Superintendent Willis Gearhart: “You’ve 
got to be kidding!” However, in time I received it as an unruly but sublime gift, an invitation to the 
spiritual discipline to love the people before me with God’s help and trust God’s mysterious ways.
 
I met so many saints along the way from Muncie High Street to LaGrange First to West Lafayette 
St. Andrew. The faith, dedication, and acts of compassion of staff, clergy, and lay folks soared 
in majestic and unsung ways, too many to name. I met Jesus in the palpable joy of mission folks 
from Red Bird to Christ House (Washington, D.C.) to Tabernaculo Agua Viva (Mangua, Nicaragua) 
to the District Methodist churches of Hakha (Myanmar). Champions of social justice who bore the 
Spirit’s courage and hope in such perilous times continue to invite me to a greater daily bravery. 
You all are still my Christian educators, and your influence continues to shape me.
 
I retire with gratitude for the trust the UMC invested in me. May God forgive and heal any hurt I 
caused. May God’s Spirit hovering over the face of the UMC continue to speak new life!
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MARK EASTWAY
 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 
heavens.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
 
And, oh, how that time has flown by. I took the slow track regarding my 
education, earning a Master of Christian Education and Divinity while serving 
congregations full-time and attending part-time. During those years and 
beyond, I pastored five churches: Plymouth Trinity as a youth pastor, Hebron, 
Syracuse St. Andrew’s, Albion Asbury, and North Manchester as a senior 
minister. Sadly, every appointment I started out with great ambitions and bold 
dreams, but never realized them to the extent I had hoped.
 
During those years, my wife, Shelly, and I also raised a family: Tyler, Ethan, and Hannah. Our 
children have been a source of joy and sometimes grief and disappointment, but mostly joy. We 
have the great fortune of all our children living within one half-hour, and so now we’re enjoying 
our grandchildren: Jayden, Harper, and Fender.
 
Admittedly, some churches were a better fit than others. The appointment system is not a perfect 
process, but we made the best of our circumstances. And during that time, we made many 
good friends and had many great experiences. I also found myself growing in maturity, more 
able to deal with occasional conflicts that inevitably come your way.
 
The circumstances of my “retirement” were quite unusual. I have been serving as the director of 
the Rock Solid Teen Center in North Manchester, Indiana. However, the reality was that although 
considered an extension ministry, it had not yet become a paid position. By applying for early 
retirement, I could access some of my pension funds and remove the stress of daily finances.
 
So for me, retirement means pursuing two ministries that I believe can make a significant positive 
impact on the local church and God’s kingdom: Rock Solid Teen Center (RSTC, www.rocksolid.
us) and Chokmah Institute (CI, www.higheredu.us). RSTC is both a local ministry and consulting 
service serving churches and communities that are interested in starting a small to mid-size 
Christian youth center. CI is focused on starting private Christian schools in local churches, using 
FaithPrep curriculum (www.faithprep.com). In a day and age when most young people are 
not attending church or even hearing the Gospel, my dream is to use these ministries as tools to 
evangelize and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I would more 
than welcome any inquiries.

GARY EBERHART
 
After a series of interviews and tests 30 years ago, a career counselor 
concluded that I should consider leaving the business world for the ministry 
since it appeared to be the most ideal and fitting path for me to follow. With 
two children ready for college, there was no time or funds for me to take this 
leap.
 
However, God is persistent, and I continued to hear the call and eventually 
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answered it. I have never looked back nor ever doubted the choice. God has been with me 
every day of my life, and I now feel closer to Him than ever before. His call and the acceptance 
of me as a pastor in The United Methodist Church have been such blessings.
 
I believe that my congregations have taught me more about faith and the power of prayer than 
I may have imparted to them. They inspired me more than I could have ever imagined. For me, I 
learned that true believers travel down the same path with Jesus.   
 
My hope is that I have been a good shepherd to the congregations I have had the privilege to 
serve at Boxley, Tipton Kemp, and Taylorsville. I want to thank God and everyone that helped me 
along my journey. 

PAT ENGEL
 
I just needed a short-term, part-time gig to help pay for seminary, so I took a 
Christian Ed position at Epworth UMC in Indianapolis. A couple of years later, 
with seminary work complete and tuition bills paid, instead of “moving on,” I 
requested to be brought on full-time as the Adult Ministries director. By then, it 
was obvious that this congregation was the one with whom my husband and I 
wanted to raise our family AND that God had called me not only to diaconal 
(servant) ministry, but to Epworth in particular.  
 
That was 35 years ago. And throughout those years, I’ve been blessed to 
facilitate countless classes, lead numerous retreats, hold the hands of many 
beloved saints who were awaiting their final breath, witness births and baptisms, weddings, and 
confirmations, work alongside young and old on mission trips, join others in wrestling with the hard 
questions, and hear many sacred stories. I have heard the Creator in the wondrous questions of 
small children and seen the face of God in the wrinkled faces of our most seasoned members.
 
It has been a deep privilege to be a thread that has been woven throughout this part of 
Epworth’s history as it continues to be Christ’s presence in the world.

 
JILL KAETZEL

 
My professional ministry has included 7 churches:
 
New Hope in Salem
Old Salem in Charlestown
Otisco in Otisco
Emmanuel in Marysville
Marengo in Marengo
Lincoln Hills in English
Trinity in Rockport
Hospital Chaplain at Deaconess in Evansville and Good Samaritan in Mt. Vernon, Illinois
Hospice Chaplain for Heritage Hospice in Evansville 
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I have been blessed by serving the Lord and God’s people since 2003. I’ve met so many 
wonderful people who have become my friends. I have appreciated the prayerful support of 
everyone—the congregations, the superintendents, and the bishops.  
 
The advice I was given just starting out was to love the people. Some were a little more difficult to 
love than others, but we are all God’s children, and it has been great advice to follow. So I will pass 
the same advice on to current and future pastors: Love the people God has sent you to serve.  

JERRY RAIRDON
 
Career Path
 
Student Associate at Calvary UMC, Marion, OH 1980-1983
Mace & New Ross United Methodist Parish (Crawfordsville) 1983-1987
Aldersgate United Methodist Church (southwest Indianapolis) 1987-1993 
Silver Street United Methodist Church (New Albany) 1993-2009
Old Bethel United Methodist Church (east Indianapolis) 2009-2015
Noblesville First United Methodist Church (Noblesville) 2015 -2022
 
I believe my call within my call to ministry has always been two priorities. First, 
do my best to make the church I serve one that my children and now my 
grandchildren would want to be a part of. Second, work intentionally to create ministry and form 
partnerships in the community that keeps our congregation externally focused.
 
This has provided some amazing extra-church experiences. I coached elementary school 
basketball in two settings and served on the Floyd County SWAT team as a negotiator. I taught 
Active Parenting classes in local schools and a homeless shelter. I served as PTO President and 
launched two Dads Programs in the New Albany School system. In my current setting, I’ve 
learned a ton about organic farming and had the honor of working with community leaders to 
make Noblesville a more inclusive and welcoming community to all.
 
I have great hope for the future of God’s work in Indiana because I’ve had the pleasure of 
working with some of the best young clergy in our Conference with our Room for All Coalition. 
I most appreciate the many relationships God has used in each ministry setting to shape and 
equip me for the next challenge in life. God is good!
 
The next step in my journey is moving to Evansville to be near my children and grandchildren. 
I am also always free to speak in any local church to provide a Room for All vision of a fully-
inclusive church where everyone is loved with no exceptions!
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GARY SCHAAR 
 
I have been blessed with a diverse but blessed career as an elder in Indiana. 
Opportunities developed early when I became the coordinator of worship at 
Annual Conference in the former South Indiana Conference in my third year 
of full-time ministry. During those twelve years, I had the honor and blessing of 
working with all of the Conference preachers and many delightful composers 
and lyricists as I sought permission to use their work at the Conference.   
 
I was also blessed to serve many delightful communities of faith along the way. 
Each congregation I served welcomed me and taught me great lessons of life 
and ministry. I was 24 when I was ordained an elder, and they were so gracious 
as this young kid tried many different creative ideas—some that worked and 
some that worked not so well.   
 
I was the choir director at Lawrence during seminary. My first appointment was as the associate 
at Mt. Vernon First, where I worked with Bob Koenig and then Walter Judson Smith. After serving 
Cloverdale and Paoli, I was deployed to Evansville Old North in the wake of two traumatic 
events. Apparently, I was told, my work at Old North led the Conference leaders to call on me to 
become the staff manager of conflicts when that position opened. Before I left the staff, I served 
as the director of congregational development.  
 
I returned to the local church to serve Columbus First. Then one evening, I received that ever 
unexpected phone call from the bishop “asking” me to join the Cabinet as a conference 
superintendent. For seven years, God blessed me with the opportunity to minister with the 
churches of the South District. Those years were filled with joy and grief as congregations 
engaged in missional ministry or, for others, arrived at the terminus of their history. My tenure 
included the time of the COVID pandemic. I was ever so proud of the churches of the South 
District as they quickly learned new skills and as they helped one another with resources and 
ideas. Within a month, pastors (most of whom were part-time) were online with some broadcast 
to the congregation. My ministry as an active elder concluded as a one-year, intentional interim 
minister at Old North in Evansville—a church where I had already served ten years. 

Now I enter retirement in an unexpected way. Joyce, my wife of 44 years, died but four months 
shy of retirement. Such is not the future I had planned, but in looking back at the ways that God 
has used me and worked through me, I am sure that new and exciting adventures await me in 
the years ahead.   

 



RETIREES66

DOUG SHINKLE
 
As the title of the book “From Pew to Pulpit” would suggest, that is the route 
I took in becoming a local pastor. I have spent most of my adult life as a 
member of Southport United Methodist Church in Indianapolis. I started literally 
“in the pew,” which, by the way, is where I spent most of my early years. Over 
time, I became part of committees and eventually moved into leadership of 
various areas within the church and became a staff member about 10 years 
ago.  
 
It wasn’t until late in my life that I felt a call into ministry, first through certified 
lay speaker, then certified lay minister, and finally, becoming a local pastor. I was appointed as 
associate pastor at Southport, so I literally went from pew to pulpit at the same church.
 
Given my late-in-life call, it seems as if I am retiring with little experience (four-and-a half years as 
appointed pastor when I retire) under my belt. But I feel they were rewarding years for me and 
pray that they were rewarding years for the church as well. Given the graciousness of our senior 
pastors, I have had great opportunities to preach, including some special services that normally 
they may choose to lead themselves. And over the past several years as a staff member and 
then local pastor, we have had great opportunities to partner with a local elementary school.
 
But there is a season for everything, and now the season of grandkids and some travel is upon my 
wife and me. The official title of associate pastor may be gone, but my call and my ministry won’t 
end here. Time will tell what plans God has in store for us next.
 

ANN GOODALL SPAHR
 
I have a cross-stitch piece in my office that reads: Thankful, Grateful, Blessed. 
Those three words describe my journey through ministry.  
 
I am thankful to the Indiana Conference for their courage to ordain me as an 
elder in 2010. I am grateful to each and every church I served, to the people 
I met along the way, and to the ministry we did together. I begin this time of 
retirement knowing how blessed I am.
 
My call to ordained ministry came later in life. I am thankful to the pastors, superintendents, and 
bishops who mentored, guided, and pointed the way forward, and especially for your wisdom, 
prayers, and patience. I am grateful to the UMC churches of Maple Hill (Indianapolis), North 
Salem, Fountaintown/Liberty, and Morgantown for the ministry, the worship, the joys, and the 
sorrows we shared. You have given me so many good stories to tell and memories to treasure. 
Thank you for allowing me into your homes and into your hearts to baptize, to marry, and bury 
your loved ones. To share the fellowship, the Table, the Bible studies, the meals, the trials and 
tribulations, and most of all, the joy of “serving the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2) in all its 
wonderful varieties. From putting a steeple on Maple Hill to the Old Fashion Days parade in North 
Salem, and the Col. Vawter Day rummage sale in Morgantown, we shared the journey of faith 
and friendship and cared for the community around us.
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Through 22 baptisms, 21 weddings, and 51 funerals, we shared God’s presence. We collected 
items, donated school supplies, gave money, filled food pantries, supported the various agencies 
and programs, and we did all we could to help those in our community and in the world who 
were in need. We paid our apportionments and tithes, and we took care of church buildings, 
parsonages, and the pastor’s car (when the dead battery needed a jumpstart).
 
To share in the moments of discovery, to sit with a family experiencing a loss, to witness the Holy 
Spirit changing and transforming lives were the life-changing moments for me as a pastor.

The journey of ministry was not always an easy one. The disappointment and mistakes I made 
were many, and many let me know it. And yet, through it all, I know in my heart I did the best I 
could with what I’d been given.
 
God has blessed my life in countless ways. I am truly thankful, grateful, and blessed.
 

ALEX STONE
 
After 30 years under episcopal appointment in the former North Indiana 
Conference and the current Indiana Conference, I can affirm the old adage 
that proclaims, “If professional ministry wasn’t a calling, I would have quit 
years ago!” I don’t remember when I first heard those words or by whom they 
were spoken, but I have been oft reminded of their truth, as I’m sure all clergy 
have at one time or another.
 
When reflecting on my years of service, these difficult moments will fade (as 
many already have) and give way to the moments that affirmed my calling to 
serve as an elder in the UMC. Moments like helping mourners move from grief to acceptance in 
the days and weeks after the loss of a loved one, helping others move from hurt and resentment 
to forgiveness, and allowing those who would be considered “outcasts” to know acceptance 
and value to God. Seeing a person grow in their understanding of how they relate to God (and 
the world), and how God (and the world) relates to them, brings me such joy. I truly have been 
blessed to witness God working through the lives of those who thought they were done with God, 
or worse, that God was done with them.
 
Pat (not their name) used to bring their spouse to choir practice and sit in their car and read, or, 
if it was too cold out, they’d sit in the hallway of the church and read. Simply asking this person 
to help out with the soundboard was all that was needed to start a relationship that would lead 
to their involvement in the ministry of the church—moving from greeter to chairing the SPRC 
and more! Or Chris (not their name) who was raised as a “nominal” Jew, at best, who became 
a Christian and wound up as the church’s lay leader and delegate to Annual Conference. Or 
the lonely, elderly widow whose house I went to with someone else from the church to hang her 
kitchen curtains because they couldn’t get one of their adult children to come over to do it.
 
Moments like these are the moments I’ll remember with fondness in the days and years to come. 
These are the moments and interactions when I felt the presence of God doing God’s thing. I was 
just happy to watch.
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PHIL STROUD
 
My journey started back at Harned Chapel EUB in my senior year. I was 
“called” to be the Sunday school teacher for the senior high class, which I did 
for two years before being drafted into the Army in 1970.
 
Upon my return from the Army, I went off the straight and narrow and 
wandered aimlessly for several years. It wasn’t until I met the woman who 
would become my wife that I got back on the narrow path. We started 
attending Ames Chapel UMC, and I was then called to fill in for our pastor, 
who was sick one Sunday. 
 
That call led me to attend the BASIC Course to become a licensed lay speaker and then the 
advanced lay speaker course that qualified me to be a licensed lay speaker, which I did for 20-
plus years. I was called to speak at several churches in southern Indiana from Freetown to Paoli 
and elsewhere in Orange County. I was even asked to speak at a non-denominational church 
in Washington County. I had kept my continuing education for being a licensed lay speaker for 
20-plus years, and then one year I didn’t get my education completed and I had to give up my 
license.
 
In November 2015, I was called to become a licensed local pastor, for which I submitted the 
necessary paperwork and began the journey as a local pastor. In March of 2016, I was appointed 
as a supply pastor at my church, Bedford Grace UMC. In April of 2017, I completed the licensed 
local pastor school. I have served at this church for my entire time as a licensed local pastor.
 
I have completed seven of my Course of Study courses. I have had a short tenure as a local 
pastor, but I have enjoyed the journey and will miss the people of Grace UMC. I do await to see 
what God has planned for me in my “retirement.”

    
RICK TAYLOR

 
Over the 42 years I’ve served local churches, it has meant being involved in 
people’s forward movement of their Christlike maturity. Being a part of people 
who have Christlikeness energizes me.
 
A young homeless couple came in as people gathered for our Holy Thursday 
Communion Service. They needed transportation to Goshen, where they had 
housing arranged. Three of our lay people invited them to worship with us and 
then took them to Goshen.  
 
At Warsaw First, a group of women and I began a Genesis to Revelation 
Bible study. We met weekly from November through May. A few years after moving to another 
congregation, I was invited back to celebrate their completion of the study.
 
At North Webster in the early 1990s, we were moving toward having an outdoor summer Sunday 
service on Lake Webster. We were in our second summer of holding a few outdoor lakeside 



RETIREES 69

services when our lay worship team said to me, “Rick, we believe we need to move this to every 
Sunday for the remainder of this year.” I said, “Do you know what we need to do to ramp this up 
to every week?” They said yes and named off all the details they already had covered and with 
the people to do them! The Sunday morning 7:47 a.m. service became the largest of our three 
summer worship services. We had people who wouldn’t attend in our new church building attend 
the outdoor services. Their presence with us and their conversations about why they would come 
to a neutral place to worship gave our people insights and ideas about reaching others for whom 
the church building was a barrier.
 
At Pendleton First, our worship team developed an Advent and Christmas worship theme based 
on the song “True Colors.” It is so much fun to see people being creative and generative as they 
explore and discover ways of leading spiritual growth through worship.
 
At Rochester Grace, our people formed a work team and went to Louisiana following Hurricane 
Katrina. The laity planned and formed the team who went for a week. When they returned, they 
had been a part of a God moment where a mix-up of whose house was to be worked on turned 
into the interruption of a person’s suicide attempt.
 
To be present with a family when their 18-year-old daughter is removed from life support, to 
officiate a Buddhist funeral, to assist in the burial at Arlington National Cemetery for one of the 
most humble and accomplished rescue helicopter pilots in the U.S., to baptize new converts in 
a creek near Union Chapel Randolph County, and to celebrate graduations in the faith context 
have all been a privilege.  
 
Most of all, it continues to be a joy and blessing to be supported and challenged by my spouse, 
Rae, and our two children, Andrea (husband Prakash) and Christopher (girlfriend Anne). I 
couldn’t have done it without you.
 
Godspeed,
Pastor Rick Taylor

ANN THOMAS
 
My call to ministry came late in life after a full 25-year career as a speech-
language pathologist in Texas. I moved to Indiana to be nearer to my brother 
and immediately sought out a church, which turned out to be Centenary 
UMC in New Albany. I was impressed that they had a regular food pantry and 
that they coordinated the area churches in a free meal program. Before long 
I found myself in charge of these ministries. I truly believe in food ministries, and 
that has been most life-giving for me throughout my career. 
 
My pastor, Billy Craddock, suggested that I might have a call to the ministry, 
and before I knew it, I found myself at Louisville Seminary. While there, I was appointed as a 
student pastor at Central Barren UMC near New Salisbury. What lovely people! While I was there, 
one of my parishioners started a small food pantry! 
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When I graduated from seminary in May of 2015 and became a commissioned elder, I was 
appointed full-time to Seelyville UMC, just outside of Terre Haute. Again, I was blessed to serve a 
group of fantastic people. We had a small food pantry of our own and supported the ministries 
of 14th and Chestnut Community Center, including serving breakfast to inner city children before 
school on a regular basis. We had some of the best pancake flippers around! I was ordained in 
2018 and continued to serve at Seelyville for another year.
 
In 2019, I was appointed to East Columbus UMC. Another great group of people! And this church 
was a co-founder of Love Chapel, which exists to serve the poor through (you guessed it) a 
food pantry, free meal program, homeless shelter, and other ministries. At ECUMC during the 
pandemic, we founded Grace’s Table, our own free meal program and dinner church. That, 
above all, warms my heart and gives me life and light as we reflect the love of Christ. Now I’m 68, 
and my body tells me to retire. But I bet I can find a food program to support in my new home of 
Jeffersonville. My call is like Peter’s: “Feed my sheep.”
 
On a non-food topic, I have been Conference prayer coordinator for the past two years and 
have discovered a gift for writing prayers for others. It has been a true blessing to serve in this 
capacity—through prayer we are truly fed. 

ERNIE TROXELL
 
Pastoral ministry was a second career for me, one that always held my interest 
and my spiritual desire. After approximately 30 years as a business professional 
and while serving as adjunct faculty at different universities, I found myself 
a part of rampant downsizing that was common in the business world years 
ago. At my age and with my earnings history, I found that no other competing 
corporations had any interest in me or my abilities.  
 
It was clear to me and my wife that God had made the determination that 
it was time to move to what had been in my heart for so long. Thanks to the 
UMC, I was able to take part in the local pastor licensing program. And as 
such, I began to pursue the Course of Study as determined for local pastors. Shortly after, I was 
appointed to a two-point charge, including Whitcomb and Mt Carmel churches. These two 
churches were wonderfully gracious and accepting of me and the many mistakes I made as a 
new pastor. But we were afforded great opportunity to be a part of what God was doing in those 
two churches.
 
After serving these churches for five-plus years, we were appointed to First United Methodist 
Church in Middletown, Indiana. Due to a change in my wife’s employment status, we were only 
able to be a part of this ministry for one year. I was again appointed to a two-point charge, 
including Sumption Prairie and North Liberty churches, in the South Bend area. Again, we found 
these people to be most gracious and loving. Both churches grew as together we looked for 
ways to serve the communities and to grow in God’s grace.
 
During this time, I continued to pursue the Course of Study and completed many courses at the 
seminary level as well. Due to having previously earned two graduate degrees, I was granted 
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admission to the Doctorate of Ministry program and earned hours toward that degree. Upon 
completion of the Course of Study and having earned many credits in the Advanced Course 
of Study due to the seminary classes, I was appointed to serve Warsaw Trinity UMC. This group 
of people taught me much. It seemed to me that this was a great match. The church grew in 
community awareness, becoming active with and supporting the local first responders while at 
the same time becoming a part of a support system for many of the people in our community 
who were struggling with addictions and other life problems.  
 
And then COVID happened. This amazing group of people struggled with me through this 
time period, providing support in technical ways that we had not needed before, and yet we 
continued to grow in our Christian lives, relying on God’s grace all the while. The grace of God 
allowed and equipped this group of worshippers to remain together and to grow stronger during 
this very difficult time.
 
Being involved in ministry has provided for me an opportunity to be a part of what God desires to 
do in this world, and that is to transform lives in positive, contributing, and Christ-following ways for 
the glory of God. It has been a pleasure!
 
God’s peace to all!

PETE WARD
 
After a 25-year career working in corporate America in downtown 
Chicago, I followed the call of God and became a licensed local 
pastor. In 2016, I became an associate member of the Indiana 
Conference. I am currently serving as pastor at the Hebron United 
Methodist Church in Hebron, Indiana, and as chair of the Fellowship 
of Associate Members and Licensed Local Pastors of the Indiana 
Conference. 
 
I began my ministry as an associate pastor at Hammond First and served there from 2003 – 2008. 
In 2008, I became the senior pastor at Whiting United Methodist Church. In 2010, Whiting became 
a two-point charge with Hammond Hyde Park UMC, and I served as the senior pastor until 2017, 
when I became the senior pastor at Hebron UMC, where I currently serve.
 
As I look back at my career, I am reminded of a quote from the movie “Mr. Holland’s Opus” as 
actor Richard Dreyfuss talks about how he became a teacher: “I went into this gig kicking and 
screaming, and now it’s the only thing I want to do.” Following my call to become a pastor 
was one of the best decisions I ever made. Yes, there are times when I’ve questioned my call. 
But there is no greater feeling than the feeling you get when congregational members or total 
strangers trust you enough to be totally honest with you, asking for your help in dealing with 
situations in which they feel totally lost. And when you can help them understand how God is 
walking with them in that moment of their pain, you once again experience the joy of accepting 
the call.
 
I am married to my wife, Lora, and together we have two wonderful daughters, Carrie and Sarah.  
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DAVID WISE
 
Dave was a bi-vocational part-time local pastor. He served Bethlehem UMC in 
Noblesville for three years prior to his appointment to Greenfield Otterbein in 
1999. It has been his honor to serve Otterbein for the past 23 years.
 
His other vocation was a print shop owner. The business was sold in 2018. Dave 
and his wife, Karen, have been married for 52 years and have one son and 
one daughter. They have two grandchildren.
 
Dave plans to continue serving Otterbein in retirement.

Is God Calling You For More?

Discover More!

913.253.5084

spst.edu

admiss@spst.edu

Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary
committed to the formation of people for

innovative, creative ministry. In our efforts to
provide an affordable seminary education,
every admitted & enrolled degree-seeking

student receives a 50% off tuition scholarship
for the duration of their degree program.

 online | on-campus | on mission
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DOING JUSTICE 
AND LOVING 
OUR 
NEIGHBOR

MINISTRY AREAS
COMMISSION ON RACE AND 

ETHNICITY (CORE)
 

ETHNIC LOCAL CHURCH 
CONCERNS

 
URBAN / COMMUNITY 

MINISTRY
 

NATIVE AMERICAN 
MINISTRIES 

 
COMMISSION ON THE STATUS 

AND ROLE OF WOMEN 
(COSROW)

 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE

 
IMMIGRATION RIGHTS

 
DISABILITY ADVOCACY

 
CREATION CARE ALLIANCE

 
JAIL & PRISON MINISTRY AND 

REFORM
 

GLOBAL HEALTH
 

DISASTER RELIEF
 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING
 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES
 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 
 

JUSTICE & INCLUSION
 

OPERATION CLASSROOM
 

FRIENDS OF AFRICA 
UNIVERSITY

 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT US AT: 
 JUSTICE@INUMC.ORG 

 

WE BELIEVE GOD WANTS TO
INSTITUTIONALIZE A CULTURE OF INCLUSION, 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND ANTI-RACISM 
WITHIN THE CONGREGATIONS AND 
INSTITUTIONS OF THE INUMC.

"JUSTICE is what LOVE looks like in public." 
 -Dr. Cornel West



Thank you for 
saving lives. 

In a changing world, the legacy 
of our churches is constant.

The needs of our children’s 
mission are greater than ever.

Visit iumch.org/donate
To schedule a tour or speaker, 

visit iumch.org/contact

Hope Has A Home In Lebanon, IN.

Hope Has A Home In Lebanon, IN.

UpperRoom.org/groupsubscription

The Upper Room daily devotional is now available as a Digital Group Subscription. This 
option allows you to distribute the daily devotional to those who are unable to attend in 
person, to those who prefer having the flexibility and perks that the digital offering provides.

Welcome to the new way of sharing 

The Upper Room daily devotional.



Did you know the Indiana Conference of The United Methodist Church 
has an insurance partner with coverage benefits and specific resources 
to help reduce your risks? By joining the INUMC Group Property 
& Casualty Program from Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 
(a stock insurer)1 you can:

s   Earn up to a 10% safety dividend on your package policy premium 
    (except where not allowed by law).

s   Get access to resources that help keep your people and property 
     safe: on-site safety and hazard analysis, sexual abuse prevention 
  training, a CM Sensor® 24/7 temperature and water aler 
     system and more!

Conference members have received $2.7 million back in safety 
dividends from Church Mutual® since 2010, so what are you 
waiting for? Call (800) 554-2642 or visit churchmutual.
com/umc to request a quote today!

Follow us

PROTECTING THE 
GRE TER GOOD

© 2022 Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. 1Church Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. is a stock insurer whose 
policyholders are members of the parent mutual holding company formed on 1/1/20. S.I. = a stock insurer.

Proudly endorsed by the Indiana Conference 
of The United Methodist Church
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R E S O U R C E S  F O R  T H E  J O U R N E Y

For more information, 
visit inumc.org/discipleship

of the United Methodist Churches of Indiana
Leadership Development

Intentional Discipleship Workshop
The Intentional Discipleship Workshop provides tools and strategies for 
creating intentional discipleship pathways. The workshop is ideal for clergy 
and lay leadership looking for tools and training towards making discipleship 
the heart of their faith community.

Real Discipleship Survey
The Real Discipleship Survey is designed to support the development of 
maturing disciples at both the personal and congregational levels. This 
resource is free for all INUMC churches and congregants. 

Coaching Cohort
Group coaching cohorts discuss intentional discipleship at the personal level 
and within the local ministry context. 




